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Printed for the use of the Foreign Office. January 1886. 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


Further Correspondence respecting the Finances of Egypt. 


[In continuation of Confidential Paper No. 5158.] 


No. 1. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 1, 3*30 p.m.) 

(No. 457.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, October \, 1885, 3'25 p.m. 

YOUR, No. 218, Private and Confidential. 

Owing to active mediation of third party, Caisse propose that Rothschild should 
telegraph stating their readiness to pay the whole proceeds of loan to Hank, and 
requesting that Caisse should consent to their deducting from their pay the known 
amounts due to them and to the British Government by the Egyptian Government. 

Caisse hold to word “ consent.” 


No. 2. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received by telegraph, October 1.) 

(No. 707. Private and Confidential. Ext. 457.) 

M\ Lord, Cairo . October 1, 1885. 

WITH reference to my despatches Nos. 098 and 088 of the idth and 20th ultimo 
and previous despatches on the question between Messrs. Rothschild and the Caisse de la 
Detto, l have the honour to inform your Lordship that M. Ambroise Sinadino has been 
actively engaged in interviews with the members of the Caisse with a \ie\\ of putting an 
end to a (lead-lock which is becoming of serious inconvenience to the Egyptian 
Government. 

It appeared that the Commissioners would be less difficult to deal with in this way 
than if members of the Egyptian (on eminent, towards which they g" icrally preserve a 
semi-ho'tile attitude, were to intervene further in the (inference. 

Finally, M Sinadino suggested that a message he sent by Messrs. Rothschild to the 
Caisse in the following terms. whi(di he had reason to believe would put an end to all 
difficulty on the part of the latter:— 

■‘Soiumes prets verser tout Reflect if prownant emprunl ala Baiiquc d’Angletcrre 
pour votre compte. 

•‘Serious desireux quo vous consent icz a ce quo nous prelevions sur ce verscment le 
montant de nos avances an Gouvernemeul Egyptien par vous commes ainsi quo la sonumi 
due par l’Egypte an (louvernement Anglais.” 

It appears that the Caisse hold very much to the expression “eonsentiez a ce <pie 
nous prelevions.” 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. EGERTON. 
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No. 3. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 313.) 

Sir, Foreign Office . October 1, 1885. 

1 TRANSMIT io you herewith a copy of ;i letter which lias been received from 
the Treasury, giving the views of the Lords Commissioners on a draff Law for the 
better regulation of civil pensions in Egypt which has boon communicated to them by 
Air. Vincent, and which is understood to be now under the consideration of the 
Egyptian (Jovermnent.* 

The subject is one of great importance, affecting an amminf of expenditure which 
must materially influence, both in the present and still more in the future, the financial 
position of Egypt. The draft Law has been carefully examined, and Her Majesty's 
Government have obtained upon it, for the use of the Khedive's Ministers, the best 
technical advice at their disposal. 

You will give a copy of the letter to Air. Vincent, and you will take whatever 
steps may appear to you and to that gentleman to be most likely to insure full weight 
being given to the recommendations contained in it. 

T shall be glad to receive from vou a report of vour proceedings in the matter, and 
of their result. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 4. 

Sir L. 1 1 "est to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received October 2.) 

(No. 272.) 

My Lord, Washington, September 22, 1885. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 252 of the 21st August, J have the honour 
to inclose to your Lordship herewith copy of a note which, in accordance with the 
instructions contained in your Lordship's despatch Nb. 1(M) of the 31st July,] have 
addressed to the Secretary of State in concert with my colleagues the Representative* 
of Austria, France, Germany, Ltaly, and Russia, forwarding copies of the documents 
inclosed in that despatch relative to tin* finance's of Egypt, and inviting the adhesion 
of the United States' Government to the Khedivi.d Incur of the 27th duly. 

The German Charge d’Ailhire* having received instructions to forward copy of 
the Declaration marked “ Confidential,” I thought it advisable' to elo so too. My 
other colleague* had no ins trued ions to forward copies of the- doeume'nts w it h which, 
indeel, they had not been furnished. 

I have, &e. 


(Signed) 


L. S. SACK VILER WEST. 


Inclosure in No. 4. 


Sir L. West to Mr. Bayard. 

Sir, Washington, September 21, 1885. 

IN accorelance with instnie'tions which I have received from the Marquis of 
Salisbury, Iler Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign All'airs, T have* the 
honour to communicate: to you herewith (1) copy of the 1 Re'claration of the 
171h March last, (2, copy of the Convention of the; 18th March, and (3) copy e»l* 
the; Declaration of the 25th July, relative to the* finances of Egypt, signed by the* 
Representatives of England, Germany, Austria-Hungary, France, Italy, Russia, 
and Turkey, as well as copy of the Khedivial Derm 1 etf the* 27th July last. 

Jt will he se'e'n that by the Declaration of the 25th July it was agreed that 
Article 11 of the Convemtion should he* slightly ameneh'el, and that a similar ainenel- 
me'iit should be maelo in Article 2 of the draft of the Decree attached te> the 
Decimation of the 17th March. The Derive so ameneh'd was promulgated by His 
Highness the Khedive' on the 27th July. It modified in certain respects the Law e>f 
.Liquidation, and for that reason the Governments of Great Britain, Gvrmany, 

* See Confidential No. .>158, p, 146, No. 278. 
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Austria-Hungary, France, Italy, and Russia, by the Declaration of the 17th March, 
signified their acceptance of it, and agreed that it should he recognized by the 
Tribunals of Reform as a binding Law so soon as it should have been olliciallv 

O i 

published. 

They all undertook to briny it oolleotmdv Io tho coynizauoo of tlio other Powors 
who took part in the establishment of those* Tribunals, and to invite (hewn to give 
their aelhe'.sion lo it. In conjunction. therefore, with my colleague's the llepresenta- 
tives of Germany, Austria-Hungary, Franee, Italy, and Russia, 1 have the honour to 
invite- the adhesion of the* Government of the United States to the* Decree' of Hi* 
Highness the Ivheelive*, promulgafed, a- aforesaid, em the 271h July, and le> inclose* 
to you herewith copy of the Deelaratiem to he signed by the Governments e>f Belgium, 
Demmark, Spain, the Unite*el States, Greece*, the Netherlands, Portugal, and Sweden 
anel Norwav. 

ft 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) L. S. SAOKVILLE WEST. 


No. 5. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received October 2, 8*3u a.m.) 


(No. -ICO. Private anel Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, October 2, 1885, 1245 A.M. 

A1Y telegram No. 457. 

Believe that'Caisse might now dispense with word “consent.” 

Of course, if legal opinion, on which Rothschilds are acting, be incontestable, it 
is well te> he obstinate. From a point of form there seem to be arguments in fivour of 
Caisse in this matter which might be supported by other Governments. 

Would it not he well for the ’Egyptian Government to answer letter of Caisse of 
1st September - And to deny any right has been conferred on Caisse to judge of utility of 
expenditure made by the Egyptian Government, contesting pretensions in that letter. 

'I’lii* *ci'iiis sound ground, and difficulties later with Caisse may he* diminished 
by attacking them now on what seems a false position as-limed by them. 

Please let me have opinion before advi-ing Egyptian Governm "Y 


No. (!. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marger* of Salisbary.—(Received by telegraph, October 2.) 

(No. 70^. Confidential. Ext. ICO.) 

My Lord, ^ Cairo, October 1, 1885. 

SINCE writing my despatch No. 707 of to-day, 1 learn from M. Sinadino that he 
has now reason to believe that the Caisse no longer makes a sine qua non of the 
expression “ consent,” and that it would he sufficient for -Messrs Rothschild to express 
the wish to deduct the sums owing to them and Her Majesty's Government from the 
whole amount to he paid into the Bank of England. 

11 appears to me, that the view of the Commissioners of the Caisse, as set forth 
in their letter of the H)th September, in which they take their stand on Article IX of 
the Convention of .March, and Article s of the Decree of July, may recommend itself 
to the majority of the Government*, l ilies*, therefore, the legal opinion on which 
Messrs. Rothschild are acting is clearly convincing, it might he well to accept a com¬ 
promise in this matter. 

There i* another matter, however, in which the Caisse have evidently taken up 
false ground, namely, their letter of the 1st September, in which they lay claim to 
judge previously of the utility of the expenditure made by the Government, for if 
their letter asking for “ justifications prealables ” meant anything, it would mean that 
they arrogated to themselves this right of revision, which is clearly not conferred upon 
them by Article {) of tlic Decree. 

In my telegram No. 420 of the 4th September, l had the honour to inform your 
Lordship that this letter of the Caisse would not be answered by the Egyptian 
Government till they heard from you. Subsequently it was explained, in consequence 
of your Lordship’s representations to St. Petersburg!! (but explained verbally and 
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indirectly), that the Commissioners ol* the Caissc did not make the pretension which 
the Egyptian Government understood them to have made in their letter of the 
1st September, and the Caisse made no further objection when asked to pay the sums 
due to Her Majesty’s Government. 

As there is, however, no official record ol‘ this change of attitude, it seems hotter 
not to leave the letter of the Caisse of the 1st ultimo unanswered, and I inclose 
herewith a draft answer which it is proposed that the Egyptian Government shall send 
to the Caisse. 

It is feared that the Caisse desire to establish a control of a most inconvenient 
character over Egyptian finance, which Egypt alone would he powerless to protect 
herself against, and that chaos may consequently arise; hut with ller Majesty's 
Government, willing to assist them, the Egyptian Government would rather divert the 
Caisse by calling attention to its mistakes, than passively allow itself to become the 
victim of aggression on a large scale. 

I am sorry to attract your Lordship’s attention to what may appear petty 
squabbles, hut attention to such trifles may save more important interests. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) 


EDWIN II. EGE11 TON. 


Inclosure in No. 0. 

Proposed Draft of Letter from Egyptian Government to Caisse. 

Messieurs, 

EAR votre lettre en date dn l“ r Sept ombre dernier et en reponse a line demande de 
M. le Sous-Secretaire d’Ktat de ce Departement, deproeeder a de nouveaux reglements 
a valoir sur le produil de l’eiuprunt de 0,000,000/. gamuti, vous objection qu’il vous 
semblait que la Convention de Lmnlres en ehargeanf la Caisse de la Dette de la 
distribution du produit de IVmprimt, avail voulu hien etahlir que tout paienumt lait par 
vous ne pouvaif porter que .sur des somnns dont l’emplui vous serait prealablement 
jlistitie eomme eela se fait, du roste, actuellement pour le reglemenl des indemnites 
d'Alexandrie. 

Cette maniere de voir entrainoniit pour le Gouvernemeut Egypt iou l’obligation de 
jiistilier an pvealable de Tomploi dt's soniinrs dont il vous demanderait le versement. 
Ifinterpretation ainsi donneeau fe\te du Rdrrel du 27 .luillet icndrait a laireadnu'ftro 
line extension de pouvoirs dans les attributions de la Caisse de la IMte, extension tpie 
justement It's Gouvernements interesses n’ont pax cm th'voir vous eon lever. 

En t'tfet, tors de la premiere redaction du Reeret du 27 J nil let, 1885, lo mot 
‘•justifies ” st * trouvait instuv dans (’Article 0 a pres les mots “ an fur el ii mosure de 
si's hesoins." Sur la erainte e.xprimee par le Gouvt'rnement Egyplien tjue le mot 
‘•'justifies'’ ne pretat a umphibologie et put par la suite donner lieu a ties malentendus, 
les Gouvernements Francais et Anglais, d’accord avec les ant res I’uissanecs, reeon- 
naissant fopportuuitf* tie ne rien changer aux attributions des Commissaires de la 
Caisse th' la Rette telles tpfellt's ftaient arretei's par les Dfcrets t'xistants et 
n’entendant pas par lit thinner aux Conimissaires le dm,, <iappif*eier Tutilite ties 
df'peuses ii faire. eoiisenlirent it et' que ee mot fut rave. 

.le me plais it espercr, Messieurs, que les faifs ei-des-tts relates \ oils eelairerout sur la 
veritable fiortee de l’Artiele 5) du Decret el que \ oils jugcivz » ullisan! .s tlans l’a \ enir, 
les indications relatives aux imputations des s,mimes destinees an Tiv-or Kgaplien 
telles ([ifelles soul t'nunierei s dans f Article ei-dcssus mentionin'* du Decret. 

(Sigue) 


No. 7. 

The Mariiui .•> nt Salisbury In Mr. Eiieilon. 

(No. 227.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, October 2, 1885, .VIO r.M. 

FOLLOWING is telegram sent b\ Mis?rs. Rothschild to the Caissc:— 

•In order to ai range ix grettahle mt ident which < between us we propose 

to you two alternatives, either ot which will terminate the incident if you accept it. 

M i aie ieudy to pav to vour credit at Rank ot Kngluud and Comptoir d’Eseonqitc 
all the proceeds of tlie loan in our hands, here and at Paris, if Rank of England shows us 
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a telegram from you in which you consent to and authorize payment to us of 
1,253,300/., and to English Government of 059,208/. 

“ Or, if you prefer it, we are ready to make the payments if you consent to our 
deducting from them the two above amounts. 

“Please telegraph which alternative you prefer.” 


No. 8. 


The Mannas of Salisbury to Mr Eqcrton. 

(No. 228.) 

( Telegraphic.) Foreign Office , October 2, 1885, 0 30 p.m. 

YOUR telegram No. 457. 

Rothschild cannot agree to proposal, but are sending counter-proposal which may be 
acceptable to Caisse. 


No. 9. 

Mr. C. Barrington to Sir J. Paunccfote.—(Received October 3.) 

Sir, Treasury Chambers, October 2, 1885. 

I AM directed by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to send you 
the inclosed copy of a Minute of this Board, which I am to request may be laid before the 
Marquis of Salisbury. My Lords think it desirable that his Lordship should be apprised 
of the exact position in which Her Majesty’s Government stand financially towards the 
Government of His Highness the Khedive of Egypt. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. G. BARRINGTON. 


Inclosure in No. 9. 

Treasury Minute, dated September 24, 1885. 

THE Chancellor of the Exchequer calls the attention of the Board to the declarations 
by the Governments of the Great Powers and of Turkey of the 17th March, 1885, relative 
to the finances of Egypt; and likewise to the Decree pi omulgated by His Highness the 
Khedive on the 27th July, 1885. 

He thinks it desirable to place on record how the claims of the British Government 
against the Egyptian Government in respect of— 

1. The expenses of the British Army of Occupation in Egypt; and 

2. The interest on the Suez Canal shares, 

have been and will be affected by these international instruments. 

Her Majesty’s late advisers having forborne to press their claims against Egypt 
during her financial difficulties, no payment has, as the Board is aware, been made by the 
Egyptian Government on either of these accounts since the 31st March, 1884, if exception 
be made of 15,300/. overpaid before that date, and carried in consequence to the credit of 
the account for 1884>85. But the Egyptian Loan having been raised, and the greater 
portion of it already placed by Messrs. Rothschild to the account of the Commissioners of 
the Treasury of the Egyptian Debt, the reason for forbearance on the part of Her Majesty’s 
Government no longer exists, and a claim lias accordingly been preferred through the 
Foreign Office against the Egyptian Government for the sums due in respect of both claims 
from the 1st April, 1884. These sums amount in the aggregate to 059,208/., and it is 
necessary to explain how that amount is arrived at. 

1. Army of Occupation Expenses. 

After the rebellion in Egypt was suppressed in 1882 it was decided by Her Majesty’s 
late advisers that the charge against the Egyptian Government on this account should be 
confined to a charge for repayment of all extraordinary expenses which the retention of the 
Queen’s troops in Egypt for police purposes was calculated to entail on the Exchequer of 
the United Kingdom. These expenses were set down at 4/. per man per month ; and 
under the arrangement in force last vear, 7,500 men of all ranks was the maximum number 

[080] ‘ C 
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of men on which the capitation grant was chargeable, the sum being payable in full to the 
Treasury, and to be distributed between the War Office and Admiralty in the respective 
portions of 3/. 5,v. and 15s. 

In consequence, however, of the withdrawal of troops for the expedition near Suakin 
in 1884, and for the Nile expedition in 1884-85, the actual garrison in Egypt fell short of 
the maximum number of 7,500 men in several of the months of last year; and pursuant 
to, and in conformity with, a decision of the late Government, communicated to the 
Board in June last, the capitation charge for 1884-85 is limited to the actual strength 
present on the 1st of each month, in no case of course in excess of 7,500. 

The sum due on this basis according to the calculations furnished by the War Office 
is 302,932/. 

As regards the current financial year, the Chancellor of the Exchequer notes that 
when the Army and Navy Estimates for 1885-86 were presented to the House of Commons 
the contribution from Egypt was set down at a sum not exceeding 120 , 000 /., viz., in 
respect of the army, 100,000/., and of the navy, 20,000/. He refers, however, to the 
statement of his predecessor in the House of Commons (Hansard, vol. eexe, p. 1658) 
to the effect that: “ All the Powers agree as to the normal administrative expenditure in 
Egypt, fixing the figure, subject to certain adjustments, at 5,237,000/. a-year; and that 
figure, l may say, contains one item of expenditure which will be of special interest to us, 
viz., 200 , 000 /. for the maximum cost of the Army of Occupation.” 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, moreover, observes that the sum of 5,237,000/. 
mentioned by his predecessor is named in the Khedivial Decree of the 27th July, 1885, as 
the amount at which the expenses to be charged to the non-assigned revenues are 
fixed. 

He likewise is aware that, the contribution having been raised from 120,000/. to 
200,000/., the Army and Navy Votes for 1885-86, in aid of which the contribution is 
appropriated, underwent as a consequence corresponding reductions, that is to say :— 


Tlui net sum voted by Parliament fir Army Services (Vote 1) was .. 
In consequence of an addition of .. 


.. -1,543,000 

70,000 


To the sum to be contributed by Pirypt, as n^aimt a <um submitted originally in 

the Estimates of., , .. ., .. 4,013,000 


The net sums voted by Parliament for Navy Service* (Vote 17) was .. 

In consequence of an addition of , . ., .. .. 

To the sum to be contributed by K^ypt, as against a originally submitted in 
the I ntimates of . # .. 


210,000 
10,000 


220,000 


Pursuant to these arrangements which were made by tier Majesty’s late advisers, but 
which were not embodied in formal documents of record, the liability of Egypt in respect 
■ji' the expenses of the Army of Occupation is for the present financial year ‘200,000/., and 
therefore the sum due from Egypt on this account for the hist five months ot 1 880-86 (to * 
31st August, 1886) is five-twelfths of 200,000/., or 83,333/., 

£ 

This Mim of , * ,, .. ,, ,, ,, S3,333 

Together w iih the abuve n.t ntioned *uni of . .. .. ., .. 302,1)32 


Make a total claim up to date against Ksjvpt of 


.. 3 S 3,263 


Put from thN amount there ha* to be deducted the ovcr-payim lit mentioned above 

as made by Pirypt in lSh.t-81, viz. .. .. .. 13,300 

So the total pn nit nt due from Kirypt which ha< been demanded i». .. 370,065 

2. Suez Cunal Shares Interest. 


On this account theie an* arrears due from the Ki'yptian (iovernment for the \ear 

1884, which, the interest being 5 per cent., amount to 

There are also arrears due for the first half-year of 1885— .1* 

% 

These would ordinarily lane amounted to .. .. 00,115 

Uut they are subject to a deduction of lO.s. jut cent., viz. . . 0,011 

And. therefore, the Mini due from Kjjypt on this account is ,, 

1 otal .. .. «• *• •« .. •• 


108,829 


80,474 

288,303 


This deduction of 1 . pur cvnt. from the interest on the Suez Canal ^hare.s payment 
requires explanation. 




The Chancellor of the Exchequer again refers the Board to the statement of his 
predecessor in Parliament, already quoted. In that statement Mr. Childer* said : — 

“During these two years (of inquiry) our proposals have been met to this extent, 
namely, by a 5 per cent, deduction from all coupons, and a reduction of ! per cent, from 
the interest on our Suez Canal investment, subject in each case to repayment at the 
end of two years, if the result of our inquiry shows that the revenue can hear it.” 

Neither in the Declaration of the Great Powers, nor in the subsequent Khedivial 
Decree, is the deduction of /, per cent, directly enacted. But in Article 21 of the Decree, 
referring to the appropriation of any surpluses in 1885 and 188 there is an enactment to 
the effect that, “If there is a surplus, it shall be assigned to the reimbursement of the 
reduction of ^ per cent, effected on the interest of the Suez Canal shares.” 

In view of this provision, the Chancellor of the Exchequer submits tliar though 
on this point also there is an absence of any record of formal authority, the deduction 
must be made. 

Moreover, he thinks that the deduction should take effect at the same time as the 
tax of 5 per cent, on the coupons of the Privileged and Unified Debts. Article 12 of 
the Decree relating to that tax provides that it shall be “taken from the full amount of 
the half-yearly sums falling due in 1885 and 1886;” and, as a matter of fact, the coupons 
commenced to he thus taxed in April and May last. 

Accordingly, the half-yearly payment of interest on the Suez Canal shares due 
on the 1st June last is subject to the reduction of l per cent.; and other payments 
falling due this year and next year will be subject to a similar reduction. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer proceeds to sum up the claim now preferred against 
the Egyptian Government. 

I. Capitation Grant— £• 

1. Anvars I'm- 1881-SI, calculated as above .. .. .. .. 362,932 

2. Fixed contribution from Egypt of 200,000/. for 1885—86, duo to 


01 si August 


Over-payment made by Egypt in 1883-84. to be deducted, viz. . 

Total in respect of expenses of Army of Occupation 


.. 83,333 

380,265 
.. 15,300 

,, 37o,965 


II. Suez Canal Interest— 

1. Arrears for 1881, at 5 per cent. . .. 

2. Due for first lmlt-year of 1885, at per cent. 


Total .. 


.. 198,829 
.. SO,474 


288.303 


.. 059,268 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer informs the Board that there is also a stun of 
about 40,000/. due to Her Majesty’s Government on account of war supplies, for which 
the Egyptian Government has admitted its liability; but this sum will be recovered 
locally, and lie kept distinct from the capitation grant and the Suez Canal interest 
payment. 

'The Egyptian (iovernment has certain counter-claims against Her Majesty’s 
Government. According to the Egyptian Government, the following sums are due 
to them, in respect of— 

.f ]•:. 

1. Uailwujh .. .. .. •• .. 111,6 IS 

2. Telegraph-. .. .. .. .. .. .. 12.161 

•/. MiM't‘1 laiit'tm*» *toiv* •• •• •• • • *• oij.'iOl) 

1. Oilier c4aim*’* .. .. .. . • •» •• 6,758 

- £ 

Total . .. .. .. .. .. 166,070 = 170,328 

But some of these claims will have to be examined at the War Office; and all, 
when admitted, will have to he settled locally l>v the Chief Paymaster, the payments 
being met out of the Vote ot Credit. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer understands that a further claim in respect of 
services of the Egyptian army in the Nile Valley is being prepared by the Egyptian 
Government. But tile sum claimed on this account—about 178,00<>/. is still the subject 
of investigation. 

My Lords approve, and proceed to give directions. 










No. 10. 


Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury .— (Received October 3, 2 P.M.) 


(No. 461.) 

(Telegraphic.) 

YOUR No. 227. 

Caisse conforms to Rothschilds' second alternative. 


Cairo, October 3, 1885 


No. 11. 

M. Wad cling ton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 3.) 

L’AMBASSADEVR de France a Londres a l’honneur d’annoncer a son Excellence 
1c Premier Ministrc qu’il vient de recevoir dc son Gouvernement l’autorisation de 
signer, avee les Representants des autres Puissances, la Declaration Interpretative de 
1’Article 23 du Projet de Deeret annexe a la Declaration du 17 Mars, et qu’il se tient 
a la disposition dc Lord Salisbury pour proceder a cettc signature. 

11 saisit cette occasion, &c. 

Londres, le 3 Octobre, 1885. 


No. 12. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 5.) 

(No. 093.) 

My Lord, Cairo, September 21, 1885. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. Ill of the 21st instant, I have the honour 
to inclose copy of a letter‘from the Commissioners of the Debt to the Minister of 
Finance, -consenting to pay Her Majesty’s Government the whole sum of 059,208/. 
when Messrs. Rothschild have effected their payments, and requesting that the neces¬ 
sary steps may he taken for the payment to the Caisse before the 15th October of the 
sum of 123,812/., the amount of the railway and telegraph claim against the British 
military authorities. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosure in No. 12. 

M. Machiavelli to Moustapha Folrny Pasha. 

Caisse de la Deite Publique, Alexandrie, 

M. le Ministre, lc 23 Septembre, 1885. 

PAH lettre on date du 19 Septembre courant vous nous faites savoir quo le 
Gouvernement Egyptian avait accede h la domandc du Gouvernement Britanniquc, qui 
desire separer entierement les comptes do la capitation et des interets de Suez, des 
comptes de materiel found, et des autres sen ices quo les deux Gouvernements se sont 
rceiproquement rendus, et vous nous demandez de fain* payer a Londres an Gouverne¬ 
ment Anglais, bien entendu, apres quo MM. de Rothschild nous auront effoctud lours 
versements, la somme de 059,2(M., sans cn deduire cello do 123,812/., due par lui aux 
cheiuius dc for pour coiit de transport el envois de depeches, laqucllc somme sera regleo 
commc par le passe, par les autorites militaires Anglaises au Cairo. 

Nous aceeptons cette maniore de proceder, mais nous prions votre Excellence do 
fairc les demarches necossaires auprds des ditos autoritds militaires pour quo la somme 
ci-dessus de £ E. 123,812 soit versee a uotre Caisse avant le 15 Octobre prochain, date 
de cloture du eompte des revenus affectes a la Dette Privilegiee. 

Yeuillez, &e. 

Le Commissaire de Service, 

(Signe) G. B. MACIIIAYELLI. 
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No. 13. 

Mr. lije)ton In the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 5.) 

(No. 094. Confidential.) 

Mv Lord. Cairn. Srptemhei 2t. 18^5. 

1 HAVE received the inclined letter from Nubar Pasha with suggestions respecting 
the management of the Domains, the deficit ftom which is a growing danger to Egyptian 
finance. 

Of the 425.oOn acres of which the Domains originally consisted, hut ! S".^23 fcildans 
arc let : the remainder aie either directly cultivated by the Depaitnienl itself, lent to 
lahoureis, or waste : a certain amount, too, has heen sold. 

The cxdtivation of 134,000 feddans entails vcv large administr.itive expen-es, and 
in his Ex^ellencv’s opinion the Commissioneis of the Domains have erred in allowing 
their fe.tr of had debt- to prevent their letting land to tliosj who are eertainlv able to till 
it much more economically than tliey can, by which course they would increase their 
revenues to an extent which would almost extinguish the deficit produced under the 
present svstem. 

IT is Excellency incloses a 'fable with the balance sheet of the Domains lor 1881, and 
of what, in hi- opinhm. it might he made with all the land let, and the nrmv of foreign 
emploves of the Domains Administration in great measure dissolved. 

Nubar Pasha expresses the wish at the end of his letter that Mr Gibson he kept 
provisionallv at the Domain-, a-, in Ids Excellences opinion, he is the man most capable 
of re-ohing the question of the letting of the land. 

There is plausibility in hi- Excellences lemarks. and the same language is almost 
universally held by Egyptians here. Possibly the enormous number of foreigners 
employed in the Domains incieases amongst the natives the unpopulaiity of the manage¬ 
ment. hut this ven fact increases al-u the ditliculty of a change. 

1 mav mention that M. Boutcron, the French Commissioner, is ven lematkahle for 
hi- --la-p of figure-, and admirable in “ comptabilitd,” hut makes no pretension to 
know lodge of farmit g, the branch of work undertaken on so gigantic a -eale hv the 
Domains Admini-tiation. 

1 have, &e. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. EGERTON. 


fnclosure 1 in No. 13. 

Nufnn Pasha to Mr. Eg/, ton. 

Cher Mr. Egerton. Le Caire, le 2 t Sept endue, 1885. 

A PRuPOS du sueccs-eur a mmunet au pauvre Row sell, peimettez-moi de vous 
entrelenir des Domaines. 

Em-quo le-terres do Eex-Khedive furent restitutes i\ 1’Elat, nous pensions (pie les 
Admimstiateuis qui premlraient en main Pexploitation ne eommettraient pas la faute de 
l’ex-Klkdive it que. se lendant eompte qu’il est impossible d’exploiter 425,000 acres en 
u'gic. its prendiaicnt le j>arti de les atlenner. C’est le contra ire qui cut lieu. An lieu 
de rentroi d une maniere imlireele et sous forme de location dans la circulation publiquo, 
cos Liens le-teient une ehaige pour le pav- eomme des Liens de main-morte. 

11 y n dqju nn certain temps, je voulus me rendre eompte des raisons qui empeohaient 
les Administrateuis d’aflermer ccs terres. M. Boutcron et le pauvre Row sell cchaimcrent 
bins idees a ce sujet en ma presence avee les Notables du Corps Legislatif. De cot 
echange d’idi'e-, cmisigne dans deux proces-verhatix, il est ressorti que les Administrateurs 
avaient des objections au systemc de location parce qu’il lour etait ditlicile de fa ire 
rentier les fermages et qu’en outre, l’aHermagc des terres etait entrave par la repugnance 
et le mauvais vouloir des fonctionnaires qui, les terres une fois affermecs, sc seraient 
trouvde.s sans emploi. 

La question en rcsta done la. 

Yous connaissez Ic Rapport redige par Mr. Rowsell il y a tin ou deux mois. U y est 
dit que, sur 338,000/. de tonnages, il _) a seulement une vingtaine de mille livres 
d’arrieres que 1’Administration, d’ailleurs, espere reeuperer, grace ii la loi et aux 
Tribunaux. 

[ 08 »] D 
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9*’ ,s | tonnages rentrent, et cela grace a la loi, les deXavantages ct inconvenient* 
prey us par M. Bouteron contre ce mode d’administration, toiubent d’eux-momes. II ne 
le^te done, centre 1 adoption complete du systeme de tonnage, (pie la repugnance dcs 
fonetionwures qui so trouyeraient perdre lours emplois. Ce n’est pas une objection 
senonse et a laquelle on doive sarretcr. 

• ce , t , te . ( l“ W!itl0 "i ^exploitation cn regie on par fennage, il n’y a pas un de nous 

‘I’li dm ere d opinion. Gibson est occuprf a prendre des informations pour se rendre 
eoinpte a combien les 100,000 feddans qui sont cuitives actuelleinent en regie pom cut ctre 
a tonnes. ,)e ne veux pas m’avancer mais, d’apres ce que Ton m’assure, ces lo0 000 
feddans jjourraienl elre affermes do 2/. 13*. a 3/. par feddau. La location devrait 
pour obvier an mauvais vouloir des fonctionnaires, se f'aire avec le concours du Gouvernc- 
ment et la perception par les Percept curs des Finances, en memo temps (pie les impdts. 
L administration et les funs de culture <pii se montent actuelleinent, ainsi ( pie vous le 

verrez par le Inblcau ei-inclus, n la sonime enorme de 417,000/., seraient reduifs a une 
sonune nnnime. 

Les terres rentreraient dans la circulation. 

La production sera it augmentee, ear un honiinc eultivant 10 a 15 acres leur fait 
produire plus quo eelui qui en cultivo 100. 

Le deficit scrait, sinon mil, mais, du moins, diminue considerablement, 

Lo sentiment de la population contre les Kuropeens, quelle accuse* de malmener 
cette Administration, serait dissipe. 

II n’y aura rien de change dans la position de M. de Rothschild puismie le -a-e 
serait toujours entre les mams de M. Bouteron et de son collogue: il n’y aurait. rien de 
change quo le systemo d’cxploitation. 

Je vous envoie un Tableau des depenses et des reecttes des Domaines et un autre 
1 ableau de ce que serait Sexploitation en supposant toutes les terres attermces. 

. 7 51 0C( l uc ‘ji° ‘^ s l!l isonnable et ]>!au.sible, il serait bon (pie Mr. Gibson fut 

maintemi pendant (piebpie temps et pro\ isoirenienl ii la place de noire pauvre Powsell 
c est le soul qui puisse mener a bonne bn la question de 1’alfermage. 

LI serait bon aussi que Lord Salisbury voulut bien dire un mot a M. de Rothschild 

atm qu if reeommamle a ses administrateurs de se pretor a ce changenient de svstbme 
dans 1 exploitation. 

Votre, &c. 

(Signe) NUBAR. 

P -S.—11 est bien entendii (pie les Pereepteurs dcs Finances, pcrcevanl los locations 
ot tonnages en memo temps (pie les impels, verseront, conlormeinent a un Decret ees 
locations ot ces termages difectement ii la Caisse de 1’Administration des Domaines ’ 


% 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 13. 
Domaines de l’Ftat. 
Exploitation <l<- /’Exercicp 1884, 


liLC KITES, 


Defenses. 


Produits clr« locations .. .. 

Pioduitdc lYxploit.ition din t le y compiis 

les rccottcs divoiM^ 

Deficit (amorfcivspnn ut non pay*'*) 


£ i*:. 
587.117 

o I7>0 1 
170 ’'in 


Depenses de 1’Administration Centra le 


£ K. 
61,822 


850,288 

‘CUll 


Total .. 


1,055.811 


nom)— 

Annuity wm-oompiis ,imortis 
'Total .. 


2 o*2,321 

1,055,811 


Projet iV Exploitation. 

S\mi Mr, d’Afflumagi:. 


Le deficit resultant du systeme d’aHormage de la tolalitc dcs toircs ties Domaines, 
apres prelc\omcnt integral des impels, ne serait quo dr C K. 

T/excedent de depenses stir les reeettes eonstatces en 1884 sVst ele\c a C K. 170.500 
auxquelles il a etc pourvu an moyen d’mie Milnention en espeees de C L. 7*5,100 et 
de la remise des impdts dans it's produces non aflcrtecs de *2 K. 0 1,424. Totale, 
C K. 17»,6«0. 

Le defied reel de 18s| se serait elese a C L. 208,590 si on avail du rllectuer lo 
paiement de C L. 08,000, montant de I umoiiisscmciil normal de IVmprunl qui a ete sus- 
pendu par ie Deere! financier du 27 .luillel, 1885. 

Le systeme propose otiVe le "var.d axantaue sut le mode d’exploitation des domaines 
aujourd'hui en \ie,ueur. de redunv a un <*liil!Vc relativeinent minime le tlelieit mi fin 
d'anttee et d’en determiner rimportaiiee. 

Kn admettant meme 1\ ; \i*ntualite de qttrlqucs meeomptes dans la per<‘ 0 |)tiou des 
termages, les mm-valeurs ne sauraieut jamais atteimlre le rliifliv (sm^idt'eahle des delie ts 

aetuels. 
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No. n. 

Mr. Eqerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 7.) 

(No. 098.) 

My Lord. Cairo, September 26, 188.'). 

WIT I r reformer to my despatch No. 688 of the 20th instant, T have the honour 
v to inclose copy of a further letter from the Commissioners of the Public Debt, in 
which, in support of their contention as to tin* illegality of the retention by 
Messrs, llothsehild of any part of the proceeds of the new loan in repayment of 
advances due to them, they invoke a judicial decision given in 1879 hv M. Lapcnna, of 
the Alexandria Mixed Court of Appeal, against a 3L Moures, who had made an 
attachment (“ saisie-arret ”) with Messrs, llothsehild for a sum due to him by the 
Egyptian Covernment from the proceeds of the Domains Loan. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. EGER TON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 14. 

The Commissioners of the Caisse to Mr. Ejerton. 

M. lc Cierant, Ate,randrie, le 25 Seplemhre, 1885. 

NOUS avons on l’honneur do fa ire parvenir Samedi dernier a VAgonee un cxem- 
plaire de la note collective adrossee par nous aux Agents en Kgypte des (jouverne- 
ments garants du dernier omprunt dc 9,000,000/., relativcmcut an droit de retention 
pretenclu par 3I3L de llothsehild, de Londres, sur les funds de cot omprunt. 

Nous avons, on maintenant a ees foods lc earaetero de deniers publics, non 
susceptihlos de saisie ni de retention, soutenu les principes (pie le Gouvornomcnt 
Klicdivial a toujours, avee raison, voulu strictement saux'egarder. 

En 1878, lors de remission de PEmprunl Domanial, uu Sieur Aloures avail fait, 
pour surete d’une sonnne do lsii,()(Mi IV. environ a lui due par le Gouvernemenl 
’Egvptien, pratiquor une saisie-arret outre les mains dc 31M. 31. N. de llothsehild sur 
les den iers proumanl de l’diiprunt de 8,500,000/. (pii vonait d’etre contract d. 

Le Gouvernement n’a pas hesite a lemander aux Trihunaux do la Reforme la 
nill 1 it A do eette saisie. ct la Com* d’Appel d’Ale.xandrie a, par uu Arret du 12 .luin, 
1879, dont nous avons rhonneur de vous envoyer ei-joint copie, proclaim' les vrais 
principes on la matiero. 

Les funds provenant “ d’un omprunt public, decide par Son Altesse le Khedive 
on sa qualite de Chef de l’Etat, ct ends par les Sieurs llothsehild comme agents, 
et pour le eompte du Gouvernement Egyptian,” out etc declares ctre dc vcritahles 
deniers publics insaisissahles. 

3131. de llothsehild, qui out eu connaissanee de eet Arret, dont les conclusions 
n’ont pu (pie les satislhire. paraissent meeonuaitre aujourd’hui les principes tpi’ils 
etaient heureux alors de voir del'endre par lc Gouvernement. 

La situation est cependaut ahsolumcnt la memo. L’Arret quo nous iuvoquous 
semhle avoir etc fait pour l’ospece qui so presente aujourd’hui. Si le dernier omprunt. 
avait etc eontrade par d’autres hanquiers (pie 3131. de llothsehild, eeu.x-ci n’auraicnt 
pu, pour lour creance resultant d’une avanee anterieure ct I'aisant partic de la (Idle 
Hottante, saisir les produits de cet omprunt (‘litre les mains do scs detenteurs. 

Le fait qii(‘ comme cessionnaires de l'l'inprunt iIs sent eux-memos detenteurs de 
funds (mi' provenant, no lour domic pas davautage le droit de les saisir outre hairs 
propres mains par \oie de compensation on de retention. 

Nous nous etonnons quo des principes aussi elementaires puissent avoir etc un 
soul instant meeomuis, et nous osperons (pi<“ les Gouvernemonts intdresses sauront en 
imposer le respect. 

1 *• it mi n 

\ euulez, «xc. 

(Signd) C. CHEVALIER. 

E. 11. 31AC1II AVELLL. 
Prince A. MOUROUSE 
VETS Lit A. 


Inc Insure 2 in No. 1 I. 


Coup. d’Aitki. 3 Lixti, d'Ai, i:\axiuue. 


Alfa ire Mauri's v. Oonrernement Eqyplien.—Arret du 12 Juin. .‘>79. 

LA Conr, 

Attendu (pi<* par .lugenumt de dofaut eu date du 11 Edxrior, 1878, du Tribunal do 
Premiere Instance du Cairo, le Gouvernemenl Egyptian a etc condamne a pavi'r a 
Moures la sommo eapitale de 181.2:59 fr. 20 e., avee les interets a raison de 1 2 pour 
c('nt ]>ar an, dopuis ie jour de la demande; 

Attimdu (pi'en xertn de co .1 ugement et par aote on date du 2 t 3lai dernier, de 
r l oumaiK'll, luussicr an Cairo, 31 oil res a saisie-arrele entre les mains du Sieur John 
Itudoll Lorent, qualilie (kins l'c\]>loit d’ngent d de represoutant au Cairo des maisons 
de llanque Rothschild and Sons, de Londres, d Rothschild, Ere res, de Paris, toutes les 
somines qui' celles-ei pourraiont devoir on devront a (pielque litre et pour quelquc 
cause quo ce suit au Gouvernement Egxptien, notamment colics piorennnt de Tempi unt 
nominate de 8.500.000/. re'eemment contractu par le dit Clouvei n< ment ; 

Attendu (pie par exploit du memo jour de riiuissior Sorra, 1<> Com ornament 
Egy|)ti(‘ii a assignes 3Ioures doxant le Tribunal de Premiere instance du Cairo pour 
entendre dire et (Idolater quo eette saisie-arret dtait nulle, et en entendre ordonnor la 
nminlevee pure et simple avee eondanmation aux ddpen.s ; 

Attendu quit raudience le Gout ('ruement a couclii, en outre, a ee (pu‘ 31oures fut 
condamne, a 9 T. 200 de dominates pour action vextitoire; 

Attendu (pie par .lugenumt en date du 6 de ee mois le Tribunal du Cairo a 
prononce la nultite de la saisie, en a domic nminlevee et a condamne 3Ioures aux 
depens sans accorder des dommages ; 

Attimdu quo par acte de l’huissier llossetto, en dat(> du memo jour, Moures a 
relexe appel de ee ,)ugement, qu’a raudience de la Cour le Gouxcrue’meiit a declare 
relevi'r appel incident, et persiste dans sa demande on 9 E. 200 de domnumes- 
interets; 

Qu’il s'agit de statuer sur ce double appel; 

Sur l’appel ])rineipal: 

Atleiulu im I a it quil est recounu par tonic les pm ties, et qiion ue saurait contester 
que les (lernirrs suisie.s-arretes entre les mains des Sieurs Rothschild proriennent dc Tcmprnnl 
piddle dccretc le 20 October dernier par Son Altesse le Khedive en sa qualite de Chef de T EtaI 
et r'mis par les Simtrs Rothschild comme ai/ents et pour le eompte da (inure) nement Ei/uplien 
en execution dc la Conxamtion du 151 du memo mois, 

Quil resulte, soil du Dccrct, soit de la Conxamtion profiles, quo cot empruut a etc 
contracte dans le hut de reylei la situation Jinaneiere de TElat, qiTil est dour certain que les 
foods qui en proriennent sont des deniers afectes a un service public ‘ 

Attimdu en droit qu’il resulte de plusieurs Arrets antdrieurs de la Cour qui nVmt, 
fait qii(> proelamer en eette matiero un prineipe unanimeineut consum'd par la science 
et par la jurisprudence quo les fonds de 1’Etat alfectes a des services publics etaient 

insoisissdblr.s , 

Attendu quo 31oures, sans contester ees principes, ohjeete simplomont que si les 
deniers de 1 Ktat sont insaisissahles, e’esl uniquomont lovsqu’ils sont deposes dans 
d(*s eaisses puhliques et non pas lorsqu’ils sont comme dans l’espeee, en des mains 
tierces; 

Attendu quo 1 insaisissahilite des loads de l’Etat alleetes a des sendees publics no 
saurait ddpimdre du lieu dans loqtiol ees fonds sont deposes, mais bien de lour nature 
memo et de lour destination, qu’il importe quo l’Etat conserve ses louils dans ses eaisses 
on les depose dans des mains tierces, quo eette eirconstance aceessoire ne saurait leur 
enlever le earaetero de fonds publics qu’ils tienmmt de leur origine et des dispositions 
des lois ou des r eg laments ; 

Attendu au surplus, qu’il est formellement explique par 1’Article XI de la Con¬ 
vention intorvomi 1<> 61 Oetohre, 1878, outre le 3[iuistro dis Einances et 3LM. lloths¬ 
ehild, que e(‘s (lerniers out einis l’emprunt eomnu* agent et pour le eompte du 
Gouvernement Egyptien, qu’il suit de lii que les funds appartenant au Gouvcrnoment 
et qui se trouvent encore entre lours mains doicent etre assimiles aux fonds deposes dans 
les eaisses de TEtat; 

Attendu des lors que e’est a tort que 31 cures a pratique une saisie-arret entre 
i ,w1 '] E 
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!es mains do- Siours Rothschild -ur les soimncs pimonant du dernier omprunt ot epic 
c’ot a IVnilvoit (pie lo Tribunal du Cain 1 on a prononod la nullitd; 

Sur 1’appol incident, 

Attondu (pie rion n'dtablit quo Mourns on pratiquant la siisio-arrol du 2 t Alai 
dernier, ail on la pciisee do 1’ormor oontie lo Gou\enioment uno action voxatoiro; 

Quo crdancior impair du Gouvenioment il n'a potusnivi qu’un soul but, lo 
romboursomont do sa ordanoo; 

Qu’il n'y a point lieu, on consequence, do lo eondntnncr a des domniages ; 

Atleudu quo la pnrtie qui stiecombo doit dtro oondamndo aux depons; 

Par cos molifs. 

Et pour crux lies premiers .Innos qui n'y suit pas eontrnires: 

La Courjugeant publiipiement et eontradiemirement, 

Le Alinistere Public ontondu, 

Apros on a\oir ddlibdrd, 

Eeroit on la I’orino taut l'appel principal do AlourN quo 1'appel incident du 
Alinistere lies Finances (>t statuani "iir ee- dou\ appels, 

Conlirme le .lugcment attaipid et oondamno l’appelant principal soit Olivers In 
Alinistere des Finances, suit emu’s la Caisse .ludiciaire, aux entiors depens do I’appel. 

Lo President, 

iSigndj LA PENN A. 


No. Id. 

Tm A/ioi/io’.'. of ><ilishuni In Mi. Eijerton. 

(No. ••120.) 

Sir. h'hrriijn 0(fii'<‘, October 7, 1 Sjs.j. 

1 TRANSMIT to you heiownil. lor \nur iufonnalion ami ”iiulam*e in any <IL<!Uv>ions 
that may take place on the Mthjoct, a copy ot a letter from the Treason,* inclosing a 
Minute ex])lanatory of tlm e\aei po.sition in uliieu Her Majest}L (ioxernmeni stand 
financially towards the (!o\eminent of I1U the I\iiedi\e. 

It would he desirable to place on lecurd the agreement that tin* eharue on l^i;yj)tian 
revenues on account of the capitation charge of \I. per month for each man of the 
British Army of Occupation shall, from the 1st Ajnil hmt, not exceed a maximum sum of 
200,000/. a-year; and also the consent of Her Majesty's (Jos eminent to the deduction 
during the present year and next year of \ per cent, from the -*> per cent, interest on the 
Suez ('anal shares held by them. 

I have accordingly to instruct \<m to addn^ss a note to Nubar Pasha, set I ini** forth 
these two points, and requesting an acknowledgment. 

1 am. &e. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. Mi. 

Mr. Ef/erton lo the Mnn/uis of Solislmni .— {Heceired October IT) 

(No. 71 d.) 

My Lord, Van o, October ft, 18S0. 

WITH reference to m\ dispatches Nos. <i(>7 and i have the honour to inclose 
herewith a Memorandum hv Mr. Vincent on the aholiliou ol the eonee and the reduc¬ 
tion of land taxation, proposed h\ Lord Northbrook, and assented to hv the Powers to 
the amount of JjO.ooO/. 

Mr Vincent L averse, under the eireumstauees, of the inereaMm* deficit of the 
Uomain", of the holme and otlier taxes on Europeans not having been yet put into force, 
and of the allowance which he feels compelled to make for nonoaleurs ” in the land-tax, 
to spare more than lo<H)00/. of the granted lor the ndief of lamb 

Now, it L agreed that lot,000/. must he diooted to the relief of certain districts 
in special need of it in I pper kigypt, there would not, according to Mr. Vincent, he more 
than ft0j)()n/. to earn out i'olouel Scott-Moncrielf's corvee abolition scheme. 

Mr. Vincent's \ieu. therefore, if pm^Med in, puts a stop to the project, a> it would 

* *\u. n. 


j 


mu:. 




scarcely bo possible fo imbu-e the Notable-, who pro lit by the corvee, (o agree in the 
General Assembly to ;b.> imposition of a supplementary tax to replace it by paid 

labour. 

It is the duty of the financier in Egypt to display such prudence as Air. Vincent's; 
on the other band, an immense boon would be conferred on Egypt bv Colonel Aloncrioff’s 
scheme: the prosperity of the country would, without doubt, be enormously increased bv 
the abolition of corvee; but, -i}- Mr. Vincent, that prosperity will not make it-mjf 
sensibly felt on the finances at once. 

Still, after all T have heard on both side-, 1 cannot help inclining to the bolder 
course. 

To my mind, flic serious ri-k would be, were any error to be made by Colonel 
Mouerieff in his calculation respecting the carrying out of the reform, both as to the cost 
and as to his power of earning through a measure (which we have reason to know is not 
approved of by the Notable-) agaiu-t (be ob-tades which they will no doubt put in his 
way. ^ 

To my quo-lion-, Colonel Moncrietf assures me that with the eonee redemption 
money lie ha- named, am! with bis present stall'of olliecrs, the canals will be kept in better 
order than they ever have been for years past, and also that, with Briti-h intltience as it 
now is here, no Aludir or local autlioiity will be able to thwart his work : and that he has 
no fear in carrying out this eonee abolition reform, though lie is prepared for discourage¬ 
ment and opposition. 

To revert to Mr. Vincent’s objections. Admitted that be is justified in lav ing bands 
on a sum granted for the relief of land, and admitted that the Domains will cost 
100,000/. more than the normal Budget, is it quite clear (as Europe lias agreed to it in 
the Declination of March last) that the house-tax, and even other taxes, on Europeans 
will not come into force at the beginning of the year? and that there is consequently 
necessity to allow for a reduction on this score of so large a sum as 100,000/. from the 
anticipated receipts of the normal Budget? 

Again, as for the 100.000/. which Mr. Vincent wishes to keep in hand to provide for 
" non-valeurs,*’ 1 learn from him that the revenue has been coming in of late so much 
better than anticipated, that he will have a large sum in hand at the end of the year. 
This may, 1 trust, encourage him to greater confidence in the future, and to consent to 
the great and salutary reform which 1 trust may be carried out at once, so that it may be 
possible to complete this good work, and leave it ;is a record of the presence of the 
English in Egypt. 

I have &c, 

(Signed) ' EDWIN II. EGERTON. 


Inclosurc in No. IB. 

.Vo tv on the Corvee. 

IN the scheme lor (lie abolition of the corvee, which is mentioned in Mr. Egerions 
despatches ot the 12th and I Bill September, it is estimated that a -mu ol 1 011 , 111 ) 11 /. will 
be available in IS,SO for (lie reduction of charges on land, or for the substitution of paid 
labour tor the corvee. I regret to -Into, however, that it will not be possible lo -ot aside 
-il considerable a -um in 1^0 for the reduction of taxation. 

Since the Gonveiitiun of the 1 Till .March was signed, the estimated deficit of the 
Domains lias increased by 100,000/. This deficit lias to be met from Government funds. 
* hi the other baud, certain taxes on European-, which were estimated to <>iu‘ 100,000/. 
have not \d been accepted l,v the Bovver-, and, 1 think, no receipt under this hend 
should be counted upon until llie law-niv actually in force Further, it will aluavs be 
necessary to maintain a certain muiein between the amount of (he land-tax set down in 
the register- and the e-timated net r< venue Every year there are lands which are 
eaten awav In the Nile, others obtain no water owing to the imperfect canal -v-teni* to 
both cia-se- a total or partial remis-ioii of taxation has to be made. The laTare of the 
nop- in certain district- i- by no means a rare occurrence. \ maigin ot, at lea-t 
ii'O.ntai/.. under tlii- head, is absolutely neecs-an. it' we do not wish to run the risk ot ;[ 
deficit at t lie end of (lie year. 

These three items make up a total of ilnn.MOii/., leavinn onl\ 1»();)/. f ryt . f tn - 
reduction of taxation. 

It the Ei;)ptiuu < !ovt rmiiciil is determimd to re-mne pa\ incut .n full in 1 S>7 it is 
essential lliat remissions o| taxation, even tioni this reduced fund, -hoalil onlv l»» 
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granted after the clearest evidence that the land is unable to pay the present tax, and 
will fall out of cultivation without remission. 

It must he remembered, with regard to the contemplated reduction of land-tax, 
that in Lower Egvpt. at least, the position of the cultivator has been profoundly modified 
by the utilization^!' the barrage, and the consequent improvement of irrigation. Water 
has never been so plentiful in the summer as in the years 188-1 and 1885. The 
increased value of the cotton crops of the»e two years, owing to this cause, has been 
estimated by competent authorities at £ E. "2,000,000, and I believe that this figure, as 
regards 18S4 at least, is not over the mark. 

With regard to the corvee, 1 consider that it is the first abuse which we should 
remedy, and would devote to this purpose any surplus which may remain after payment 
in full has been assured, and after a fair sum has been given to sinking fund. 

1 believe, however, that the evil of the corvee is so great that the inhabitants of the 
various provinces might fairly be called upon to pav a supplementary lax of sufficient 
amount to replace the corv.'e by paid labour, provided all guarantees were given that the 
money thus paid should not he diverted to any other purpose. 

An attempt of (his nature has been made in 1885 in two provinces, but it is yet too 
soon to pronounce upon its success. 

(Signed) EDGAR VINCENT. 

October 1, 1885. 


No. 17. 

Mr. Eqerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 13.) 

(No. 7 U.; 

My Lord, Cairo, October 8, 1885. 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose the monthly Return for September of the sums 
received from the assigned revenues by the Caissc dc la Dettc Publique. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosuve in No. 17. 

Caisse ue la Dette Publique. 

Auntie 1885. — Mois do Soptombro. 

•] cat Mensuel des Sommcs versecs u la Caisse do la Detto Publique sur les Revenus 

affectes. 


Dette Unifikk 


Echeance du l er Novcmbre, 1883 — 
Capital n stant a ammtir 

Dotation d’intcrcta 


£ .s. 

.. 33,991.320 0 

1,119,820 8 


Designation 

de* Vrovinco et Administrations 
dont les lievemiN 

sent atfcctcs au Service de la Dette Chita e. 


homines versees- 


Du l or au 
DO Septembre. 
1 883 . 


Du ‘23 A\iil 
au 31 Aout, 1 s«s. 5 . 


Totaux 

au 30 Septembre, 

1 H 8 r> . 


Ibovince de Garbieli • • • • • * 

f , de noutieh .. 

„ do llctura 

„ de Siout 

Dauancs .. • • • • 

]>itiits sur les tubuo (Vimportation.. 

Soldes eneaisscs des provinces pav le Minister*. 1 

des Finances au 31 Decembre, 1884 
Lxcedmt au 25 A\rd 


1‘ T. p. 
3,3842)00 on 
3,20s,07f» 02 
1,37-3.200 00 
.3,911,720 29 
1,810,300 00 
1,8-3 TOO 00 


1 \ i. p. 
12,190,830 30 
4,088,201 21 
.3,007,032 20 
29,090,122 07 
17,920,20.3 It 
0 , 070 , 1)00 00 


20,37 1.902 31 


74,900,318 ts 


1\ T. p. 

13,373,7*10 30 
7,290,337 2 1 
0,982,232 20 
33,031,818 30 
22,730,303 11 
7,921,700 00 

9,200,88 l 23 
19,231,782 Oi 

133,997,087 33. 


i* 1,579,100 
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Dette Privilegiee. 


r 

Echeance du 13 Uetobre. 1885- 
Cnpital lCstaut a amortir 


Dotation d'inteiet'' .. .. .. . 

Dotation effective d’amortiVscnient 

Keliqunt de <ette dotation, dkponible pour lVclkanoc suivantc 


£ 

22 , 296,800 

557,420 


Sommcs versecs- 


Dc&ignation <k> Administrations 
dont les Ilevenas «ont affectes au Sen ice de ia 
Dette Pri\ ilegiee. 


Du au 
.30 Septembre, 
1883 . 


Du 13 Ami 
au 31 Aout, 1883, 


Totaux 

au 30 Septembre 
1883 . 


V. T. p. P. T. p. 1\ T. p. 

(’lamina de for, 'Jclt'graphe-, et Port d’Ale.xandrio ., 4,894,200 00 21,130.000 00 26,314.200 00 

i ___ __ _ 

l I 

Soil .. .. .. ..! .. ! .. £ 270,107 


Xo/a. —IA> complement <lei dotiitiim- (!<_■ la Dette l’rivileuiec est prcleve sur lrs revenus du la Dett' 
l.’nifiee. 

Les Oommissai res-Direel ears, 

(Signe) V MTS ERA. 

G. LE ClIEVALLER. 

Pour eopie eonforme: 

Le Coritroleur, 

(Signe; W. Mog. 

Le Cairo, le P' Octobre, 1885. 


No. 18. 

Mi. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 18.) 

(No. 715.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 4, 1885. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith to your Lordship for reference, if 
required, copy of a demand made by the Egyptian Government a few days ago on the 
Caisse for a sum of 100,000/. on account of the sums reserved for the service of the 
Treasury, as mentioned in Article !) of the Decree of July last. 

The inclosed answer of the Caisse expresses the objections of the latter to give 
the sum, constituting itself judge of the order in which the payments are to he made, 
and apparently mistaking the funds reserves pour le service do la Tresorerie ” for a 
reserve fund. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN U. EGERTON. 


Inelosurc 1 in No. 18. 

Moustapha Fell in y Pasha to the Commissioners of the Caisse. 

Messieurs, Le Caire, le 27 Septembre, 1885. 

J’Al Phonneur de vous prior de vouloir bien mettre a ma disposition la somrac de 
100,000/. a valoir sur les 51)0,000/. prevues a PArticle 9 du Decret du 27 Juillet, 1885, 
pour fonds reserves pour le service dc la Tresorerie. 

Jo vous saurais gre, Messieurs, de vouloir bien me laire savoir le plus tot. possible, 
•si vous preferez on laire le versement a Londres on a Alexandric, afm (pie je puisse 
prendre mes dispositions on consequence. 

Le Miuistre des Finances, 

(Signe) MOUSTAPHA FEIIMY. 


|GS9] 
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lnclosure 2 in No. IS. 

M. I ’f/M'i'ii to Moustaplia Felony Pasha. 

M. le Minimi re, Le Cairo, le 1" Oriobre, 1885. 

NO \j 8 a\ons cu I’honneuv de vecovoir \utvc lcttrc du 27 Scptembre ccoule par 
laquclle vous nous demaudez dc met Ire a votro disposition la somme do 100,000/. a 
valoiv sur les 500,000/. prevuo a l’Artiele !) du Decret du 27 Jnillet, 1885, comme 
funds resenes pour le sen ice do la TnSorerie. 

Aux termcs des Article NL do la Convention Internationale dc Mars 1885, ot 9, 
§ 3, du Decret Khedivial precite, le muni ant do l’cmprunt, on ])lutot son surplus, 
le roglemcut des imlemnitds assure, doit ctre par nous vemis au Ministore des I’inances, 
an fur ot a mosure do sos besoins. 

Conformcment a ccs dipositions, nous avons deja, sur vos domaiulos, ollectue au 
profit do votre Departement, sur les fonds ontre nos mains, los remises sui\antes :— 

1. 00,000/. pour remlioursor paroillo Miinmo duo ii la Banque d’Angleterre par le 
Couvernoment. 

2. 150,000/. pour lemboursement egal a la Bam pic Impdriale Ottomano. 

3. 102,501/. 2,v. pour montant egal ivnilxmrse au Credit J'oiicier. 

1. 500,000/. pour reinboursenient egal a la Bampic Anglo-Euxptionno. 

5. 101,911/. 1 7.v. 5</. pour paiomont do la Moukabalah do 18s|, ( >t a vnloir sur los 
transports dus aux cliemins do for 

l’our touli's cos remises \otre Pxccllenco nous a fourni l'indioation des besoins 
auxqui'ls olios devaient lain* face. 

A1 ais dorogeant aujourd’bui au inode sui\i jusqu’iei, urns nous dcniande/ on bloc, 
sans nous dire pour quels besoins, line somme do 100,000/. 

Nous ne pouriioiis, sans nous mettre on opposition avee lo.s terinosdes dispositions 
locales ])lus limit rappeleos, Cairo droit a line demande ainsi tbrmulee. 

Noils \oils pnoiis done, M h* Ministre, do nous specifier a quels besoins la somme 
do 100,000/. qui on a fait Bob jet ost destineo, ot, sous reserve ill's justilieations a nous 
fournir ulterieurement. on \ertu des \rtielos \lll do la Convention 1 nternationale et 
11 du Decret, nous la preleveions immedialement sur la somme do 193,010/. 18s. 5 d., 
la seulo aetuellement (lisponible entio nos mains. 

i’einn ttez nous d’ajouter toutelois qi e noils de\ ions imimler ee prolev omont sur 
les deficits de 188J on de 1885, scion IVxotoiee auipU'l stmt allerentes les depenses 
auxtpielles il devra faiie lace, ot non sur los 500,001)/. rose rides oommo dernieic rhaigc 
Mir los prodnits dc l'cmpriitit pour lc sen ioo do la Trdsoieiie. 

.Jusqu’a oononmmeede2,(>70,000/.et de 2 P.1,200,000, los sommesqui \ousserout 
neeossaires pour solder vos depenses amorces do 1881. oil vos deputises di* 1885 
constituent los pi ombres chaises auxquolles, apres lo paiomont dos indemnitos, los 
pioduits de l’omprunt sont allectes; il osi done idt "i 1 1 tpu*eest suulonicnt apres ip a* 
nos remises auront alteint ees dmi\ eliill'res ot non avant qti'il pourra y a\oir lion do 
touohei an fonds do rdsono dtabli par lo Decret. 

lb ce\t'z, Ne. 

l.o f ommisairo do 8er\ioo. 

(Si and) NETS DBA. 


No. It). 


Mi. Et/ei ton to tin Mm (jit is of S ih'■bury. — (lu < e/reit 0 (tuber 13.) 

(No. 713. Confidential.) 

"Mv Lord, ('niio, ()< tober 5, 1885. 

* [ HAVE the honoin to inclose a Confidential Meumiamlttm In Mi. Vincent oil the 

probable revenue and expenditure of Egypt for 1885, and inclosing a Table comparing 
thorn with the original estimates of the Budget, and with the actuals of 188 t. 

The icvenue appeals to be coming in satisfactorily and llieie scents every prospects 
of a surplus of l E. 2'51, OHO. 

Mi Vinci nt calls .iltentmn lo the hum di licit ol 17 1 >.<MM*/ tiout the I)oui.nus and 
Da ira 

’flu- deficit from ibe Dana i- pul al 22<».olio/ , |h.it is to-av, veil eon-'ilei.ibh more 
tliuii in 1 V M, the atraugeim nt ol tin accounts ui the Dana icpoit sent Inunc in my 
despatch No. 380 of lin* Jtitii nllmio -i\ in- hutaieiy i illacioiis pictmc ol the state of 


things when the ilcticit for 18^4 was di scribed as under 12, Oo0/.! In Joining out flic taxes 
duo to the Government and the arrears. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) EDWIN 11. EGEliTON. 


lnclosure in No. 19. 

Ao/e on the Ret tied Estimates of 188,5. 

(Confidential.) 

THE accompanying Table gi\es the probable revenue and expemlitiue of the 
^oyidb’.n Govormnenl for the year 1885, and compares them with the oiiginal estimates 
set down in the Budget, and with the actuals of 1881. 

The corrected estimate of revenue for the year amounts to V E. 9,5-15,000, an 
amount eonsideiably in excess of the largest revenue of picvious years. The doubtful 
element in this figure is the land tax, amounting’ to 0 E. 5,135,000. As the last three 
months ot the Egyptian financial year are the largest revenue months, considerable 
difficulty is experienced in forming a closely accurate estimate until within a few weeks 
of the 31st December. A fall of 20 piastres in the price of cotton in the months of 
October and November would probably lead to a deficiency' of 2 E. 200,000 on estimates 
previously correct. With the exception of the land tax I think all the estimates arc 
within the mark. 

1 would draw attention to the largo increase of the Custom-house and Bailway 
icceipts, which show a satisfactory state of trade in the country’. 

'flic estimated expenditure amounts to 2E 9,514,000. This tigiuo is somewhat in 
excess of the original estimate framed at the beginning of the year, principally' owing to 
increased traffic on the railways and to expenditure on the Coast-guard service, which has 
boon brought up to a high .state of efficiency. 

Comparing the revenue 2 E 9,54 5.000 with the expenditure 2 E 9,51 t,000, we 
have an estimated sin plus of 2 E. 231,000. 

The expemlitiue on the Soudan, for which 2 E, 1,000,000 was provided in the loan, 
"ill, 1 hope, not exceed L' E 300,000 during (lie year, leaving 2 E. 10o,000for Soudan 
expenditure in future years. 

One of the most tuts,itislaotoiy toatuics m the expcmlituio ol the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment is the largo amount spent upon the army and the gemlaimeiic I < (insider it 
ot (lie utmost importance that those (wo forces -liould no longer bo kept soputafo with 
luigc liead-quaiter establishment", scpaiate recruiting arrangements, and al! the attendant 
evils, but that some scheme should bo devised for maintaining order in the eoiui'ry at a 
nimc economical rale. 

Anotboi point, to vvltult 1 dosiie to draw attention, is the huge deficit of the 
Domains and Dana Administiatioiis. The Domains deficit lias been estimated at 
2 1*1. 253,000, notwithstanding the reduction of 2 E. tO,O00 made by the Convention on 
a< count of sinking fund. The Dana deficit is estimated at 2 E. 220,000, making a total 
<4 2 E 170,000, which the Government has to pay on account of Administrations 
piaeticiillv outside its control, 

Nmieil) 11DG V I* \ IN CENT. 

Cain., ()itohei 2. Inn.j. 










Xo. -0. 

Mr. hynton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 13, 3*30 i\M.) 

(Xo. 1-OS.) 

(Tolc-raphie.) ^ ^ . CW,o, October 13, 1SS5. 

MV\. V 1XCRXT in I onus me llial the Egyptian Govern) mm it is much embarrassed 
*i( refusal ol A\ ar Oflice to pay 110,000/. passed hy Paymaster for railway charges. 
Railway financial year hove closes on 1 Itli October. 

lie strongly ur-es that paymeni may he made to-morrow. 


Xo. 21. 

The Marquis of Salishitrh to Mitsunts Pasha * 

■ % i/ 

r l II li .Marquis of Salisbury presents liis compliments to the Turkish Ambassador, 
and \\ ould lx* much obliged (o his Excellency ii lie will he good enough lo sign the 
Declaration scut herewith, explanatory of Article 2d of the draft Decree annexed to 
the original Declaration <>| the 2/th March last, relative to the finances of kgvpt. 
Porrii/n Office, October 11, lSSd, 


No. 22. 

Mr. A no.v to Sir J. Pnuncefole.—(Received October Id.) 

War Office, October 11, 1S S 5. 

_ A 1T11. reference to your letter of the 13th inslant, T am directed by Mr. Secretary 
Smith to acquaint you that the .Paymaster-General has this day been instructed to 
cause the sum ol 100,000/. to he placed to the credit of the Caisse de la Dettc 
I’Lihliquc d’Kgy pte at (he Hank of Pun-laud, on account of the demand of the Egvptian 
Government for the payment of 110,000/. for railway charges. 

The amount so lodged has been advanced subject to an ev-mination of tin- 
conditions under which tin- claims for railway charges have been mu lo. 

T am to add that the Egyptian Government has been informed, bv telegraph, that 
tlu- sum abo\c mentioned has been placed to its credit. 

I have, Ac. 

(Si-rued) I!. II. KNOX. 


No. 2d. 

.'feinortiiultiM In/ Mr. IVUlcocks on Xnbar Pasha's Scheme for the Abolition of the Corvee. 

ALL land-holders arc hound to pa\ land tax, and also supply coneo or forced labour 
tor clearing the canals. This corvee would represent an additional tax of from 2* to Gr/ 
per acre, according to the quality of the land, if all land-owners supplied their fair share 
ol labour. Hul as the inlluenlial land-owners neither supply corvee nor pav redemption, 
the whole work falls on the small holdeis, who in some localities do an amount of work 
which represents 10.s\ per acre. 1 he evils of the corvee are very numerous, and a few 
of the more patent ones are given below :— 

1. It gives the village Headmen unlimited power, and enables them to practise all 
kinds of exactions on the fellah. 

2. It prevents the small land-holder from attending to his own fields, as durir-r the 
six most important months of the year he is away digging canals. 

3. It costs the country about 1,000,000/. per annum, while contractors with dredqers 

and task-work could do the work for 411,500/. J 

4. Intil the corvee is abolished the courbash will flourish. 

Any opportunity ol abolishing the corvee should he hailed with delimit and an 
opportunity has just offered. 

'flic Convention with the Powers allowed Egypt to reduce hy 450,000/. the land 

# AIm> to Count Munster, M. Waddington, M. Ilengehniiller. Chevalier Catalani, and M Uouteneff 

l (589 J G 
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tax. Mr. Gibson recommended a reduction in Upper Egypt at once of 104,500/., anti 
Nubar said, “ Instead of reducing the remaining 340,000/., let us go on taking it and 
give it over to the Department of Public Works to go towards redemption of the 


corvee.” 


The estimated cost of corvee redemption was in Upper Egypt 19-3,300/., and in 
Lower Egypt 218,000/., making a total of 411,500/. Upper Egypt was to have its corvee 
entirely redeemed, leaving 152,000/. for redeeming the corvee in Lower Egypt. As the 
corvee redemption of Lower Egypt was to cost 21S,000/., there would still he needed 
)0,O00/. This latter could be made to represent work on small local canals to be cleared 
by the villages responsible. 

Sir E. Haring and Mr. Vincent had approved of this last March. Now Blum Pasha 
and Mr. Westland come in and say, “ This is not according to Convention; you may 
reduce 450,000/. if you like, but your whole expenditure is tied down to 5,237,<>00/., and 
you must not, without the consent of the Powers, add to that 340,000/.” To which 
Nubar Pasha replies, “ Then let us make the reduction of 450,000/., and on the same day 
stick on a new local tax (which we may keep out of the Budget a* we have hitherto done 
the corvee redemption money) to the amount of 345,500/.'’ The reply V, “ You may do 
this, but you cannot raise any new tax without the consent of the Chamber of Notables,’’ 
eighty or ninety umdelis, pig-headed, illiterate louts, to a man devoted to the conee, to 
which of course thrij don’t subscribe. 

Nubar Pasha swears that the corvee shall go, while the Khedive blows hot and cold, 
and now he has put his foot down and says he won’t take any action without the consent 
of Lord Salisbury. Mr. Egerton has approved of MY. Willcocks going to Lord Salisbury 
and laying Nubar Pasha’s views before him. Colonel Monerietf ditto. 

As the Egyptian land-holder pays the State in money and in labour, when relief 
has to be given it is the same whether it is given in money or in labour. The relief in 
labour, or, in other words, the abolition of the corvee, would be the most popular thing 
the English Government could do in Egypt, and would stamp for ever our government 
of the country. Once the corvee was abolished, it could not he put on again by any 
civilized Power. 

The Agricultural Councils meet on the 14th December and settle on the woik of the 
following year. 'Phis question, if settled at all, must therefore he settled soon. 

October 16, 1 *85. 


No. 2 L 

The Mtin/uis of SiiUsbitn/ to Mr. hh/erlon* 

(No. 334 ) 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 1(5, !SS5. 

THE Declaration as to the interpretation of Article 23 of the Egyptian Decree 
relative to the new Guaranteed Loan lias this day been signed, in the form desired by 
the Egyptian Government, by the Hepresentatives at this Court of the Grunt Powers 
and of Turkov 

t 

I inclose printed copies herewith. 

1 am, No. 

(Signed) SALISHI BY. 


I nclosure in No. 2 4. 

Ocelli ration ^ii/ucit October lb, 1885. 

ENTBE les Couvorueincnts do la Cramie-Bretagne et d’lrlamle, d'Alleinagne, 
d’Autriche-llongrie, do Prance, d’ltalie, do Bussie, <4 do Timpiie, a etc arrete d’un 
common accord la Declaration suivaute:— 

“ Oe'eliirntioii. 

“ Les Gouvernements do hi Grande-Bretagne et dTrlamle, d’Alleinagne, d’Autricho- 
llongrio, do France, d’Italic, de Bussie. et do Turquie, Siuaiatnires de la Declaration 
relative mix finances de I'Kgvptedii 17 Mars, lss.5, pom- obvier mix dillieultes quo 


* A1m» to \ ucotim L\oh* (\t>. K .t~) Sir \ i\u*ct (Xu. *219), Sir h. M iV ( No. 455 >, Sir .). S Limey 
N Af><), Mt (iio^wnor No. '>7*) Gt i Sit , Wtuti*(Nu 371) 


le textc do 1 Article 23 du Pro jot de Doovot annoxoa la Ddolavalion prooitoo pouvvait 
amencr, sont convcnus de 1*Article suivant dans le but d’intorpreter PArticle 23 du 
Deerct:— 

“‘L’Artielc 23 du Projot do Decret annexe h la Declaration Internationale du 
17 Mars, 1885, loin de porter la moindre atteinte a la forclusion ctablie par 1’Article 86 
de la Loi de Liquidation, a eu au contra ire pour but de conlinm i i' eelte forclusion. 
on fixant seuleinent un dclai dans loquel le regloment des (lottos incut ionnccs si 
VArticle 6(5 de eettc memo Loi devra etre reclame du Gouvernomont Euyptien, qui les 
a reconnucs.’ ” 

En foi de quoi les Soussignes, Represent ants des Gouvernenumts precites, (lament 
auiorises a cet effet, out signe la presente Declaration et y ont appose le sceau (le lours 
arinos. 


Fait a Londres, le 16 Octobre, 1885. 


(L.S.) 

(L.S.) 

(L.S.) 

(L.S.) 

(L.S.) 

(L.S.) 

(L.S.) 


SALISBURY. 
MUNSTEH. 
11ENGELM U LLER. 
WADDING TON. 

T. CATALAN!. 
BOUTEN EFF. 
MUSE BUS. 


o. 2 


Nil. 
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No. 20. 

Mi. Eyciton to the Marquis of Sail shin //.—(Rirriinl October 20.) 

(No. 72J.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 10, 1885. 

WITH refeience to lm despatches Nos. 088 and 008 of the 20tli and 20th 
ultimo. 1 have tin 1 honour to incdoso copy of a Circular of the Caisso to the 
Uepiesenlat i\es of the honors here, to the effect that the difference between them 
and tlu 1 Messrs. Rothschild has now ceased. 

This they attribute to the oiled of t licit pre\ ions representations to the Powers, 
though tho\ admit that the sums which Messrs. Rothschild wished to retain have 
been retained as proposed in tin 1 original telegram ol the latter. 

It would, perhaps, have been better if the Caisse had made no further allusion to 
past discussions respecting a trivial point of form raised by them; but, unfortunately 
for tluir European reputation, the Commissioners seem now possessed with a rage for 
writing in the character of representatives not of the European creditors only hut 
of Europe in general, and to their elforts to sustain the dignity of this self-assumed 
position must he attributed most of their laic extravagance. 

I have, (fee 

(Signed) EDWIN 11. EGERTON. 


Inclosurc in No. 20. 


The Coniiiii^ioitci ' of the CVii'w to Mr. Eijerton. 

M. le Gerant, Lc Cube, le 8 Ottohir, 1 885. 

NOUN a vans on l’honncur de vous adresser le 19 Septemhre dernier une note 
collective eoneernant le difierend survenu cut re la Commission de la Dctte Publique ct 
les bampiii rs emissionna ires de 1’Emprunt Gamuti. 

Nous vous infonnoiis aujourd'hui que ee dillcreml a pris fin. 

Sm l.i pr< ssimi, qu’a notie ajipel les Gouvernements interesses out du laire 
cxereer sur mix, MM. do Rothschild sc sont enfni decides a rentrer on rapports 
directs avee nous. 

I Is out reeonnu quo e’etait a nous souls qu’ils devaieut verser les deniers 
publics eneaissos par eux et qu’ils pouvaient, eu dehors de not re eonsentement, ojierer 
sur ees lends aucun pri levement. 

La question de principe ainsi sauv(‘garden, sans nous arrefer a des questions do 
forme devenues secondaires, nous les avons autorises a prelever sur les produits 
act uels de I’Emprunt 059,268/. au profit du Gouvernement Anglais (regleinent des 
ariieris dus pour les inferets de Sue/ et les frais d’oeeupation), et 1,2511,.‘>00/ au piolit 
d’eux memos (rcglement de lours avanees). 

Hit r lions avons reeu avis quo le soldo entre leuis mains a pres ees deductions 
avail etc verse a not re credit, savoir: 800,000/ a Londres et 9,153,902 lr. 53 c. 
a Paris 

Non- esperons qiu nous tie reneontrerons jilus de diflieultes dans I’evereiee de 
nos dinits auxquels, sans les outrepassor, noils devons voilier a ee qu’il ne suit pas poite 
atteiute 

Veuillc/, &e. 

(Sign.-) G. LE C11 E\ ALIE1L 

G. 11. MAC I HAVE ELI. 
Prince A. MOUEOUSJ. 
VETS Ell A. 
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No. 27. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 20 ) 

(No. 727.) 

My r Lord, Cairo, October 12, 1885. 

WITH re gard to my despatch No. 715 of the 4th instant, respecting a fresh objec¬ 
tion raised by the Caisse to make a payment asked for by the Egyptian Government 
(which L forwarded to your Lordship for reference in case another long discussion 
resulted on this subject, and because the question concerned the payment of the Turkish 
tribute duo on the 7th, which might have been delayed by this action of the Commis¬ 
sioners), I have the honour to inclose the copy of a letter mitten to the Caisse by the 
Egyptian Government at the instance of Mr. Vincent, showing the error made by 
the Caisse in taking the sum reserved for the service of the Treasury for a reserve 
fund. 

The Caisse objected strongly to the form of this reply; but the matter in dispute 
has been subsequently arranged, aftci some discussion by Mr. Vincent directly with the 
Commissioners, and it has been agreed to suppress the previous correspondence on this 
question and to substitute the inclosed. 

I beg your Lordship to excuse me for having brought this matter before your Lord- 
ship at all. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDM IN 11. EGERTON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 27. 

Moustapha Felnnij Pasha to the Commissioners of the Caisse. 

Messieurs, Le Caire, le 5 Oclolne, 1885. 

PAR la lettre quo vous avez bien voulu m ecrirc sous la date du P r Oetobie vous 
me faites savoir quo ee n’est settlement qu’a pres quo vos remise*- auront atteint 
2,057.000/. et £ E. 1.200,000 pour deficit de 1884 et 1885 qu’il pourra y avoir lieu de 
toucher au fonds de reserve etabli par lc Decret du 27 Juillct dernier. 

En designant sous le nom de fonds de reserve, le fond reserve pour lc service de la 
Tresorcrie, vous semblez confondre deux ideos parfaitement distmetes ; en effet, les 
£ E. 500,000 prevues par la Convention Financiere constitue un fonds de roulcment dont 
l’objet cst de faerliter le service de la Tresorerie, vu la necessity de suhvenir aux depcnscs 
permanentes de l’Administiation au cours de certaines periodes oil les recettes du Tre'sor 
tie sont pas toujours en parfaite concordance avee l’importanee de ses charges; vous con- 
viendrez avee moi. Messieurs, quo e’est toute autre chose qu'un fonds de reserve. 

En ee qui conccrne les reuseignements quo vous desirez obtenir au sujet de la 
somme demandee, je m'empresse de vous faire eonnaitre quo son montant, dont j’ai le 
besoin le }ilus urgent, est destine ii pourvoir aux depcnscs administratives eourantes, 
11 je me plais a espeter quo vous n’en ditfererez pas plus longtcmps le versement absolu- 
ment neeessaire au Trosor. 

Quant a fimputalion de cette somme, si vous preferiez I’nppliquer toutefois au deficit 
de 1885, sauf a en faire ulterieuroment l’exacte regularisation lors de la production des 
justifications pro ues par le Decret precite, je n’aurais aucune objection a soulcvcr, les 
depcnscs au.xquellcs le Tresor doit faire face appaitcnant a cet exerciee. 

Yeuillez, &c. 

Le Ministrc des Finances, 

(Signe) MOUSTAPHA FEIIMV. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 27. 

Moustapha Fehmy Pasha to the Commissioners of the Caisse. 

Messieurs, Le Caire, le 7 Octohre, 1885. 

NOUS vous prions de vouloir bien mettre a notre disposition:— 

1. A Londres, 111,867/. 17s. 3d. pour le paiement do l’ecbeance du tribut dc eo 
jour, quo vous voudrez bien faire verser par telegramme a la Banque d’Angleterre 
pour lc service de l’Emprunt 1871. 

j G89] H 
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2. A Alexandrie, 50,000/., a valoir sur le deficit dc la Dana Snnioli dc l’annee 
1884. 

3. lei, € E. 100,000, a raison dc Pinsuffisanec dc notrc cneaissc an Minist5re. 

Le premier paiemont ost imputable suv le deficit dc 1885, lc second, suv cclui de 
1884, et le troisieme suv les 500,000/. rdservees pour lc service de la Tvesororie. 

Veuillez, Ye. 

(Signe) MOUSTAPHA FEIIMY. 


Inclosuve 3 in No. 27. 

M. le Chevalier to Moustapha Fehmy Paslut. 

M. le Alinistre, (.'aire, le S Octohre, 1885. 

CONFORMKAtENT a votve demande d’liiev, nous avons telegraphic a la Ranque 
d'Angletevve de se payer a ellc-meme, sur les produits de l’Emprunf Gavanli existaut 
('Hire ses mains pour not re compte, la somme de 11 1,808/. 17*. 3d., moiitant de 
1’eeheanee du tvilmt de Constantinople a ce jour. 

Nous vous envoyons, suv les produits du memo empvunt a not re disposition en 
Kgypte, deux cheques suv le Credit Lyonnais d’Alexandrie: l’un de 50,000/., dont vous 
avez besoin pour faive un versement egal a la DaiTa Sanioh a valoir suv son deficit de 
1881-; 1’autre de £ E. 100,000, pour faive face a l’insutfisanee de votve caeaisse. 

Nous faisons les imjmtafions <h i ees remises eonformemcnl a vos indications. 

Veuillez, Ac 

Le Commissaive de Service, 

(Signe) LK CHEVALIER. 


No. 28. 

Mr. Ei/eiton to th< Marquis of Sali'bnry,—(Received October 20.) 

(No. 728.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 12, i 8 s 5. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. (>'.)!• of the 2 11 h September on th«‘ subject, 
of tin* Domains and Nubav Pasha’s suggestions for ihe diminution of the deficit, I 
have fin* honour to inform your Lordship that after Al. I lout cron’s return Mr. Gibson, 
Chekil Pasha, the Egyptian Domains Commissioner, and M. Ornstein, of the Finance 
Departimml, have, at Nubar Pasha’s suggestion, thoroughly discussed with the French 
Commissioner the question of the letting of the land now farmed by tin' Domains 
Administration at so much cost. 

The lands in the Province of Charkyeh were first treated of, and the Governor of 
tin* province consulted as 1o whether the letting prices fixed bv the Domains Adminis¬ 
tration could be obtained. The result of this examination pro\ed tint lands could be 
let, in some* cases, even at higher rail's. 

It would be necessary in main instances to sell cattle on account to tenants, and 
to lease the locomobile and eenti ifugai irrigation pumps; to this M. limit emu was at 
lirst adverse, hut, on the whole, nobody could have been apparently more conciliatory 
and fair than M. IJouteron, thus called upon, immediately on his return, to reverse a 
system pursued for so many \ears, and in which he sees tin* danger of an accumulation 
of bad debts, and other objections most serious in the eyes of so exact an accountant 
as lie is. 

“This letting of all the land is an experiment,'’ lie says, “which J am perfectly 

willing to make. I do not sav that it ma\ not give good results. Let it be tried.” 

Mr. Gibson, whose opinion is founded on a practical experience of the provinces 

possessed by few Europeans here, is strongly in favour of the change proposed. 

If the information given b\ the Mudir of ('harkveh he borne out bv resulks 

~ » * * 

throughout the count n, by the proposed letting of tin 1 lands now farmed by the 
Domains, the deficit on them, now so onerous to the State, will disappear. 

According to the Mudir, the 21,000 acres the Domains have kept in their own 
hands in that province will, if let. bring in a icntal (57,000/. per annum. 

11 is decided at one* to let all the Domain lands in the Provinces of Charkyeh 

t. 

and Assiout, and also to consult the Mudirs of the l'roviuees of Gi/eh and Menoulicli, 
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with a view to at once letting everything the Domains po.s-cs-, in those provinces 
also. 

The change then has commenced which lias been so long advocated by C’lierif 
Pasha, ltiaz Dasha, and other leading Egyptians, viz., the abandonment of the system 
of direct farming by the Domains. 

It is difficult to believe the immediate results of the change will he as brilliant 
as anticipated by some, and even by Nubar Pasha; but it is well to make the 
experiment, as nothing can be less satisfactory than the present state of things, and 
if M. Bouteron heartily enters into the new' arrangements, and at once makes the 
diminution of personnel and other administrative economics which they entail, it is 
probable that Nubar’s insistancc on this change may have a satisfactory financial 
result. 

I understand that the expenses of administration, both of tin 1 central office and 
estates, are to be reduced to a maximum of 50,000/. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) EDWIN 11. KGKETON. 


No. 29. 


Mr. E/jerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 20.) 

(No. 732. Very Confidential.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 12, 1885. 

I HAVE observed that some confusion is created bore in the financial representa¬ 
tion of the Government l»y the ill-defined positions of the leading officials. 

The Minister, Mustapha Fell my, shows infinite tact, manages the matters 
connected with the personnel of bis Department, gives an excellent opinion when 
consulted, and is essentially sound, useful, but unobtrusive. 

Ilis Under-Secretary, Blum Paslia, is quick at figures, obliging, and active, and in 
many ways most valuable. 

Mr. Vincent, as Financial Controller, has an Under-Secretary, AT. Ornstein, who is 
both zealous and useful. 

The Accountant-General, AIT. Palmer’s duties arc well defined ; lie is new here and 
coniines himself to them. 

It has become perfectly clear to mo of late, that there should be something more 
regular in the system pursued. 

I have observed, for instance, that tin* late discussions willi the C’aisse have boon 
aggravated if not brought on in great measure by this want of order. 

The other day too, to my great surprise, a legal opinion was asked lor on a 
question connected with a demand on the Caisse, and given against the Government, 
the Caisse knowing that this opinion was to be asked, and this was done without 
obtaining the previous assent of Air. Vincent. 

I therefore spoke to Nubar Dasha on this -.abject in the presence of Mr. Vincent, 
and his Excellency thoroughly agreed with me; and it was therefore decided that in 
financial questions of importance Mr. Vincent should he the one responsible head, for 
as Nubar Dasha said verv trulv, if the Financial Adviser is to be of use, he must have 
the responsibility and power. 

II is against this very Financial \dvisei, ihe existence of w honi. if no! supreme in 
financial malters is verv useless, that much of the ('(forts of the opposition to English 
ascendency in Kgypt must necessarilv lie directed. 

It was for (his reason as well as for convenience in carrying on business that I 
spoke plainly, and was glad to find Nubar Dasha was thoroughly in favour of this 
concent ration of general financial responsibility in Mr. Vincent. 

Of course no encroachment is contemplated on the province of the Financial 
Committee, onlv more regularil v and unilv of direction is aimed at. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Sinned) KDW1N II. EGERTON. 





No. 30. 


Mr. Egrrton lo the Marquis of Salisbuiy.—(Received October '20.') 

(No. 735.) 

Mv Lord, Cairo, October 13, 1885. 

AY IT II reference to my despatch No. 713 of the 3rd instant, inclosing Mr. Vincent’s 
Memorandum on the abolition of the corvee, 1 lind that Nubar Pasha is decidedly ot 
opinion that Air. A’ineent would not he legally justified in keeping in hand any portion 
of the 450,000/. granted for the relief of the land, to provide for “ non valeurs ” or 
other exigencies of the Treasury; and T find Nubar Pasha's opinion shared by those 
whom I have consulted on the subject here, and primtl facie it appears a right one. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDAYIN II. EGEltTOX. 


No. 31. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Egcrton. 

(No. 237. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, October 21, 188o, 5‘30 P.M. 

YOUR despatch No. G27 of 29th August last : Tribute for Zeyla. 

The Law Officers have been consulted, and report that Egyptian Government 
would not be justified in declining to continue the payment to the Porte, and should 
make provision for it till the Porte has accepted retrocession of Zeyla, and relieved 
Egypt from the obligation in relation thereto. 

This is in accordance with the opinion given by their predecessors, of which 
copy was inclosed in Lord Grant file’s No. GG of 20th February last. 

You had better inform Egyptian Government, confidentially, that Iler Majesty’s 
Government, acting on legal advice and after careful consideration, cannot recommend 
the Khedive under present circumstances to discontinue the payment. 


No. 32. 

The Marquis of Sulisbuni to Mr. Eger ton. 

(No. 33G. Confidential. Ext. 237.) 

gj r> Foreign Office, October 21, 1885. 

I HAVE had under consideration your despatch No. 027 of the 29th August 
last, informing me that the Egyptian Government propose to omit from the Hud get 
Estimates for 18SG the item of 11,000/., being the amount of the Zeyla tribute hitherto 
paid by the Khedive to the Sultan, and inquiring whether I will communicate this 
intention to the Porte. 

The matter in question has been referred to the Law Officers of the Crown for 
their opinion, and they have advised that the Egyptian Government would not be 
justified in declining to continue the payment of the sum of 1 1,000/. to the Porte, in 
addition to the 081,820/. fixed as the amount of the Egyptian tribute by the Imperial 
Firmans, but should make provision in their yearly .Budget for such payment, until 
the Porte has accepted the retrocession of Zeyla, and relieved the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment from the obligation in relation thereto. 

This opinion agrees with that given by the legal advisers of the late Government, 
copy of which was inclosed in Lord Granville’s despatch to Sir E. Baring No. GG ol 
the 20th February last. 

I informed you of the substance of this despatch to-day by telegraph, and 
instructed you to state confidentially to the Egyptian Government that Her Majesty’s 
Government, acting on the opinion of their legal advisers, and after due and caretul 
consideration of all the circumstances of the case, cannot recommend the Khedive to 
discontinue the payment in question for the present. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


aawWHBWK m* ******* 


29 


No. 33. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Eqerton. 

(No. 339.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 23, 1SS5. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 708,marked Private and Confidential, of the 
1st instant, inclosing copy of the draft answer which the Egyptian Government 
propose to address to the Commissioners of the Public Debt on the subject of the 
claim put forward by them in their letter of the 1st ultimo, to the effect that the 
Caisse has the right to judge previously of the utility of any expenditure made by the 
Egyptian Government. 

I have to instruct you to inform Nubar Pasha that I entirely approve of 
the terms of the draft note inclosed in your despatch above referred to. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 34. 

Mr. Eger/on to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(JieceiceJ by telegraph, October 24.) 

(No. 759. Ext. !7i.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 21, 1885. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a note from Nubar Pasha, 
suggesting that Air. Gibson be appointed Commissioner of the Domains, at a salary 
reduced from Y E 3,000 to Y E. 2,000 a-year, without entirely abandoning bis Director¬ 
ship of the Cadastre. His pay in the latter office would be reduced from £ E. 1,900 
to £ E. 500. 

Should your Lordship approve of this arrangement, Nubar Pasha is anxious to be 
informed by telegraph, in order that the Decree of appointment may be published 
before the 2Sth instant, on which day an important discussion respecting the 
Domains takes place. At present Air. Gibson has no voice, though working in the 
Domains. 

M. Bouteron is also most anxious that this matter he settled, that he may be 
relieved of part of the responsibility incurred in the contemplated changes of the 


system of managing the Domains. 


I have, Ac. 

(Signed) EDAYIN 11. EGEUTON. 


Inclosure in No. 31. 

Nubar Pasbu to Mr. Egerton. 

Al. lc Gerant, Le Caire, le 21 Octobre, 1885. 

POUR faire suite a ma communication privec concernant lo titulairc it designer 
pour le poste reste vacant aux Domaiucs par suite du deeds do Air. Row sell, j’ai 
I’honneur do vous exposer quo le Consoil des Ministrcs, on presence dcs necessites 
d’eeonomie qui s’imposent an Gouvernoment, a cru devoir proposer quo dorenavant le 
traitement des Commissairos des Domaiucs soit ramene it Y E. 2,000 par an. 

Le Conseil estime done quo le nouveau Commissaire devrait etre nomme avee eo 
traitement et sans contrat, le Commissaire actuel, M. Bouteron, devout etre dgaleiuent 
sounds aux memos conditions it l’expiration de ses engagements. 

Le Conseil serait eortainement heureux de voir Air. Gibson propose pour oeeuper 
le poste vacant aux Domaines, mais aussi, le Gouvcrnement desire vivement quo 
Air. Gibson n’abaudoune pas entidrement les fonctions qu’il remplit it PAdministration 
du Cadastre. 

Dans ectte occurrence Air. Gibson pourrait, s’il cst nomme aux Domaines, emarger 
dans ectte Administration le traitement reduit afterant an poste de Commissaire et 
rcccvoir eoiume Directeur-Gdndral du Cadastre une somme supplemcntairc de £ E. 500 
so element. 

Cette situation serait toutc personnelle ii Air. Gibson. 

J’espdre, Al. le Gerant, quo le Gouvernoment de 8a ATajestd Britannique no verra 
aueun inconvenient aux mesures proposees par le Conseil des Ministrcs et nui u’ont 
[«» 89 ] 1 





ti*. - 


d’autre but que de repondre aux besoins pressants d’eeonomie dans toutes les branches 
de rAdministration. 

Veuilloz, &c. 

Le Ministrc (les Affaires Ktrangeres, 

(Signe) X. XUBAR. 


No. 35. 

Mr. Eye) ton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 24, 4'30 p.m.) 

(No. 175.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, October 21, 1885, 3'35 v.M. 

I SENT by last mail letter ol* Caisse refusing to give small ,‘uhance asked for 

from 1,000,000/. granted by Comention on account of public works. Caisse requires 

to know works for which Khedive has given his assent, and alludes to meeting and 

dissolution of General Assembly. 

* 

f should inform your Lordship that credits are not opened here by Decree. 
Decrees are necessary merely to enable expropriation when' required for public 
works. Besides, Moncrieff’s preliminary studies are not yet made. 

Egyptian Government have answered Caisse that they cannot admit their inquiries 
into matters of administration and organic law of Egypt. 

Nubar Pasha tells me that he now makes his appeal to Europe through vour 
Lordship, lit' cannot address notes directly to the European Governments com¬ 
plaining of action of the Commissioners, as this would ben first .step towards inter¬ 
nationalism, which would he ruin of Egvpt. 

May 1 request your Lordship’s immediate action with the Powers on the receipt 
of letter of Caisse inclosed in my despatch No. 7 15 r 


No. 3(1. 

Mr. Eyerton to the Marquis of Sohsbin i/. —(Ren n etl October 2b, HO p.m.) 

(No. I?''. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) Caiio, October 20, ]88.*>, 12*10 P.M. 

IT is quite clear Caisse proposes to hamper as much as possible Public Works 
Department. 

Cause of this partly French misrepresentations and partly desire to please Pashas 
and Notables adverse to Moucrieff’s equal treatment of all in irrigation matters. 

I cannot sec that the Caisse is justified in asking for more than mere heading 
in Article No. 0 of Decree under which sums it is required to pav conn 4 . 

It is difficult to draw a line beyond this, for if more be conceded, inquisitorial 
questions respecting minor matters would follow inevitablv, which would be harassing 
to the conduct of Government Departments. 


No. 37. 

The Mutants of Stth'-buiii tu I mount Lunins* 

(No. 07.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foteiyn Offite, Ottober 2d, 1885, (I K) r vi. 

HER Majesty’s Government leant trom Cairo that Caisse, in reply to an applica¬ 
tion from Egyptian Government for an advance on account of million granted by 
Convention for public works, inquire information as to irrigation works, and refer to 
meeting and dissolution of General Assemblv, thus claiming to intervene in matters 
of administration and organic law. 

Tin* agreement between the Hi itish and French Governments, adopted by the 
oilier Powers, was that the balance ol the loan, after pav meat of indemnities, should 
be handed to Egyptian Government, and tin* words, “an fur et a mesure de leurs 
besoins,’’ inserted in the Convention, do not give Caisse anv right to withhold any 
part of the balance d< maiided hv Egvptian Government lor the purposes indicated 
in thi' Convention. (See 4i Egypt No *1, 1885,” p. 128.) 

Press Government to which vou are accredited to send distinctions in above 
sense to Cairo, so as to avoid litigation between Government and Caisse. 

* 18" n> Sit .1. s. Liimli \ (\o s\ Si t N’t ;m»,Sh K. \|tkt > \u 1 l> <>1 VIr, Groove nor 

(No I!I7). 


No. 38. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Viscount Lyons A 

(No. 315. Ext. 97.) 

My Lord, Foreiyn Office, Odobn 2(5, 1885. 

I TRANSMIT to your Excellency herewith a copy of a despatch from Her 
Majesty’s Acting Agent and Consul-General at Cairo,f forwarding a copy of a note 
addressed to the Egyptian Government by the Commissioners of the Caisse, in replv to 
an application by the former for an advance of 20,000/. on account of the sum of 
1,000,000/. granted by the Convention of the 18th March for public works. 

This application is refused by the Caisse, on the ground that they requite 
previous information with regard to the nature of the irrigation works in question; 
and reference is made to the meeting and dissolution of the General Assemblv. Such 
a contention on the part of the Caisse 4 implies a claim to intervention in matters of 
internal administration and the organic law of Egypt. 

In the Agreement arrived at between the British and French Governments 
relative to the finances of Egypt, which was adopted with certain modifications by the 
other Powers, it was clearly laid down that the Caisse, after payment of ihc indem¬ 
nities, should pay the balance of the proceeds of the loan to the Egyptian Government, 
to be employed as settled by the Convention. 

It was considered inconvenient by the framers of the Convention and Decree that 
so large a balance should ho paid over at once, and therefore the words, 4 ‘au I nr ot a 
mesure de leurs besoins” were inserted; hut there is nothing in those words giving 
the Caisse the right to withhold any part of the balance which may he required by the 
Egyptian Government at an f \ time for the purposes and objects indicated in Article 9 
of the Decree. 

By Article XI the Commissioners are entitled to be furnished with vouchers 
showing the manner in which the money lias been employed, but it was never 
contemplated that the Caisse should interfere in any way with the discretion of the 
Egyptian Government in the application of the funds placed at its disposal for the 
purposes indicated, nor is there anv thing in the Convention or Decree which could 
give any support whatever to such a pretension. 

I have to request that your Excellency will urge the Government to which you 
•ire accredited to send instructions to their Representative at Cairo in tin 4 above sense, 
and thus avoid the necessity for litigation between the Egyptian Government and the. 
Caisse. 

1 am, No. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 39. 

The Mtntjttts of Sult'bin 1 / to Mr, Eyerton. 

(No. 312.) 

Sir, Foteiyn Offite, Odobn 2(5, 1885. 

I HAVE received vour despatch No. 727 of tin 4 12th instant, and I have to 
express my satisfaction at tin 4 settlement ol the dispute between the Egvptian 
Government and Hie Caisse with regard to the objections raised hv the latter to pay 
tho sums required by ihc Egyptian Government out of tlit 4 proceeds ol the new loan 
without previous explanations as to the purposes for which tlicv .uc intended. 

J am, No. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 10. 

Tin Mtitouti ot >8 Utlishuiu to Mi. Eat t ton. 

(No. 3 JL) 

Sjv. Foteiyn Offite, Ot lohct 2(5, 1885, 

L DAN E received vour despatch No. 732, Very Confidential, of tin 4 3 2th instant, 
relative to thi 4 confusion in the treatment of financial questions owing to the ill- 
deli lied position of the chief officials, and I have to express my satisfaction at the 
language hold to you on the subject by Xubar Kasha, anil at the decision arrived at 

* Al'<> to VIr. Grosu-nor i.No. .iO s ), Sii .1. S. I.unik\ (No. 2(50), Sir V. l’ant't (No 220], and Sir t. MuloV 
I No. 472) 

t No 42. 
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that in financial questions of importance the sole responsibility should rest with the 
Financial Adviser. 


I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 41. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 27.) 

(No. 713.) 

Lord, Cairo, October 18, 1883. 

IIIA 1 E the honour to inclose the Statement of the Commissioners of the Public 
l)cbt, showing the sums available for the Sen ice of the Preference Debt on the date of 
the coupon, 15th October. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. EGERTON. 


Inclosure in No. 41. 

Caisse de la Dettk Publique. 

ft tat au 14 Octobre , 1885, des Sommes verse'es a la Caisse de la Dette Publique sur les 

Revenue affccte's. 


Dette PitiviLEGiflE. 


Cchftmee du 15 Octobre, 1885- 
Capital restant a amortir . 


Dotation d’interets 

Dotation effective d'nmortfescmont . 

Reliquat de cette dotation, disporiible pour i’ulicanee suivantc 
Total de la semestrialite 


.. 22,296,800 

.. 557,420* 

• • • • 

• • • • 

.. 5.37,420 


Sommes verges- 


Designation des Administrations 
dont les Revenue sont affoctees au Service de la 
Dette Privilegi6c. 


Che mins de fer, Telegraphes, et Port d’Alexandria .. 
Prelevements sur les fonds de la Dette Unifiee pour 
complete r le eoupou . ,. 


On 

au 14 Octobre, 
1885. 

Du 15 Avril 
au 80 Septembre, 
1885. 

Totaux 

au 14 Octobre, 
1885 

P. T. p. 

| P. T. p. 

P. T. p. 

16,111,457 02 

20, 0 14,200 00 

1 

42,455,657 02 

• ■ 

• a 

11,892,792 38 

16,111,457 02 

26,344,200 00 

54,318,450 00 


Soit, £ sterling 
557,420 


Le Caire , le 15 Octobre, 1885, 


Les Commissaires-Directeurs, 

(Signc) G. B. MACIIIAVELLl. 

G. LE CUEYALIER. 
Prince A. MOUROUS1. 
YETSERA. 

Pour eopie conforme: 

Le ContrOleur, 

(Signc) W. Moo. 

£ p rp 

* Dotation d'iuteiets comme plus haut .. .. 557,420 = 54,318,450 00 

Metallic du limpot de 5 pour cent en \crtu <lu Duuret 

Khudiviul du 27 Juillet, 1885 . 27,871 2,717,422 20 

Reste a payer aux portcurs .. .. .. 529,549 51,031,027 20 

Nota. Le complemcut des dotations do Li Dette l‘ri\iKyae est prtleve sur le u revtnus tie la Dette Unifiee. 
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No. 12. 

E Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 27.) 

(No. 745.) • 

My Lord, Cairo, October 18, 1885. 

J AM sorry again to have to recur to the questions raised by the Caisse, but the 
present one is a point of such importance that it is imperative on me to bring it 
to your Lordship’s notice. 

A few days ago the Egyptian Government applied to the Caisse for a small 
advance on the million granted for Colonel Scott-Moncrielf’s irrigation work. 

The Caisse, in their letter of yesterday’s date, inclosed herewith, have refused this 
advance. 

In this refusal they have brought in tin* Khedive’s name, and the convoking and 
dissolution of the General Assembly, and other subjects quite extraneous to the duties 
of the Caisse as hitherto understood, and uhicli concern rather the conduct of the 
Administration and the application of the Organic Law of the country—subjects which 
the Egyptian Government have no reason to believe are within the competency of the 
Caisse. 

The Commissioners appear likewise to be under the delusion that a Decree of the 
Khedive is necessary for every act of the different Departments of State, and that such 
Decrees should be submitted to them. 

Government here will become impossible if the Caisse persist in thus hampering 
the useful work going on here; and the Egyptian Government is certainly not 
prepared—so Nubar kasha tells me—to give their acquiescence to the assumptions of 
the inclosed letter. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosure in No. 12. 


M. Machiarelli to Mo us tap ha Pasha Fehmy. 

M. le Ministre, Caire, le 17 Octobre, 1885. 

NOUS avons cu l’honneur de reccvoir votre lettre, en date du 11 eourant, nous 
demandant la remise d’une somme de 20 , 000 /. sur lc million atlecir par la Convention 
de Loudres aux travaux d’irrigation. 

A not re grand regret, nous devour declarer a votre Excellence que cette demand r 
no nous parait pas, pour le moment au moins, admissible. 

La Convention de Loudres a ooustituo, on on fixant le ehilfre en bloc, un budget 
extraordinaire do travaux publics a repartir ulterieuiomcnt conforindmcnt aux regies 
suivics pour la repartition de tout budget'ordinaire ou extraordinaire. 

Nous no pouiTons done commence!' a offectuer des remises sur son montant quo 


il sera applicable. 

Or, il est de notoriete publique que l’Assemblee Generale, convoqueo expressement 
en vertu de 1’Article 35 du Deeret Organiquo du 1“ Mai, 1883, a bien 1*0911 communi¬ 
cation d’une note de M. le Sous-Soeretairc d’fitat, Scott Monerieflj dnonyant les 
travaux projetes, et qu’elle a etc invitee a formuler son avis, sauf au Gouvernement, 
dans le cas on cot avis serait defavorablo, a passer outre dans h*s formes voulues par les 
Articles 35 et 30 du Ddcret sus-vise; mais l’Assemblee a etc prorogue sans que le 
resultat de ses deliberations ni la decision definitive du Gouvernement soient eonnus. 

Enfin, lc “Journal Oflieiel ” n’a jusqua ee jour public aucun Dderet ordonna lit 
l’oxeeution d’un travail quelconque, ou ouvrant au moins pour des etudes prealables 
un credit sur le million dont il s’agil. 

Dans ecs conditions, nous 110 comprenons pas pour quels besoins une somme de 
20,000/. est demaudec par leMinistero des Travaux Publics, et nous no pouvons done la 
mottve a sa disposition. 

Ycuillcz, &c. 

Le Comraissaire de Service, 

(Signc) G. B. MACIIIAVELLL 


[08<J j 













No. 13. 


Mr. Grosvenor to the Marquis of Salisbury. —( Received October 28, lO'30 P.M.) 


(No. 58.) 

(Telegraphic.) St. Petersburgh, October 28, 1885, 7’35 p..u. 

YOIJE telegram No. 197. 

ZinovielV said he agreed in principle with your Lordship’s views regarding functions 
of Caisse, hut that he must consult M. de Gicrs before instructions could be sent. 


No. 14. 

Mr. Grosrenor to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received by telegraph, October 28.) 

(No. 3G7. Ext. 58.) 

My Lord, St. Petersburg!), October 28, 1885. 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s telegram No. 197 of the 26th instant on the 
subject of the Egyptian Loan, I have tin 1 honour to report that M. ZinovielV, (In' Head 
of the Asiatic Department of tin* Russian Foreign Office, informed me that In* agreed 
in principle with the views expressed by your Lordship on the subject of the functions 
of the Caisse, but that it would be necessary for him to consult with ll.de Giers 
before instructions could be sent to Cairo as desired by your Lordship. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) T. G. GROSVENOlt. 


No. 15. 

Viscount Lyons to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 29.) 

(No. 715.) 

My Lord, Paris, October 28, 1885. 

THIS afternoon, in execution of the instruction conveyed to me by your Lord- 
ship’s telegram of the day before yesterday (No. 97), I spoke to M. de Ereycinet of 
the objections made by the Caisse de la Dette at Cairo to comply with an application 
from the Egyptian Government for an advance on account ot the million assigned to 
public works in the Decree issued in conformity with the Convention of London of the 
18th March last. 

I explained to M. de Ereycinet that the pretensions of the Caisse amounted to a 
claim to intervene in matters of administration and organic law; and 1 pointed out 
to him that these pretensions were at variance with the preliminary understanding 
between Great Britain and France, and were not warranted by the wording of the 
Convention. 

finally, l said that Her Majesty’s Government earnestly, requested the french 
Government to send instructions in the above sense to Caiin. so as to avoid litigation 
between the Egyptian Go\ernment and the Caisse. 

ll.de freycinet answered that the matter was quite new to him, hut that he 
would examine it without loss of time. 

1 left with him pi o-tnemorid, a paper, a copy of which I have the honour to 
transmit to your Lordship herewith. 

1 have, &c. 

^ Signed) LYONS. 


lnclosurc in No. 15. 

Note Verbale. 

IT appears that, in answer to .u application from the Egyptian Government for 
an advance on account of the million appropriated to public works by the Loan 
Decree, issued in conformity with the Convention of London of the 18th March, 1885, 
the Caisse dc la Dette at Cairo have required information with regard to irrigation 
works, and have referred to the meeting and dissolution of the General Assembly, thus 
claiming to intervene in matters o! administration and of organic law. 
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The preliminary arrangement between the British and French Governments (sea 
the Memorandum communicated to Earl Granville by M. Waddington on the 8th 
February last) w r as that the balance of the loan, after the payment of the indemnities, 
should be handed by the Caisse de la Dette to the Egyptian Government, to he 
employed as indicated by the Convention ; and the words, “ au fur et a mesure dc ses 
besoins,” inserted in the NIth Article of the Convention, do not give the Caisse any 
right to withhold any part of the balance demanded by the Egyptian Government for 
the purposes indicated by the Convention. 

Her Majesty’s Government earnestly request the French Government to send 
instructions to Cairo in the above sense, so as to avoid litigation between the Caisse 
and the Egyptian Government. 

October 27, 1885. 


No. 40. 

Sir J. Pauncefote to Sir R. Welby. 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 29, ls85. 

[ AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to transmit to you, to he laid before 
the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, copies of despatches from Her 
Majesty’s Acting Agent and Consul-General in Egypt * relative to tin* question of < Iks 
abolition of the corvee in Egypt, and to the employment, for that purpose, of a 
considerable portion of the sum of 450,000k, which Lord Northbrook proposed, in 
his Report on the finances of Egypt, to apply to the reduction of land tax. 
Mr. Willcocks, of the Egyptian Irrigation Department, wdio is at present in this 
country, has drawn up a Memorandum on the subject, of which copy is also inclosed.f 
I am further to transmit the draft of a despatch which Lord Salisbury proposes 
to address to Mr. Egcrton;j; and 1 am to request that you will move the Lords Com¬ 
missioners to inform Lord Salisbury whether they concur in the view taken by him of 
the points in discussion, and in the terms of the despatch. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 


No. 17. 

Messrs. Rothschild to Sir J. Pauncefote.—(Received October .‘>0.) 

Dear Sir Julian, New Court, October 30, 18s5. 

ON one of the last occasions when we had the pleasure of seeing you, you 
informed us that Her Majesty’s Government had received telegraphic information 
from Egypt to the ell'cet that the arrangements for letting the Domain lands were 
progressing favourably. Since then we received a cypher telegram from M. Houteron 
of rather an alarming nature, and to-day our Pari-’ friends send m the inclosed 
voluminous correspondence, vv Inch we hope you will not mind perusing, as it might bo 
to the interest of tin* Egyptian Government if Lord Salisbury were to draw their 
itteutlon to the various points we now take the liberty of pointing out to you. 

1 need not say that neither our Paris house nor ourselves have the slightest 
objection to 11m principle of letting tin* Domain lands; on the contrary', vve have 
always urged, unofficially, this course of action on M. Houteron and the late 
Mr. Row sell, as we always felt that the management, or rather direct cultivation of 
such a vast (state, was a difficult t isk, and that whenever a deficiency of revenue 
arose, great blame would hi 1 east on the Commissioners, whilst they never would 
Main credit for any surplus or for general good management. 

At the present moment the deficit appears to be chronic, and the Egyptian 
Government affirm that il the lands were lot to the fellaheen the deficit would 
disappear and the Domains no longer he a burden on the Egyptian Treasury. Hrielly 
speaking, in order that this much-desired result should take place, it is necessary that 
the Domain lands should produce from (559,000/. to 670,000/.,and this is a point which 
M. Bouteron makes; otherwise, if the scab* for rents proposed by the Egyptian 
Government is adopted, the deficit will he perpetuated ad infinitum. 
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You will say, and rightly, that this is no business of ours ; that the Domain bond¬ 
holder lias the' additional guarantee of the Province of Kench and that of the 
Egyptian Government, which has hitherto made up the deficiency, but we cannot help 
remarking that if the deficiency is perpetuated for ever, the arguments against the 
present cost of the Administration fall to the ground, and the conduct and policy of 
the Egyptian Government is inexplicable. 

'Pile point, however, to which we wish to draw Lord Salisbury’s particular atten¬ 
tion, is a different one. Under the scheme of the Egyptian Government the moneys 
realized by the sale of cattle, implements, &c., and the balance of the “ fonds dc roule- 
ment” are to he used in purchasing Domain bonds for the sinking fund ; such a policy 
would be, to say the least, improvident. Past experience in Egypt has demonstrated 
verv clearly that the tenants are apt to throw up their farms, when the Central 
Administration has to take them in hand again; and in order to provide for any future 
occurrence of that nature, these moneys, when realized, should be remitted to London 
and kept ns a reserve fund for future events. 

There is a certain point which requires careful consideration, and that is the 
position Iler Majesty’s Government, as well as we ourselves, should be placed in, if the 
Mudirs collected the rents under the direct supervision of the Egyptian Government, 
instead of the rents being collected by the Commissioners, who were appointed for 
that purpose when the loan was made. 

tVc are obliged to mention these points to you, because, although we have nothing 
to do with the management of the Domains, M. Boutcron having thought it his duty 
to raise a great many objections, we felt bound to examine the observations lie made, 
in so much as at a future period we shall, as trustees for the bondholders, have to give 
Mr. Gibson a power of attorney to manage the Domains, collect the rents, &c. 

In conclusion, we wish to express to you, and through you to Lord Salisbury, our 
great desire to assist the Egyptian Government in every way, hut, at the same time, 
we cannot help insisting very strongly on the absolute necessity of the funds resulting 
from sales, &c., being remitted to London as a reserve fund, upon the great desirability 
of the rents fixed at an amount sufficient to cover all charges, and also on a searching 
inquiry being instituted about the position in which the Government and ourselves 
wouldbc placed by any alteration in the manner of collecting the rents. 

We trust, that after you have considered these points, that Lord Salisbury will see 
no objection to communicating with Mr. Egcrton and Mr. Gibson, and we make no 
doubt that under those circumstances these gentlemen will he able to arrive at a satis¬ 
factory result with M. Bouteron. 

It would he as well, perhaps, if Mr. Gibson were instructed, by telegraph, to wait 
with these negotiations until he hears from Her Majesty's Government. 

Please excuse the trouble, dear Sir Julian, and believe me, &c. 

(Signed) N. M. liOTHSCHILD. 


Inclosure in No. 47. 

Correspondence received by Messrs. Rothschild from Paris. 

Cher Monsieur, Caire, le 18 Octobre, 1885. 

Le 12 Octobre, 1885.—Quelqucs jours apres mon arrivee au Caire, Nubar Pacha ct le 
Conseiller Financier, Mr. Vincent, m’ont entretenu d’un projet qu’ils avaient ineilitd 
pendant mon absence. II leur a paru que nous devious completcmont renoncer a 
l’exploitation et qu'il sorait plus avantageux de loner la totalite des Domaines. 

Jc leur ai fait remarquer qu’ils ue faisaieut que reediter le projet presente l’annee 
dernieie par Riaz, projet qui avait donne lieu a de longues discussions et qui, on fin de 
compte, avait etc recounu impraticalde par Nubar Pacha lui-memc et abandonin'. 
J’ai ajoute que toutes mes objections de l’aunec dcrnidre suhsistaient; que nousavions 
loue lout ce qu’il etait possible de loner a pen pres surement, que nous avions done 
epuise la matiere et, qu’en louant tout, nous risquions fort de ne pas etre payes; que 
si eette event ualitc se realisait, le gage serait fort cn danger ear, ayant vendu tons no" 
hestiaux, toutes nos machines, compromis notre fonds dc roulcment, disperse aux 
quatre vents notre personnel, nous ne pourrions reprendre l’exploitation. 

C’est peut-etre cela que veulent cos messieurs! 

Apr&s leur avoir fait toutes mes objections, j’ai ajoute que si le Gouvernoment me 
donnaii, au sujet du gage, toutes les garantics que j’etais en droit et qu’il etait de mon 
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devoir d’exiger, je n’hesitcrais pas, cependant, a entrer dans lours vues et a leur donnor 
le eoncours le plus devolve. Ils m’ont beaueoup remcrcie et m’ont ecrit la left re dont 
eopie est ei-jointe sous ie No. 1. 

Dans la conversation, ils m’avaient clit qu’ils avaient consults tons les Moudirs 
(IVefets) et que eeux-ci se faisaient forts de louer lapidement, surement, ('t avan- 
tageusement les Domaines ; que, notnmmcnt, le Moudir de la Province de Charkieh 
s’etait engage a louer, dans ees conditions et dans quinze jours, tous les domaines que 
nous possedons dans eette province. 

J’ai saisi la balle au bond et j’ai dit a ces messieurs: “Commcneons par eette 
province.” 

On a fait venir le Moudir, qui a persists dans son dire et a presente le projet que 
vous trouverez ei-joint sous le No. 2. 

J’ai repondu par le eontre-projet portant le No. 3. 

Ce eontre-projet prevoit et devait prevoir que l’operation pout etre tves mauvaisc, 
et, en etfet, il y a line foulc de motifs pour qu’elle le soit : je vous les ai exposes a 
maintes reprises. Nous devons done toujours etre cn mesure de reprendre et 
d’exploiter les terres et, pour ee, il est indispensable que nous ayons toujours en mains 
les fonds ncecssaires. C’est ])Our ee motif que j'exige Pimmobilisation du fonds de 
reserve et des fonds provenant dc la ventt' des animnux et des machines. 

Le 14 Octobre, 1885.—Je viens d’avoir unc nouvclle conversation avee Ornstcin, 
delegue d(' Mr. Vincent, et le Moudir de la Charkieh. Mon eontre-projet les a un 
peu desappointes Pun et Pautrc; ehaeun a des points do vuc diiFcrents: le Moudir 
pensc qu'il n’y a pas lieu d’exiger des cautions, Nubar et Vincent sont aussi de cet 
avis. “ La recolt e,” disent-ils, " est unc garantie suffisante. Mais si (die est mauvaisc, 
si vine epizootic sevit, si Pon detraque des machines qui valent C E. 500 ou £ E. 000, 
qui paicra r Le Gouvernoment.” 

“Pardon,” leur ai-je repondu; “si MM. de llothschild avaient cru que le 
Gouvernoment etait bon pour payer le deficit quel qu’il fut, ils n’auraient pas pris de 
gage, nous ne serious pas iei, on ne nous aurait pas donne eventuidlement la Province 
tie Kench. En ee qui me eoncernc, je trouve le Gouvcrncment hon pour t‘ E. 150,000 
oil £ E. 200,000, je le trouve memo hon pour plus, taut quo durera le regime (le la 
dernidre Convention. Mais apres? Si l’applieation de son systemo entraine plus taril, 
eomrnc jc lo crains, un deficit de 300,000/. ou 400,000/*, qui nous paicra ? La 
Province do Keneli ne vaut pas oela.” 

“ Alors,” se sont-ils dories, “cost impossible de louer avee de parodies 
exigences.” 

“ Pourquoi ? Commciuynis. Apportez-moi des locations, jc vous promets (1c les 
discutcr avee la plus grande impartialite ct de ne les refuser quo si je les trouve 
absolument manvaises.” 

C’cst, en effet, mon intention. Je veux leur kisser fairc l’expericnce, les 
eonvainere, leur montrer qu’ils sont dans une mauvaise voie, mais je ne laisserai faire 
eette experience que dans une mesure qui ne me paraitra pas eompromettre serieuse- 
ment les intdrets dont j’ai la garde. 

Nubar m’a prid de venir dejeuner demain cliez lui; jo lui repetcrai tout ee que 
vous venez de lire et j’exigorai que les Articles 6 et 12 de mon eontre-projet soient 
aeceptds par le Gouvcrncment ct que eette acceptation me soit notifiec par lettre 
offieicllc. 

Le 15 Octobre, 1885.—Je viens de dejeuner avee Nubar. Il est ancre dans son idee 
et tous les raisonnements du monde nc Pen feront pas ilemordre. Si nous resistons 
e’est line lutte de tons les instants, lutte a l’Armdnienne, dans laquelle tons les moyens 
seront lions et dans laquelle on emploiera perfidement tous les employes renvoyes de 
mon Administration et que le Gouvcrnement s’est empresse dc recueillir en vue de 
eette lutte. 

Il faut done marcher et tenter l’expdrience, mais je la considdre eomme extreme- 
ment dangereuse a tous les points de vuc et j’appelle toute votre plus serieuse attention 
sur les consequences ddsastreuses qu’elle pent avoir. Taut quo je serai la, je puis vous 
assurer qu’il y a peu de chose i\ eraindre, mais si je venais ii manquer, un hoinme 
nouveau, seduit par les apparenccs, se laisserait me nor ii fond de train, ct, deux ou tiois 
ans apres, il est certain que le gage serait aneanti complement. 

Mr. Gibson est tout acquis aux hides de Nubar, j’en ai eu sous les yeux la preuve 
derite. J’aime cependant encore mieux avoir ii faire ii lui qu’it un homme ne eon* 
uaissant pas I’Egypte. 

On imprime, en ee moment, trds secretement, avee les presses du Gouvernement, un 
libelle oontre les Domaines, redige par un de mes employes rdvoque. Ce lihellc nc sera 
[689] ’ L 


tire qu’ii cinq exemplaircs. J’espere cependant men procurer unc copie, et je vous 
l’envcrrai. C’est Blum qui dirige la campagne. 


Veuillc/,, &e. 


(Sign<5) 


E. BOUTERON. 


P.S.—Aycz la lionte de m’accuscr reception dc la presente par le telegraphe. 

E. B. 

(No. 1 .) 

Mon clier M. Bouteron, Le Cain-, le 7 Oclobie, 1885. 

.T’ai fait part a Nubar Pacha de l’entreticn quo j’ai eu le plaisir d’aioir avee 
a ous avant-hier an sujet du mode (Sexploitation des terres Domaniales. Le President 
a etc tr&s heureux de rccevoir Passurance de a os bonnes dispositions en favour du 
systeme d’affermage, dont la realisation devient facile avee le precicux eoneours que 
vous lui promettez II m’a charge de vous transmettre l’expression de ses plus 
vifs remerciments et il m’autorise a reebercher de concert avee vous un modus opaandi 
pour arriver a unc prompte solution, d’une question qui interesse a un si liaut degrd le 
Gouverncmont de Son Altesse aussi bien quo tot re Administration. 

Veuillez, &c. 


(Signe) 


ORN STEIN. 


(No. 2.) 

Mon Aiis relath email aur Locution et Perception des Loijers des Tares des Doinuines de 

I’Etut, sit liees dans In Moudhieh de In Clutikieh, 

(Traduction.) 

Si les habitants et employes de ehaeun des villages appurtenant aux Domaines 
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desirent prendre cn location toutes les terres de leur a illage, moyennant les loyers 
etablis a cot diet, its doitent etre prel'eres a tout autre loeataire ctranger au village, 
lors memo que ee dernier ]iai(*rait un lojor superieur. 

2. Si les habitants de Pun des villages des Domaines n’ont les moyons de prendre 
(Mi location qu’une partic (h's tiMTi's Domaniales, les terres rest ant devront etre 
alVenne^s ii eeux des villageois de la Moudirieh \ nisim*, qui ddsireraient les piendre ii 
lermc. Atais, si les villageois dont il s’agit lie desirent pas detenir locataires, la 
preference sera denude ii eelui qui (lemanderait ii prendre en location toutes les terres 
du village, quand menu' il serait ctranger ii eette loealite. 

3. Les a illagcois devenus locataires des terres Domaniales sises dans lours villages 
seront cxemptes des travaux do prestation et du racliat des susdits tra\aux. La 
mime exemption s’etendra aux populations des villages voisins qui dmiondraient 
egalement locataires. 

4. La duree do la location sera de trois aus aumoins; elle eommeneeva ii Pepoijue 
de la reeolte “ ehitoui ” (“ bixernale ”) de 1885 et expirera aux deux rdcoltes “ soli ” et 
“ nili ” de 1888. 

3. La perei'ptiou aura lieu de la maniere suivante:— 

Le quart sera payd sur la reeolte “ ehitoui ” pendant les trois mois de Bachenee 
(Mai), Baouneh (Jilin), et Abib (Juillet) de eliaque an net*, ii raison de deux “kinds” 
par mois; le rosto du lo\er annuel devia etre elleetue sur la reeolte “sell” aux 
mois de Bobo (Oetobre), 11 atom* (Nmmnbre), lviabk et (Deeembn*), a raison de six 
“ kirats” par mois. 

(j. Si les \ illagcois desirent a\oir du Detail oil des instruments aratoires, tels quo 
charruos, “ naurag,” &c., et qu’ils s’engagent a en pajor le prix dans trois aus ou 
dans un plus brel delai, h*ur domando sera la\ orablement aeeueillie aux conditions 
suivantes :— 

A un loeataire do 15 on 20 feddans, il sera aceordo line seuh* tete de betail, dont 
le prix di'vra etre paid par line moyenne de lersements eehelonnes pendant les amides 
do location et porous en memo temps quo le hnor. 

7. 8i les habitants d’un tillage ([ueleonqut* ajqmrtenant aux Domaines ddsirent 
se sevvir des machines \ existant, lour domando sera aceordeo aux conditions 
suivantes;— 

L'ingenieui dos machines en qucsiion qui ot aetuellement en fonetions dovra 
etre maiiilenu Hon traitement sera live, aiusi (pie la soinme pour usiiie des 
instiuiiKMits aratoires , re ehillre, qui de\ra etie ajoutc ,iu prix de la location .imiuelh*, 
sera ldpaiti sur les feddans et poxii aux epoques deternunees. Quant au eonibustible. 
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charbon <*t hois, et mix Indies, et suif, tons ccs objets seront a la charge des* 
locataires. 

8 . Il sera procede graduellement a la location (les “tefticbes,” h*s uns apres les 
autres. 

9. Il sera institue dans la Moudurich un bureau pour les atfaires des Domaines. 

Lo personnel du susdit bureau sera compose ainsi qu’il suit:— 

1 Chef assimile au Moufetiche des Domaines. 

3 fierivains. 

3 Moaweus. 

1 Cliawiches. 

Dans eliaque teftiche il y aura un Mainour, un fierivain, et deux Chau iebes. Co 
employes, dont le traitement deira etre ultdrieurement fixe, seront responsables dm ant 
1<* Moudir. 

10. Les perceptions seront faites par les soins du Moudir, du Chef du Bureau, 
et des Mamours, et par l’intermediaire (h's Sarrafs des villages aetuellement en fonetions 
ainsi que par le eoneours des Cheikhs-cl-bcled. Une retribution sera aecordde aux 
Sarrafs pour les perceptions qu’ils aurout faites, ainsi qu’il (*st en ligumir a la 
Moudirieh . 5 

11. Les sonunes qui aurout etc percucs seront \ersees dans la Caissc de la 
Moudirieh. Lc Bureau des affaire* des Domaines exercera un control*' sur ccs 
versements, en tenant a cet effet un registre special ; un autre registre de cette nature 
sera egalement tenu par le Sarraf de la Moudirieh. Les sommes dont il s'agit seront 
ensuito envoyees a la Caisse des Domaines aux epoques ci-dcssus indiquecs. 


(No. 3.) 

Obsen ations sur lc Projet presente' par le Moudir de la Chur hi eh. 

Mettre avant 1’Article 1° :— 

(«.) Les 107,358 feddans restant entre les mains de la Commission des Domaines 
out etc cvaluds par le Caliicr des Charges arrete le 29 Avril, 1883, a £ E. 7,351,716. 

Le montant dc l’annuitc de l’Emprunt Rothschild cst dc £ E. 383,156 cm iron; 
eelui dc l’annuite de I’Kmprunt Tewlida Ilanem, de £ E. 20,582; total des deux 
annuites, £ E. t03,738. 

Les frais d’<*xploitation, si tons les Domaines ctaient louds, sunt e\allies a 
£ E. 30,000 ; total, £ E. 153,738. 

Chaque lcddan devra eontrilmer au paiement des annuites, et (h's frais d’exploi- 
tation proportionnellement ii sa valeur, fixde par lc Cahier des Charges. 

Ainsi, un lcddan cialuc a £ E. 20 contribuera |>our 1 soil pour 12 <) piastres 
Tarif. 

A cette contribution on ajoutern lc montant de l’impot dont le fcdd.ui (‘*<1 grevd, 
(4 on obtieiulra ainsi le ]>rix de la location. 

Cette regie pomra flechir, suhant les circonstanees, pour les sub di\isions d’un 
“teftiche,” innis i'lle devra cejiendant etre appliqude de telle sorte que, pour l’ensemble 
d’un tefliche, on ohtienne coniine minimum les resultats ci-dessus indiquds. Ainsi, 
mi teltichc do 13,000 feddans deira donner, eomme minimum de location. £ L 18,000 
])lus Limpet. 

(b.) Les local ions seront r(*eiu*illies pai les Moudirs aides (h'sageuts des Domaines; 
h's .Moudirs prestmterout egalement les cautions. 

Locataires el cautions seront diseutes par la Commission, qui si, elle les suppose 
sunisameiit soli allies, passera le bail, laissant toutefois la responsabilitc du recouvre- 
ment au Moudir et an Gouverm'nu'nt. 

Art. l ,r . Sans obsen .it ion. 

Art. 2. Dito. 

Art. 3. Dito. 

Art. 1. Dito. 

Art. 5. Le paiement des fennagos aura lieu di' la maniere suivanti*:— 

Le reste eomme au projet. 

Art. 6 . Ajoub'r .... ‘‘dans trois aus, sans interets.” 

Supprinu'r I’Artich* 7, el ajouter a la tin de I’ \rtiele 6 — 

La xali'iir des animanx et des instruments -iratoires sera lixee par deux experts 
nommes fun par la Commission, I’autie par le .Moudir; a defaut d’ententc, les dettv 
experts nommeront un tiers exjx'rt, dont la decision sera sans appcl.” 
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Los Iocataires qui feront un bail tic six ans an moins, pourront egalcment aeheter 
los machines do la Commission. Elios lour seront vendues a dire d’experts, ainsi qu’ii 
est dit au paragraphe precedent, ct lc prix en sera payable on six annuites egales, no 
portant pas interets. 

Lc 31 Decembre dc ebaque annee lc Gouvcrncment, sauf son rccours contrc les 
(lebitcurs, rcmbourscra a la Commission la portion dc l’annuite qui n’aura pas etc payee 
par ceux-ci sur lc prix d'acquisition ties animaux, ties instruments avatoires, et ties 
machines. 

Toutes les sommes qui seront versces a la Commission dcs Domaincs sur le produil 
tics rentes d’animaux, dcs instruments aratoircs, ct dcs machines, seront mises cn 
reserve pour etre employees plus tard, s’il y a lieu, et quand les Commissaires le 
jugcront utile, a Vachat d’animaux, et a la reconstitution du materiel agrieole et 
mdcanique. 

Ces sommes ne pourront, sous aucun pretexte, recevoir une autre affectation, tant 
quo lc montant total dc l’emprunt n’aura pas ete remhourse. 

Art. 8. Sans observation. 

Art. 9. Dito. (Cela regarde le Gouvcrncment). 

Art. 10. Ajouter apres “par les soins ”—“ du Mouthr agissant comme agent dc la 
Commission, mais sous la responsahilite du Gouvernemcnt.” 

Art. 11. Supprimcr l’Article, et le remplacer par la suivantc :— 

“ Quinze jours, au plus tard, avaut le commencement de l’annoe, la Commission 
remettra au Ministfcrc ties .Finances, qui les transmettra aux Moudirs, ties roles 
indiquant, pour chaque loeataire: (1) le nom du locataire; (2) la quantite de feddans 
a lui louee ; (3) le prix annuel dc location ; (1) l’annuite a payer pour achat d’animaux, 
d’instruments agricoles, de machines; (5) les echeanccs.” 

Ces roles seront accompagnes d’un exemplaire ties haux. Le 10, le 20, ct le 
dernier jour tie chaque mois, le Moudir enverra a la Commission les sommes qu’ii 
aura recouvrcos, pendant la dizaine; il y joindra la liste dcs Iocataires qui se seront 
acquittes, et le detail ties sommes payees par chacun d’eux. 

Art. 12. Lc 15 Avril et le 15 Oetohre de elmque annee, si la Commission n’a pas 
encore eneaisse la sommo neccssaire pour payer les imp6ts dans les provinces affeetees, 
la difference sera payee par lc Ministere ties Finances. 

Le 15 Alai et le 15 Novembro, lc 15 .Tuin ct le 15 Decembre dc chaque annee, si 
la Commission n’a pas eneaisse la somme neccssaire pour payer les coupons de 
l’Emprunt Rothschild et de l’Emprunt Towfida llanem, elle s’advcssera au Ministere 
des Finauees qui, dans les vingt-quatre heures, devra lui verser la difference. A defaut, 
la Commission l'era application du 2‘‘ et du 3' paragraphed dc 1’Article VI dc la Conven¬ 
tion du 11 Avril, 1880. 

II est bicn entendu que, dans les deux cas, on ne devra eomprendre dans l’encaisse 
disponible, ni lc fonds tie roulement, ni les fonds provenant dc la ventc des animaux, 
des instruments aratoircs, et des machines ; ces diffevents fonds ayant unc affectation 
specialc, et etant destines a garantir la conservation du gage. 


(Signd) 


E. BOUTERON. 



^ "I 1 





Le 12 Octobre, 1885. 
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Clier Monsieur, 


(No. 4.) 


Beni Rafa 

Ahhment 

Bourtlein 

Tell IIum in 

Hebva 

Abou Kebir 

Ashmoun 


Total 


Le L'aire, le 17 Octobre, 1885. 

Feddans. 

.. 1-1,888 
.. 23,328 

.. 12,507 

6,079 
.. 7,384 

.. 11,554 

.. 3,002 

.. 78,802 


sont cntrc los mains ties Moudirs et des Mouffetiches, qui s’occupent de les loucr 
d’aorfrs nos instructions. 

* r ecldans. 

Fin oum .. •• •• •• •• " *' 

Matnlmira . • * • • • • • • • * * * * i oV**" 

Desbounes .. • • • • • • • • * • " ’ ’ 1 1 


Total 


sent loues. 

Je crois qu’on pourrait encore mettre en train * 


Rii^-el-Khali^ .. 

Rieleh 

Bell'll" 


Total 


.. 80,049 


Fed'l.m*. 
0,423 
.. o,089 

.. 32,199 

.. 1 o,202 


.. 59,o 13 


Nousaurions ainsi fait 1’experience sur 221,304 feddans et nous pourrions remettro 
a 1’annee proehaine la suite de l’experience sur los 182,994 feddans restant, 

II ost bion entendu quotous les ehilfres ei-dessus eompronnent les /0,000 ineultes; 
d’un autre eote, sur les 182,991 feddans qui restcront a examiner, .1 y en a deja (.4,3 9 
de loues, de telle sorte quo 1’annee proehaine on naura a sorcuper quo de 118,0 to 

feddans. Qu’en pensez-vous? . . ,, , 

J’attends toujours la lottro du Gomernemont. Je vous pne de me 1 euvoyer le 

plus tot possible, ., 

1 1 Votre, A:i # . 

M Ornstein, ( Si S» u '*) K - BOUTEllON. 

Delesue du Conseiller Financier. 


(No. 5.) 

m i m n i, i Le Cairn, In 18 Octolne, 1885. 

Mmi elier M. nouteron, . , . . , , , 

J’ai uric \uhav Faeha de faire veniv les Moudirs do Gharbieh et de Dakhaheh. 

Kn oo qui coneerne votre deeompte du nomhre do IVililaiis a loucr en 188o, et de 
cdui (ini rostorait a loucr pour uno proehaine campagne, lo President du housed me 
priedevousdire * 1 1 1 *i 1 no partage pas ontioromonl votre nia.uojy do vmr an sujot du 
mode (faction quo vous propose/, pour rallerma^e. Sou hxcelleiuy des.ro, tout an 
eontraire. loner cot to amice tout.' la quantite .lout il vous sera possible do disposer atin 
tine los tVais <h culture et d’administration qui depassont 100,090/. soient ram cues a 
des propoi t ions nioins considerables. Son Excellence espeiy done quo, tout en 
procddmil eomme voi.s Pimlique/ dans votre lettro, vous voudro/ b.on Imre tout lo 
possible pour tirriver a Laffermage des terres de Gharbieh et et do Dakhalieb ainsi 
que de cellos des mitres provinces dans losqiiolles votre Administration possed.' des 

cultures. .. , Cr 

Votre, Ac. 

(Signe) OltNSTEIN. 
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(No. G.) 

Cher Monsieur, Ln Caire , le 19 Octobre. 1885. 

Tr&s hicn. Je prends note du dcsir du President du Conseil. Avant liuit jours, 
vous aurez le travail pour tous los teftiehes, vous pourrez alors mettre <>n oampagiie les 
Moudirs dc Gharbieh, dc Dakhalieb, ct du Bdliera. 

Seulcment, si tous les Mouffetiches doivent s’oecupcr des locations, tonic affaire 
ecssante, il lour faudra laisser do eote la eueillettc et l’egronago du eoton, le labouvage 
et la scmaillc des terres du “ ehetoui,” et alors, gare an deficit de 188G 1 

On ue pout exiger, eu effet, quo los Mouffetiches fassent toul a la fois. Quaint 
aurai-jc la lettre du Gouvernemcnt ? 

Votre, &c. 

M. Ornstein, (Signe) E. BOETERON. 

Deldgue du Conseiller Financier. 


Telegrams from M. Bout nr on to Messrs. Rothschild. 

Caire , In 28 Octobre, 1883, 5 h. 12 m. ,s oir. 

Pacha, vaincu par menace, a vote eontre moi. Gibson etant pas nomine, affaire 
est ajournec jusqu’a nomination Commissairc Anglais. 

(Signe) Boi teron. 


Caire, le 28 Octobre, 1885, 5 h. 30 m. soir. 

Vous ai donne details complcts par lettre recommandee, du 19 Octobre, puis par 
lettre recommandee avant-liier; la premiftre a du litre egarde par posle. Suis on. 
eomplet disaccord avee Gouv<‘moment. 


(Signe) 


Bor TERON. 


Our cypher telegram from M. Boutcron was dated the 27th October, and was to 
tlu following effect:— 

“ 1 write you my grave facts. 'Hie Government are (Vaccord with Gibson to let 
the lands to anybody and without any guarantees. I protest, for this would be quite 
disastrous.” 


No. 48. 

S'/V J. Lumley to the Marguis of Snlidnmj.—(Received October 30, 8'30 a.m.) 


(No. 50.) 

/1 olographic.) Rome, October 30, 1885, G'50 v.w. 

VOL 11 Lordship’s telegram No. 88. 

Italian Government, not acquainted with details ol incidents therein referred 
to. telegraphed vesterdav to their Agent at Cairo for information. 

1»(‘ply received to-day states copies correspondence between Nubar I’.iMia and 
Caissc left for llonu' 23rd insiant. 

Caissc refutes charge of intervention in matters of administration and organic; 
law, Imt declined to make advance for irrigation works not authorized by Ivhedivial 
Decree. 


No. 19. 

1/r. lii/nrl/jii lo the Mint/tii* of Sulishm'ii --(Rnceircd In / telegraph , October 30.) 

(No. 773. Ext. 180.) 

Mv Lord, Cairo, Octobei 30, 1885. 

' >N receipt of your Lordship's telegram No. 241 ol the 27th instant, 1 addressed 
m> official note to Nubar Pasha asking for Mr. Gibson’s temporary appointment to the. 
Domains, so that the latter mav have a voice in the important* deliberations now 
.roiiur on. 




T have just learnt, however, from Mr. Gibson, that before he can be legally 
installed it will be necessary to get a power of attorney from Messrs. Rothschild, in 
order to enable the Trench Commissioner, M. Bouteron. to make the nccessary 
declarations before the Tribunals. 

It appears that M. Bouteron now shows considerable uuwillingness to accept 
even th(' Government guarantees for the payment of the rents of the lands proposed to 
be let and no longer farmed directly by the Administration. 

lie and the Egyptian Commissioner consequently holding different views on this 
subject, the deliberations arc at a dead-lock; it is therefore urgent that Mr. Gil),son’s 
temporary appointment (which will he made by Decree) be supplemented as soon as 
possible by a power of attorney from Messrs. Rothschild of London and Paris. 

May I ask your Lordship to cause immediate steps to be taken in this matter. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN 11. EGERTON. 


No. 50. 

Sir A. Paget to the Marquis of Salisbury .—( Received October 31.) 

(No. 369.) 

My Lord, Vienna, October 27, 1885. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the iccoipt of your Lordship’s telegram 
No. 91 of yesterday’s date, and to transmit herewith the copy of a note which I have 
addressed to Count Kalnoky in the sense of vour Lordship’s telegram, urging on his 
Excellency the importance of instructions being sent by the Imperial Government to 
Cairo, with the view of avoiding litigation between the Egyptian Government and the 
Caissc. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) A PAGET. 


Inclosure in No. 50. 

Sir A. Paget to Count Kdlnoky. 

M. le Comte, . Vienna, October 27, 1885. 

IN accordance with instructions which 1 have received from the Marquis of 
Salisbury, I have the honour to inform your Excellency that Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment have learnt from Cairo that.onanapplication having been made by the Egyptian 
Government for an advance on account of 1.000,000/. granted by the Convention of 
the 18th March for public works, the Caisse have required explanations as to the 
irrigation works, and have referred to the meeting and dissolution of the Assembly, thus 
claiming to intervene in matters of administrative and organic law. 

Lord Salisbury points out that in the Agreement made between the British and 
Trench Governments, which was likewise adopted hy the other Powers, it was 
stipulated that, after payment of the indemnities, the balance of the sums accruing 
from the loan should be banded over to the Egyptian Government, and that the 
words “an fur eta mosure de lours bosoms,” inserted in Article XI of the Convention, 
do not give the Caisse any right to withhold any of the balance demanded by the 
Egyptian Government for the purposes indicated in the Convention. 

I am therefore instructed to urge on the Imperial Government the importance of 
sending instructions to Cairo in the above sense, in order to prevent litigation arising 
between the Egyptian Government and the Caissc, and in making this communication 
to your Excellency 1 avail myself, &e. 

(Signed) A. PAGET. 


J . No. 51. 

i 

/ ie Marquis of Salisbury to Afr. Egerton. 

- No. (212.) _ 

*. (Telegraphic.) ^ Foreign Office, October 31. 

YOUB telegram No. 180 of yesterday: Gibson’s temporary appointment to 
Domains. 

Messrs. Rothschild say that lirst step is lor Khedive to issue Decree appointing 
Gibson. The power of attorney should llien he prepared in Euypt, and sent to 
I’othschilds here for their signature. 

Proceed aeeordiuglv. 

V_? t 


No, 52. 

M/\ Eijvrlon In fhr yiarqvt^ nf tintisbtmj.—(Recpirrrf Xovemhrr ], }0 a. 31 . 


(Xu. 1*81.) . 

(Telegraphic.) 

VOIR No. 212. 


Cairo* Norrmhcr I, 1KS5, S*J0 A.M. 


Deem* has been published, aiul power of attorney will be [drawn] 
which X preferable, as it will sive time—Rothschilds have form of power 

i • i \ • 1 i • i l i • i * 


i 

and will sign and send it by next mail. 


ii]). unless— 
of attornev. 


No. 53. 


Mr. Egerton to >he Marquis of Salisbury .— (Received by telegraph, November 1.) 

’ (No. 77S. Ext. 181.) 

Mv Lord, Cairo, November 1, 1885. 

1 HAVE tin' honour to inclose a copy of the Ivhcdivial Decree appointing 
Mr. Gibson, temporarily, English Commissioner of the Domains. 

I have told the Egyptian Government to draw up a power of attorney for 
Messrs. Rothschild’s signature, but it is suggested to me that the power of attorney 
for Mr. Gibson had better he drawn up in Loudon or Paris, signed hy Messrs. Lloth- 
sehild, and sent out hy lirst mail. 

There would he a considerable saving of time hy this course, which was that 
adopted, so [ am informed, when the present Egyptian Commissioner was appointed 
to the Domains. 

X have tfcc 

(Signed) ’ EDWIN II. EGERTON. 


luelosure in No. 53. 
Decree. 


NOUS, Khedive d’Egypte, 

V u 1’Article 6 du Deeret du 26 Oetohre, 187S, 


Deeretons: 

Article 1". Mr. James Gibson est nomine mombre Anglais par interim de la 
Commission des Domainos de I’Etat, cn rein placement de Mr. T. W. Bow sell, decode. 

Art. 2. Notre President du Conscil des Ministros c*'t charge de l’execution du 
present Deeret. 

Eait au Palais d’Abdiu, le 31 Oetohre. 1885 (25 Moharrem. 1303), 

(Signe) ME HEMET TEWFIK. 


Par le Khedive: 

Le President du Conscil des Ministros, 
(Signe) N. Nub lit. 


[ 689 ] 
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No. 54. 

Sir E. Malet to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 2.) 

(No. 525.) 

My Lord, _ Berlin, October 26, 1885. 

OX receipt of your Lovilship’s telegram Xo. 116 of this day’s date, stating that 
the Caisse de la Dette at Cairo was making difficulties with regard to the payment of 
a certain portion of the Egyptian Loan destined for administrative purposes, 1 at once 
addressed a note verbale to the German Government, a copy of which is inclosed, 
urging them to cause instructions to he sent to Cairo in order to prevent litigation 
between the Egyptian Government and the Caisse de la Dette. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) EDWARD B. MALET. 

P.8. October 30.—Since writing the above l have received a note verbale from 
the German Government, translation inclosed, stating that His Imperial Majesty’s 
Government will not fail to impure into the competence of the authority of the 
Commissioners of the Caisse according to the terms of the Convention, and will 
communicate the result of the inquiry to Her Majest\’s Government. 

E. B. M. 

Inclosure 1 in No. 51. 

Note Verbale. 

IlEll Majesty's Gou-rnment have received information that the Caisse de la 
Dette at Cairo, in reply to an application made to it by the Egyptian Government 
for an advance on account of the 1,000,000/. which was granted by the Convention of 
the isth March for Public Works, requires information with reference to irrigation 
works, and refers to the meeting and the dissolution of the General Assembly, thereby 
claiming to intervene in questions of organic law and administration. 

The Agreement between the British and French Governments which was adopted 
In the Powers was that the balance of the loan should he handed to tin* Egyptian 
Government after the pavmcnt of the indemnities, and the words, "an fur et a mesure 
de sos besoms,” in the Convention (Article Xlj do not confer any right upon the 
Caisse to keep back any part of the balance demanded by the Egyptian Government 
for 1 lit* purposes indicated in the Convention. 

The Agreement between the British and French Governments above referred to 
will be found in the Blue Book on Egvpt Xo. 1 of this year, p. 128, No. 136. 

Sir E. Malet is instructed by Lord Salisbury to urge the Imperial Government to 
be so good as to send instructions in the sense above indicated to Cairo, in order to 
avoid litigation between the Egvptian Government and the Caisse de la Dette. 

British Embassy, Beilin, October 26, 1885. 


luelosure 2 in No. 51. 

Note Vet bah. 

(Translation ) 

T11E F olvigu Oflire has lIn* linnour <<> a<*knowlo<l<*v tin* mM‘i]>t of ibo note inhale 
addivssrd to thorn b\ llor Britannic Majesty's Kmbassv on the 20th instant rotating to 
the interpretation of Article \l ol the London (\>nvention of the VMh March, 18S5. 

His Imperial Majesty’s (i<>\eminent will not tail to inquire into the competence 
ol‘ the a ut hoi it y ol t lie Commissioners of ihe Caisse according to the terms of the 
above Comentiom and to communicate the result of the inquiry to Her Majesty’s 
Government. 

ForvUjn Office, lin'lin , Octohn M0, iSSo. 




Ao. 

' The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir J S. Lumlen. 

5 (No. 03.) 

* (Telegraphic.) Foreign Office , November 2, 1885, 5*10 v.m, 

YOUR Excellency’s telegram No. 50 of 30th ultimo. 

Caisse arc wrong in imagining lvhedivial Decree necessary for expenditure of 
money allotted by Convention for irrigation. 

Even were it otherwise, the issue of the Decree does not concern Caisse, hut only 
the Egyptian Government. 

No. 56. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir J. S. Lumleg. 

, (No. 273. Ext. 93.) 

•Sir, Foreign Office, Noccuib»r 2, 1885. 

I I HAVE received your Excellency’s telegraphic despatch No. 50 of the 30th 
ultimo, stating that the Italian Government have been informed that tlm Caisse of the 
Egyptian Debt refute the charge of interfering with the Government, of Egypt in 
administrative matters, but have declined to make an advance for irrigation works not 
authorized by lvhedivial Decree. 

I informed your Excellency to-day, by telegraph, that the Commissioners of the 
Egyptian Debt are wrong in maintaining that a Khcdivial Decree is necessary to 
authorize an expenditure of money allotted by the Convention of the isth March of 
this year for irrigation purposes; and 1 pointed out that, even were it otherwise, I ho 
issue of a Decree by the Khedive in no way concerns the Caisse, hut only the 
x Egyptian Government. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 

No. 57. 

The Mm qui ' of Salisbury to Sir J. S. Linnley. 

^ (No. 27 L) 

Sir, Foreign Of ire, Not ember 2. 1 8S.j. 

THE Italian Ambassador, in the course ol conversation with nn t i-dav, referred 
to the dispute' between tin* Caisse and the Egvptian Government, and said that the 
opinion at Home was that tin* claim of the Caisse to exercise control over public works 
was not well founded, and that Her Majesty's Government were right in tin* contention 
they were sustaining, 'flu* Italian Government were, however, making further 
inquiries into the subject from their Representatives on the spot. 

1 am, <fce. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 58, 

Mi, Fqcrton to the Margin - of Salisbury.—(Reteired November ■).) 

E 

(No. 756.) 

M v Lord, ('aim, Oi tuber 21, EsS5. 

IN inv No. 715 ,,f the 1Mb instant, t had the honour to transmit to your 
Lordship a copv of a loiter ol tin- Ciisso of the 17th instant, refusing an advance 
required bv the Public Works Depavlmenl. 

1 now inclose t opv of the answer returned to-dav bv 1 lit* Egyptian Government* 
which points out that the Commissioiieis ol the Caisse appeared to bo exceeding 
their attributions in thus tmiehiug questions vvhieh concern the administration of 
Egypt. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) EDWIN 11. EGEETON. 


! 
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Inclosure in Xu. 58. 

Mottsfuplia Fehnil/ Pasha to the Commissioners of the (aisse. 

MM. It's Commi-^aires-Diiretems, Le Caire, le 21 Ortobre, 188.). 

,1’AJ oil l’honm-ur de l-cceAoir et do sonmettre au Council do Minislres A’otre 
letttv du 17 couranl par laquelle a oils mo faitos savoir que vous tie croycz pas pouvoir 
admettiv, du moins pour le moment, la demande d’une somme de 20,000/. a pivlever 
sur le million alleele par la Contention de Londivs au\ tratauv d’irrigation. 

IjOs considerations quo volts eroyez devoir laire valoir a 1'appui de ee ref us me 
paraissent soulcvcr des questions do nature si diverges toueliant le regime administratif 
et memo la Loi Organique de 1'Egypt c (pie, malgre tout son desir d’exposer sa maniere 
do voir a lour sujet. 1<- Con soil ne sait pas jusqu'a quel point il sera it justifid on le 
faisant. Xe depasserait-il pas par la, en elVet, les limites de ses obligations a legat'd 
de la Caisse de la Dette Publique, obligations detinies et determinees par les Decrets 
regissant cette institution r ll ne ponse pas, en outre, que la u a ran tie quc les 
Puissance sont bien voulu accorder a l’emprunt des 0,000,000/. ait invcsti la Caisse de 
la Dette du droit d’enquete on de eontrole sur le mode d’administration du pays, ee 
<|iii aurait, dans cc eas, impose de nouvelles obligations au Com orneinent Egyptien. 

S’il y a crretir, ee que je ne ])ense pas, et si vous estime/, MM. les Commissaircs- 
Direeteurs, que la garantie aeeordee a l’emprunt on toute autre cireonstancc aient 
modi fie, en quoique ee suit, la situation du Couvernement, en accordant a la Caisse de 
la T)ette Publiquo des droits d’enquete portant sur des questions d’ordre administratif 
on sur la maniere d’appliquer la Loi Organique du pa\s. b> Conseil vous prie, MM. les 
Commissaires-Direeteurs, de vouloir bien ltti laire eonnaitre vos appreciations it ee 
sujet ot vous pome/, etre assures qu’elk-s sen ml examinees par le Conseil avec la plus 
serupuleuse attention. 

Veuillez. &e. 

Le Ministre des Pinanees, 

(Signe) MOlbSTAPilA EE1IMY. 



No. 59. 

Mr. Egerton to the Murqiih of Sa/Rlmm. Renired Xoi ember 30 

E 

(No. 757. Conlideutial.) 

Mv Cord, Cairo, October 21, ]8S5. 

WITH reference to my preceding despatch No. 750 ot to-day’s date, gi\in<>' the 
answer of the Egyptian Government to the refusal of the Caisse to advance a sum 
required for the preliminary studies of Colonel Scott MoncriefFs engineers, I venture 
to make the following observations. 

I have for some time had reason to fear that one of the objects of the Caisse has 
been to interfere with the Public "Works Department. 

'Phis Department has been for some time the special point of attack of the 1’reach 
press in Egypt, and it is undoubtedly the case that the lead of Prance is gencralh 
followed in Egypt by the Germans, Austrians, and Russians. 

Colonel Moneriefi’s work has been singled out by the Prench with bold strategy, 
as the most commanding English position here, being that on which the friends of Un- 
English mainly rely as a proof of their good influence in Egypt; and the French 
know that in their attacks they will have on their side the leading Pashas and 
Notables, who timl their interests threatened by an irrigation system which does not 
respect persons, and by the contemplated abolition of corvee. 

It would certainly be a misfortune were the French designs successful, for tin- 
good done by Colonel MoncriefFs engineers, their high characters and practical ability 
are becoming generally more acknowledged. 

As Nubar Pasha answered M. Dam-re the other day : “ Where will you find such 
energy and enthusiastic devotion to their work, as in these English engineers of 
Moncriell's r” 

Accusations of want of system and want of checks to expenditure in the Public 
"Works Department are made, which 1 see from answers Colonel Mote-rielf has been 
good enough to make to m\ inquiries are completely unfounded. 

The impression circulated of the irregularity of Colonel Monerietf's system is the 
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reason, no doubt, of the allusion in the letter of the Commissioners to their having no 
knowledge of Decrees of the Khedive’s authorizing particular public works. 

It is not the practice, however, here to issue Decrees for opening credits in public 
Departments; Decrees are necessary to facilitate expropriation in ease of public works, 
but at present the work of Colonel MoncriefFs new engineers will he principally 
preparatory in examining what is best to be done, and bow and where to do it. 

No considerable demand for funds a\ ill, I believe, be requisite just yet, so that 
the action of the Caisse is not at present so inconvenient to the Public Works Depart¬ 
ment as it might bo later. 

Admitted that the contention of the Caisse be given in to, and that previous 
statements be exacted from the Egyptian Government of the objects for which the 
sums are required, it will be very bard to prevent the inquiries of the Caisse becoming 
even more precise and inquisitorial, thus they might object that the bead—preparatory 
studies—w'as too vague, and might request further details of the nature of those studies 
and so on ad infinitum, till a most complete control be exercised by the Caisse, which 
would he very crippling to the public service. 

Consequently, the Government has to stand firm against any attempted aggression. 

I regret that the letter of the Caisse of the 1st September has been so long left 
unanswered, and, moreover, T am convinced that tlic more determination shown by 
the Egyptian Government, the less aggressive will he the attitude of the Commis¬ 
sioners." It cannot he less friendly. Indeed, their present attitude towards the 
Egyptian Government is rather like that of a policeman with a criminal. 

C ’’ Alone, and without the backing of Her Majesty’s Government, it will be 
impossible for the Egyptian Government to light its way through the present difficulty, 
for as Nubar Pasha says, wore be to address notes directly to the Powers complaining 
of the attitude of the Commissioners in this matter, be would be taking the lirst step 
towards internationalism, which it is the object of all wlio care for Egypt to prevent. 

I trust that your Lordship may be able to prevail on the Governments of 
Germany, Russia, and Austria, as well as Italy, to recognize that the Commissioners 
are now acting as mere opposition to the work of administration in Egypt. Surely 
the Commissioners cannot believe that the extravagance of the English administration 
of certain Departments, and of English financial management, is the evil against 
which they have to strain the laAv to fight against in Egypt. 

Certainly those Poavci’s W'hicli may require British support on other questions in 
Europe or elscAvherc, might he fairly asked to create no unnecessary difficulties to the 
English hero. That is, if they he "not bound by previous engagements to France on 
Egyptian questions. 

In speaking to M. de Martino, lie much regretted the absence of Mr. Money, as 
when he Avas aAvay the Italian Commissioner Avas unable to prevail against bis other 
colleagues; but l have heard, on the other hand, indirectly, that the language of 
M. Machiavelli is, if possible, more exaggerated than that of his colleagues in asserting 
the pretensions of the Caisse. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


No. 60. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 3.) 

(No. 765.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 25, 1885. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith, for convenience of reference, a rough 
Statement drawn up by Mr. Vincent, of the heads of expenditure asked for under the 
Budget of 1886, Avitli remarks by him on the necessity of retrenchment in the army, 
police, and at Suakin. 

There are unfortunately grave difficulties in the way of any considerable reduction 
under the former tAvo heads. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


[689] 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 60. 


Rough Statement of Heads of Expenditure asked for under the Budget of 1886- 


I. Liste Civile, Allocations, et Cabinet do Son Altesse— 

1. Liste Civile do Son Altesse le Khedive 

2. Allocations a la faraille Kliediviale .. .. •. 

3. Cabinet de Son Altesse le Khedive et bateaux de la 

Maieh Sanieh .. .. .. 


II. Frais (^administration et de perception— 

1. Conseil des Ministres .. 

2. Conseil Legislatif .. .. 

3. Ministere des Affaires Ktrangeres .. 

4. Ministere des Finances— 

Administration Centrale .. . • 

Service du Conseiller Financier 
Cadastre 

Imprimeric de lioulaq 
Caisse dc la Dette Publique 


£ E. 
80,000 
6,000 
29,000 
26,000 
23,000 


Budget 

dc la Convention 
Finaneiere. 

£ E. 
90,000 
208,000 

60,000 

358,000 

7,002 

8,000 

11,000 


5. MinisUhode 1’Instruction Publique .. 

6. Ministere de Vlntevicur 

7. Ministere de la Justice 

8. Ministere des Travnux Publics 

9. Services divers des Ministerea— 

Rouznamchs .. 

Chounahs et Magasins .. 

Sen ices divers 

10. Set vices administrate' et de perception 

Gouvernorats, et Municipalitcs 

11. Douanes 

12. Octrois . 

13 Sel et natron .. • • . • 

14. Pt chenes . • 

15. Perception des droit" do navigation 


III. D^penses des Administrations de Uccettcs— 

1. Chemius de fer .. 

2. Cheinim de fer de Iltlouan 

3. Tel egra plies 

4. Port d'Alexandra? 

5. Postes .. 

U. Paquebots-posto Khednieh . 

7. Pharos .. 

8. Ports (autres que oelui d’ Alexandra') 

9. Hotel des Mnimnaies 


IV r , Seeurite publique — 

Ministere de la Guerre 
Gindaitnei le et Police 
Prison* .. .. 

Armeo d’Oceuputiou 


£ E. 

.. 58,000 
, . 5,000 

.. 15,000 

des provinces. 


Dtpensi s diverges 


V. Soudan— 

1. Soudan Um ntal .. 

2. Soudan . 


VI. PthsiuU" — 

l. 1\ <t tiuitements de dUpombilite 


164,000 

70,000 

102,000 

324,000 

515,000 


78,000 

320,000 

70,000 

13,000 

70,000 
10 , out) 
1,000 

1,796,000 

548,000 

7.000 

36,(100 

.55,000 

79,000 

121.000 

40,000 

3.000 

3,000 

872,000 

150.000 
2 10,000 
27,000 
200,000 

597,000 


40,000 

80,000 

120.000 

457,000 


1886. 

Credits de man des. 

£ E. 

90,000 

208,000 

60,000 

358,000 

7,000 

i 8,000 

12,000 


164,000 

70,000 

102,000 

322,000 

515,000 


78,000 

331,000 

85,000 

43.000 

70,000 

10,000 

4,000 

1,824,000 

630,000 

7,ooo 

10,000 

31,000 

85,000 

120.000 

10,000 

3,000 

3,000 

950,000 

130,000 
2 10,000 
27.000 
200,000 

597,000 


120,000 


120,000 

500,000 


VII. Tribut et Dette— 

Tribut •• • • i • •• 

Interets sur actions du Canal de Suez .. 
Daira Khassa •. • • 

Moukabala , • .. 


Budget 

de la Convention 
Finaneiere. 


£ E. 
664,000 
175,000 
64,000 
150,000 


1,023,000 


5,237,000 


1886. 

Credits demanded 


£ E. 
678,000 
175,000 
34.000 
160,000 


Interns sur dette flottante 
Deficit des Domaines .« 

,, de la Daira • • 

Interets sur dette gnrantic .. 

„ „ privilegiee .. 

„ „ unifiee 

Total 


VIII. Depends extraordinaire* 


D/penses sur emprunt— 
Soudan .. .. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 60. 

Memorandum, 

LE Budget Administratif des defenses, fixe par la Convention Finaneiere, est de 
£ E. 5,237,000; Fensemble des previsions dont le Ministere des Finances a etc saisi par 
ies diverges Administrations pour le Budget de 1886, en ajoutant £ E. 70,000 eomme 
lends de reserve pour depenses imprdvues, s’eleve a £ E. 5,165,000, suit oxoedent 
| £E. 228,000. II y a lieu eependanl de defalquer de cette somme l’oxeedent des 
depenses des ehemins de for, £ E. 82,000, la Convention Finaneiere aeccptant les 
depenses de cette Administration jusqu’a eoneuvvenee do 15 pour eont de ees reooUos. 

On se trouve done en rdalite en presence d’une somme de £ E. 116.000, qu’aux 
tonnes de la Convention Finaneiere la Caissc de la Dette Publique ne pent admettro 
eomme depense legale, el quo, neanmoins, le Gouvernement Kgyplion depensera on 1S86 
si des mesures d’eeonomie ne soul pas prises. 

Lcs eliapitres auxquels ees mesures peuvent etre appliquees m> sunt pas 
nombreux : le Tit re 1, “ Lisle Civile et Allocations a la Famille Kliediviale,” aussi bien 
quo le Titre I il, “ Tribut et Dette,” peuvent etre eonsiderds eomme hors de cause. Les 
trais d’administratioii et de perception out etc tellemont veduits en ISSt et 1885 qu’il 
sera difficile sinon ini|)Ossible <lo trouvor une somme superieure a £ E. 20,000 environ. 
An litre III, part les depenses des ehemins de ter, qui scion la Convention 

I Finaneiere sont Pobjet d’une disposition spdeialo, les autres elinpifres ne son t guere 
uiscoptibles de fmiruir une economic de plus do £ E. 10,000. 

On reste done en face des Til res IV, V, et VI, ‘’Seeurite Publique,” ‘‘Soudan 
Oriental,’ et “ Pensions,” sur les depenses desquels il est alisolument neoessaire 
lellectuer une diminution equivalente a £E. 116,000. 

11 ne m’appartient pas de statuer sur eel le importaute question ; jo me pormottrai 
’epcnilaiit di' soumeltrea la miire consideration du Consi'il les observations suivantes : 

La seeurite publique est maiuteuue on F.gypte a l’aide d’uue force armeo, 
pomprenant Irois corps di lb Tents dont la direction nest pas uni forme. 

I 9 J'st evident que fun do ees Irois eorps -P Amice d’Occupatiou--lie siiuvait etre 
Issimile au\ ib'iiv autres, d’essenee absoluiuent distiucte ; il iiYn est pas moins vrai 
Bui' pendant le spjotir de eelle-ei eu Egyple, les frais mVcssaires a Farm do Egvptienue 
K a la gendarmerie et police pourraien! etre dummies d’une fa<;on notable ; (>n etfet, 

1 est difficile d’admettre qii iuie somme de l E. till£000 suit indispensable a ees 
lernieres quand, d’ttu cote, I’ordre public est assure contre toute ujrave perturbation 
[lai 1 la presence de Farmer Britaiuiique, (>< que, d'liu autre cote, la repression des 
lelits ou crimes do droit common irouve de si puissants moyens d’aetion dans 
’organisation interieure des communes. 













Neanmoins, il est a prevoir quc les reductions possibles sur lc chapitro do la 
Securite Publique ” nc pourront atteindre le chiffrc necessairc de € E. 110,000. 

II n’existc done plus de recours qu’aux deux seuls Titres, “ Soudan Oriental,” et 
“ Pensions.” 

Si l’on admet quc les pensions doivent etre limitees a la somme annuelle de 
£E. 457,000 pvevue par la Convention Einanciere, et qu’unc reduction proportionnellc 
doit etre operee des que cc eliiffrc vient ii etre depasse, on pouvraient, en adoptant ee 
principe, realiser line economic immediate do £ E. 43,000 ; il v aurait lieu dans ee cas 
d’adresser une Circulaire aux Puissance*- pour reclamer leur adhesion a 1’application, 
en ee qui ooneeme leurs nationaux, de la mesure de reduction proposee. 

Dans riiypoth6sc oil pour un motif quelconque, les moyens indiques nc seraient 
pas adoptes, il no resterait an rjouvornement Egyptien d’autre alternative quo de 
r&luire ses depenses en prenant une decision radicate ii 1’egard dc^uakin. 

(Signe) " EDGAR VINCENT. 

Le Caire, le 15 Octobre, 1885. 


No. Gl. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 353.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 4, 1885. 

TUE drafts of Lairs for taxes on professions and for stamp duties, inclosed in your 
despatch No. 717 of the 5th ultimo, have been examined at this Office, and I return to 
you herewith one copy of each with annotation*- by Sir Julian Pauncefote. 

The previous drafts of the Law's on the same subject inclosed in Sir E. Baring’s 
despatch No. 205 of the 17th February, 1884, ivere submitted at the time to the three 
English Judges of the Mixed Courts, who prepared Memoranda on the subject. Of 
these Memoranda printed copies arc inclosed herewith for convenience of reference. 

Before any further step is taken with regard to the present revised drafts, it would 
be desirable that the annotated copies now' sent to you should be considered by 
Mr. Cookson and by the throe English Judges. T should he obliged by your taking 
measures for this purpose without delay, and shall he glad to receive their observations 
as soon as possible. 

I am, &c. 


(Signed) 


SALISBURY. 


No. G2. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Eqerton. 

(No. 213.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, November 5, 1885, P30 f.m. 

YOUR- telegram No. 481 of 1st. 

Rothschilds think it best that power of attorney should be drawn up at Cairo, and 
forwarded to them for signature. 


No. 63. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 241) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, November 5, 1885, 7Y5 P.M. 

MESSRS. ROTHSCHILD have written at length on the project of letting the 
Domains lands. I presume nothing will he decided till Gibson’s appointment is 
formally completed. But in any case make sure that action is suspended till you 
receive instructions for yourself and Sir n. Wolff. 
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No. fi 1. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir H. Drummond Wolff. 

(No. 52.) 

r , Foreign Office, November 0, 1885. 

I 1RANSMIT fo ) ou herewith copy of n. letter "which litis been received from 
Messrs. Rothschild on the subject of the proposed arrangements for lettim- the Domain 
lands.* ° 

It will be seen that Messrs. Rothschild offer no objection to such arrangements, 
provided they be undertaken with due precautions to avoid failure. But they draw’ 
attention to the necessity of avoiding measures which would aggravate the present 
deficit, oi tend to make it permanent and irremediable, and they lay stress on three 
points which they consider indispensable conditions for the acceptance of anv scheme 
that may he proposed :— 

1. I hat the rents should lie tixcd at an amount sufficient to cover all charges, 
including the necessary costs of management. 

2. That the proceeds of the sale of cattle, implements, &c„ should he carried to a 
reserve fund, to provide for the contingency of the lands being thvoivn hack into the 
hands of the Commissioners. 

3. That the collection of the rents should remain in the hands of the Commis¬ 
sioners. 

It appears to me that the contention of Messrs. Rothschild is sound and reason¬ 
able. It is, of course, understood that the staff of officials employed by the Commis¬ 
sion under the nciv arrangements would he largely reduced. 

I telegraphed yesterday to Mr. Egerton to request that no decision might be 
taken in the matter until the arrival of this despatch, and I should wish \ou to refer 
with his assistance to the correspondence which lias already passed in regard to it, and 
to consult with Nubar Pasha and Mr. Gibson. 

It would appear desirable that there should be further and independent investi¬ 
gation on the subject; and for Ibis purpose a Committee might be formed of the most 
competent persons to examine it. 

The particular points raised by Messrs. Rothschild would require careful con¬ 
sideration, but it would not bo necessary to confine the inquiry to those points. The 
Committee might he empowered to advise generally on the whole question of the 
management ol the Domains, and in particular as to the expediency and practicability 
of lurthcr sales of the land. It has been suggested to me that Ria/ Pasha and Cherif 
Pasha might usetullv he invited to join in such an inquiry. 

In any ease, it will be desirable that Her Majesty’s Government should have 
further information as to the scheme and its probable working before a definite 
decision is taken, and they will he glad to receive an early Report from you. 

The letter from M. Routoron, inclosed in that from Messrs, de Rothschild, must, 
of course, be treated as confidential. 

1 am, Ac. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. ( M . 

N/Y L. HY.s/ fn (hr Man/nis uj Saltsbunj. — [Itrrrirnl Novnnhtr ( J.) 

(No. 21)2.) 

M.V Lord, Washington, October 28, 1885. 

WITH reference to jour Lordship’* despatch Ao. 160 of tin* 31st duly and to 
>U\ despatrh No. 272 of the 22nd September, inclosing copy of my note to the 
Secretary of State requesting the adhesion of the United States’ Government to 
Un' Decree of the h bedim of Lgi pt of the 27th duly last, I have the honour to 
inclose to your Lordship herewith ropy of a note whieh 1 have received thereto, as 
"»‘ll ns copy of (lit iust met ions to the United States’ Minister in London which 
accompanied it. 

i have, Ac. 

(Signed) L. S. SACKVILLK WEST. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 65. 

Mr. Bayard to Sir L. West. 

Sir Department of State, Washington, October 27, 1885. 

PREFERRING to your note of tlie 21st, ultimo, requesting the adhesion of the 
Government of tlie United States to tlie Decree of Ilis Ilighn^s le iec * TC 0 
Egvpt, promulgated on the 27tli July last, modifying the Law of Liquidation, I have 
the honour to inclose, for your information, copy of my instruction of the 16th 
ultimo to the Minister of the United States at London, declaring the position main- 

tainod by this Government in respect to the Egyptian Debt question. 

J Accept, &c. 

/o:_m BAVADTl 


(Signed) 


T. F. BAYARD. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 65. 

Mr. Porter to Mr. Phelps. 

§} r Department of State, Washington, September 16, 1885. 

YOUR despatch of the 5th August last in relation to Egyptian finances, and 
particularly to the question of the adhesion of the Powers other than the Signatories 
to the Decree of the Khedive of Egypt of the 27tli July, 1885 has been received. 

The attitude of this Government with reference to the settlement of the Egyptian 
Debt question lias been one of friendly neutrality. At the time of the organization o 
the Commission of Liquidation in 1860 the United States maintained for a time an 
attitude of reserve, owing to the fact that acquiescence in the scheme pledged, or 
appeared to pledge, the Government to accept as binding upon any of the citizens ot 
the United State, whose interests might be involved, the action to be thereafter taken 
bv a Commission in the composition or control of which the United States had no 
part. It appearing, however, that no interests of American citizens were then, in 
fact to be submitted to the decisions of the Commission, and animated simply by the 
desire that no action on our part should embarrass the Egyptian Government in 
making with its actual creditors such arrangements as might be acceptable to them, 
this Government, at the urgent wish of the Khedive’s Government, instructed its 
Representative at Cairo, on the 17th July, 1880, to adhere to the plan ot liquidation, 
if the Egyptian Government regarded such action material to the success ol the 
scheme. The Government of the United States thus concurred in the plan without 
being positively interested therein, and simply to avoid embarrassing the none y 

Government of the Khedive. . , . .. , , 

So, with regard to the subject of your despatch, this Government is disposed to 

preserve the same attitude that it has heretofore maintained towards the management 
of Egyptian finances and would not embarrass the Government of the Khedive by 
withholding its adherence to the Decree of the 27th July, should it appear that such 
a course Mould he in opposition to the Khedive’s wishes and an obstacle to the accom- 
plislinient of his plans for the liquidation of the Egvptain debt. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JAS. D. PORTER, Acting Secretary. 


No. 66. 

Mr. Grosvenor to the Marquis of Salisbury— {Received November 9.) 

MvLord^ *87. PetersburgIt, November 3, 1885. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 367 of the 28tli ultimo, I have the honour 
to inclose copy of a Memorandum I have received from the Ministry for foreign 
Affairs, in nhicli it is stated that before informing me of the views of the Russian 
Government on the difficulty which has arisen between the Commissioners of the 
Caisse of the Egyptian Debt and the Government of that country, it is necessary tor 
the Russian Government to obtain further details ou the subject from its Agent at 

Cair °' I have, &c. 

(Signed) ’ T. G. GROSVENOR. 


Inclosare in No. 66. 


Memorandum. 


Gouvernement Egvptien et la Commission de la Detie Publique ii la suite du refus do 
eellc-ci de faire dcs avanccs sur la somme de 1,000,000/. destinec, eonformdment au 
Decret Khedivial, a des travaux d’irrigation. 

Se trouvant, a defaut d’informations, dans l’impossibilite d’emettre une opinion a 
ee sujet, lc Ministore Imperial s’est empresse d’invitcr son Agent au Cairo a lui fournir 
des renscignoments eirconstancies sur la nature do la contestation surgie entre le 
Gouvernement Egypticn ct la Caisse. Cc n’est qu’apres la reception de celles-ci qu’il 
se trouvera cn mesure de faire connaitre a M. le Charge d’Atfaircs d’Angleterre ses 
appreciations au sujet de l’incident qui fait l’objet du Memorandum du 16 (28) 
courant. 

St. Pe'tersbourg, le 19 (31) Octobre, 1885. 


No. 67. 

Sir R. Welly to Sir J. Pauncefote.—(Received November 9.) 

Sir, Treasury Chambers, November 9, 1885. 

I AM directed by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to acquaint 
you, for the information of the Secretary of State, that they have had under 
consideration the papers laid before Parliament in recent years upon the financial 
condition of Egypt, and also the letter addressed by Lord Salisbury to ller Majesty’s 
Consul-General at Cairo on the 3rd September, desiring him to impress the necessity of 
careful financial administration upon the Government of His Highness the Khedive. 
The intimate relations between the Governments of Her Majesty and Ilis Highness 
give to Her Majesty’s advisers a deep interest in the establishment of a sound system 
of finance in Egypt. That interest is, doubtless, rather political titan financial; but the 
heavy military expenditure incurred since 1882 by Her Majesty in tlie support of the 
Khedive, the sacrifices made by Her Majesty’s Government in 1881 and 1885 in respect 
of the charge of the Army of Occupation, and of the interest due on the purchase-money 
of the Suez Canal shares, as also the guarantee which the United Kingdom, in concert 
with other Pouers, has given to the new Egyptian Loan, amply justify the Board of 
Treasury in communicating to the Secretary of State their opinion upon the financial 
condition of Egypt; and as the establishment of an efficient system of financial control 
is essential to the maintenance of good and orderly government, it seems only fitting 
that the Department especially responsible for financial order in this country should 
place their experience at the service of the Secretary of State and of the Government 
of Egypt. 

Efficient financial control depends upon three conditions, viz.:— 

1. A strong Central Treasury responsible to the supreme authority for the main¬ 
tenance of financial order throughout the Administration. 

2. An Audit, conducted by an officer independent of the Executive Government, 
and able, in consequence, to report impartially to the supreme authority upon tlie 
financial acts of the Executive Government, including the Treasury itself. 

3. An authority independent of the Executive Government, and empowered by the 
supreme authority to disallow and recover irregular payments, and, if necessary, to 
report to the supreme authority for punishment the individuals responsible for financial 
irregularity. 

It is the duty of a Treasury invested with full power of control to confine the public 
expenditure within the limits of prudent finance. For that purpose, its sanction 
should be necessary to every new measure increasing or tending to increase expenditure; 
it should review, and be ultimately responsible for, the Estimates of the year. It 
should be responsible also for uniformity of financial administration in the various 
Departments of the State, and it ought to take the initiative in investigating and 
correcting any financial irregularity which comes to its cognizance. But the Treasury 
is itself an executive Department, and must, therefore, in its turn be subjected to 
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chock This check is found in the independent Auditor, who should have power to 
satisfy himself that every item of expenditure is supported by vouchers, and is covered 
by Law Decree, or other Act of the supreme authority and, within the limits of such 
Law Decree or Act, by the sanction of the Treasury. In the course of Ins examination 
fo. these purposes, the Auditor necessarily detects and can point out any financial 
irregularity which has occurred. He should have no power to disallow or correct, he 
simply reports for disallowance and correction. It should he his duty, as soon as prac- 
ticahle after the close of the year, to present to the supreme authority a Deport 
comparin'- estimate and expenditure, pointing out additions which have been made to 
the Expenditure since the Estimates were sanctioned, and noticing any case in which 
expenditure has been incurred without, or in excess of. lawful authority, finally, a 
Tribunal, independent of the Executive Government, and furnished by the supreme 
authority with the requisite powers, should decide whether to allow or to disallms and 
recover 'irregular payments, and in extreme cases should submit the offendeis lor 

punishment. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ a sjstan of financial control is completely 

organized, and statesmen must, of course, adapt their measures to their means, but it 
may be laid down that no State is safe against financial disorder i i :is not provided 
with efficient machinery for the control ol public expenditure and toi the detection 

and punishment of irregularity. . . , ,, 

My Lords have endeavoured to test by these principles the sufiuuiuy ot the 

control at present exercised over the financial administration ot the Egyptian Govern- 

mCnt Thcre is a Central Treasury at Cairo, officered by men who, as far as my Lords can 
iud'-e from the record of their work, have promoted economy consistently. My Louis 
lave formed their opinion from such sources as the Deports ot the 1 reasury Committee 
which sat at Cairo in 188:1-81 in order to review the Estimates of the Egyptian Budget, 
and which proposed reforms of a much-needed but thorough kind, and horn t o 
Draft Pension Law, which formed the subject ot a recent communication to the 
Foreign Office; nor can they forget the remarks of the Committee upon the linanual 
situation of the Egyptian Government which sat m London last yeai befori the 
assemblin'- of the Conference. Sir Evelyn Haring and his colleagues stated that an 
examination of the expenditure of the Ministry of Emance brought out a result winch 
was creditable to the Egyptian Financial Department. I hey pointed out lurthoi that 
the Finance Ministry ditiers from other Departments, inasmuch as it aetually J 

considerable reduction in the total number ol it-employes v in., Dorn b>.f m 188 >• 

in 1883, the numher of “gens de service” Inning been during the same time sli y 
increased. This reduction has taken place, although several items which in 
found place in other heads of account have been transferred to the Ministry ot 

I maiiu . no ti ( .,>d that the reduction of stall' is chiefly found m the "thee or tlm 

Director-General of Accounts, Mr. (now Sir Gerald) Fitzgerald. My Lords are anxious 
to note such results, as showing that Egyptian Departments can, i there is a will, c 
administered at once effectively and economically, and they would add that gie.it <| ( ‘dit 
""“the Minister of Finance, to Mr. (now Sir Gerald) l itzgera d and «, J him 
Pasha for the work which they have done and for the example which they him s t. 
Put inv Lords are not on that account satisfied that the power ol control Nested m the 
Egyptian Treasury is complete. If, indeed, it is nominally complete, it cannot lnm. 

been operative, as the following lacts will show. , * 

The revenue derived from taxation tor 1881 exceeded that lot 1*80 by L L. 13.),000. 

In the same time the cost of the administrative service* and ot levying taxes ineieased 
by £ E. I72,000t. in 18*0 the eo-t ot the levying of taxation and ofthe ! 

sm-Uvs m-lihhrc <.r war, a...I «'JJ- lair 

t* i? i <)77 ()!•> sho\vin ,, ‘ in lour voars an imuuaso of -< | )( t(n • * 

m') was subsequent to the Law of Liiiuidation. It marked a moment when financial 

Vilibium had la,.;, I. and it. 

|)v iHOunotcnt authority to hi' Miflicientlv IiIhmaI hn tin m nls < > 

then, is facie evidence that the control of tin* Treasury is either incomplete or has 
been imperfectly exercised. Nor docs an examination ol the different seivius w h 
mike up the total sums just named altogether remove the impression ; Wans.-" 
the one hand an item such as loss upon cereals paid, my Lords presiiim , kl 1 * 

amountin'- to £ E. .'>1.000, is debited to 1881, mi the other band, the si nice ol th . 
National Printing Establishment at Bnulaq has been added to these sen ices s.nee 
1880. Thu unlinarv servico (»l‘Hin Puhliu lui^ mnvasrd dm mu s l 
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from £ E. 405,000 to £ E. 590,000, i.e .. by £ E. 185,000 ; that of Provincial Govern¬ 
ments by £ E. 53,000; that of Public Instruction by £ E. 45,000. A reference 


* 1881 
1880 


f 1881 
1880 


£ E. 

7,087,208 
6,898,142 

189,066 
£ E. 

1,977,072 

1,501,771 

•172,.101 


to the Report of Sir Evelyn Barings Committee will explain the maimer in which 
much of the incivasc lias arisen. “ The expenditure,” they state, “ under most heads, 
was increased during the short period of prosperity which ensued immediately after 
the Law of Liquidation came into force. This increase was, in a great measure, 
due to a lur»^( ‘ increase in the Establishments of the different Departments.” In 
1880 the total number of employes of all descriptions and of sonants was lt,25L 
In 18*3 their numbers had increased to 17,100, or nearly 20 per cent. The Committees 
of the Cairo Treasury above mentioned considered that establishments might he cut 
dowm to the extent oi (> 17 employes and 510 servants, at a saving to the Active 
Estimate ol ,£ L. 85,000. Nuhar Pasha and Sir E. Daring thought such a measure 
would he very unpopular and undesirable, accompanied as it must lie by a large 
increase of the Pension List. Dufc my Lords must ask whether financial equilibrium 
can he expected so long as the Ministers of the day are able uncontrolled to add 
at this rate to the public expenditure. It is clearly impossible to maintain such 
equilibrium if the expenses of administration are to'increase in four years by more 
than £ E. 100,000, while the proceeds of taxation in the same period advance by little 
over £ E. 100,000. My Lords cannot but fear that the spirit of extravagance which 
marked the government of Tsma'il Pasha is not wholly eradicated, and that the 
Ministers of Uis present Highness are too confident that, as help from this country 
or from Europe has on three occasions been alforded in order to extricate Egypt from 
financial difficulty, a repetition of such aid maybe expected whenever need arises, 
and that there is therefore no necessity to practise economy. Better reason for 
economy may perhaps he found if it were made clear to them that, before further 
reference is made to Europe for financial aid, and before further sacrifices arc asked of 
the public creditor, the particulars of the Ouchouri fax must be closely investigated, 
and it must be shown to the satisfaction of all concerned why the holders <>| Ouchouri 
land are moreJightlv taxed than the less fortunate holders of Kharadji land, and w by the 
recommendations of the International Commission of Inquiry in' l*7t), in reference 
to this matter, have been treated as a dead letter. In the meantime, however, if seems 
to my Lords indisputable that the exorcise of financial prudence would probably 
render resort to such inquiries unnecessary, and the first guarantee for financial 
prudence will he the investing of tlu* Egyptian Treasury with complete power of 
control. If any doubt exists as to the power- of the Treasury , a Decree of Ills Highness 
should ordain that no measure increasing or lending to increase the public expenditure 
can be passed without the prc\ ions assent of the Egyptian Treasury. If the Treasury 
indisputably possesses such power, it should lx* ascertained why it b:-. not been 
exercised, il ihe power exist, and if rules of financial prudence have been neglected 
. hrougli the incapacity or apathy of the Treasury, resort should bo bad to the ordinary 
remedy ol replacing men who arc unwilling or unable to discharge their dutv bv others 
o |- a di Herein stamp. 

My Lords should mention that the Estimates of 1885 show a reduction on many of 

the beads which have been named. They have, however, advisedly adopted for 

obvious reasons the act ual expendit urc of I *81, rat her than the Estimates of ] *85, as t lie 

test of economy and extravagance. When the promises of 1885 have been fulfilled 

fhev mav be substituted Ibr tilt* facts of lb*l. 

• • 

Audit forms the next point for consideration. My Lords undcrsiand that the 
Director-General of Accounts is practically tin* Auditor; and the Director-General 
being an officer of the Treasury, the Audit is therefore a branch of the Treasury 
business, and it would follow that no real independent Audit exists, as in this countr\, 
for the detection and repression of financial iricgularity on the part of tile Executive 
Government. Jt is an examination of vouchers rather than of authorities, and is 
conducted on behalf of the Executive Government itself, and not on behalf of die 

[68!) J g 
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supremo authority to which the Executive Government is responsible. In the hands 
of Sir Gerald L'il/>;erulu the independence of such an Audit might be assured, but it is 
not in itself satisfactory, and should be amended. My Lords are far from suggesting, 
in the present slab of Egyptian finance, that an addition should be made to establish¬ 
ments, but they sec no reason why the Director-General of Accounts should not be 
made independent of the Treasury. In that case he should be empowered by Decree 
to demand vouchers and authorities, and should be enjoined to report to Ilis Highness 
the Khedive the result of his examination of each year’s accounts, noting charges 
added since the adoption of the Estimate for the year, and noting also for disallowance 
charges not duly authorized or in excess of limits fixed by law. 

There remains the selection of independent advisers to whom His Highness 
should refer the Auditor’s Report, and who should advise him as to allowing or dis¬ 
allowing expenditure reputed to he irregular, and also as to holding personally respon¬ 
sible the persons who had ordered such expenditure. The recommendations of these 
advisers should be embodied in a Report to he published, together with the decision 
of His Highness thereon. The persons selected for this duty should he as free and as 
independent of the Executive Government as practicable, and the Financial Adviser 
of Ilis Highness is clearly marked nut as one of them. My Lords might perhaps 
suggest that such an oflieer as M. Magne, who has shown, in the management of an 
important branch of revenue, that he lias been able to reconcile efficiency with 
economy, should also be selected for this duty. If these two gentlemen were nomi¬ 
nated for the duty in question, it might he desirable so far to modify the principle of 
independence as to give the Minister of Finance a place upon the Commission, in 
order that acts of the Ministry may he officially defended upon the Commission before 
its advice is tendered to the Khedive. 

My Lords have now stated to the Secretary of State their proposals for estab¬ 
lishing and maintaining financial equilibrium in Egypt. It appears to them that 
Her Majesty’s Advisers must either use their influence to institute an effective system 
of financial control, or they must trust to the discretion of the Egyptian Government. 
In the latter case, my Lords have not the least doubt that a deficit will be yearly 
achieved, and that, at the expiration of the two years contemplated by the Declaration 
of the Powers of the 17th March, 1885, Her Majesty’s Government will have again 
to face the question of the position of the bondholders, and of a new international 
inquiry into the financial condition of the country. My Lords believe that, if 
reasonable precautions are taken at once, the deficit and its consequences may be 
avoided, but they believe also that these precautions will not be taken upon the spon¬ 
taneous action of the Egyptian Government. A study of the financial results of the 
last four years confirms them in the belief that Egypt, with economy, can pay her 
way, hut it leads them also to the conviction that she will not pay her way if her 
Ministers are allowed to increase the Civil Service Administration by £ E. 150,000 in 
four years, while the produce of taxes increases by only £ E. 100,000. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) 11. E. WELBY. 


No. 68. 


Mr. Erjrrtnn to the Marquis of Salisbury—{Received November 10.) 

(No. 772.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 28, 1885. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose the Statement of the Commissioners of the Public 
Debt of the position of the Unified Debt at the date of the coupon of the 1st iustaut. 

The surplus remaining in the hands of the Cais.se after providing tor the coupon 
is 710,851/., besides the deduction of 5 per cent., which amounts to a further sum 
of 55,991/. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. EGERTON. 
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Inclosure in No. 68. 
Caisse de la Dette Publique. 
Aunee 1S85.—Mois d’Octobre. 


EUn iin 2 ' <•■■■»>. i y 85, des Sornmes versr'es it la Caisse dr la Dette Publique sur les 

Revenue affecte's. 


Dette Uxifiee. 


Iieheawo tin I" 1 \ownilm\ 1885- 
Onjnial rcsGiiit a uiuorlir 
Imitation u’intereis 


£ s. 

55,991,320 0 

1,119,826 8* 


Designation (Us Preincrx et Administration** 
(lout !e* Revenue <*nnt 1 

uffcctes an Service d«* la Dette I’niiiee. 

Somrncs 1 

: : 

Du l ,r au 25 
i Octobre, 1885. 

. 

- . - 

rersees— 

Du 25 Avril 
au 30 Scptembrc, | 
1885. 

■ 

Totaux au 

25 Octobre, 1885. 


1\ T. p. 

P. T. p. 

P. T. p. 

Province <lt* Oarbieh 

14,381,138 03 

15,575,736 30 

29,960,174 33 

,, Menoufieh .. 

7,97(5,•405 24 

7,296,337 23 

15.272,743 07 

„ Hehera .. .. ,. 

5,251,188 ,i.O , 

6,982,232 26 . 

12,233,420 36 

,, Siout .. • • .. i 

2,362,753 32 

35,031,848 36 1 

37,394,582 28 

Douanes 

4,205,20!) 00 

22,730,565 14 i 

26,935,834 14 

Droits sur Us tubacx d’iinportution 

Soldes encaDsi «* cU»s movineos au 31 Deccm- 

2,562,800 00 

7,924,700 00 

10,487,500 00 

bre, 1884, par le Miniature des Finances 

• • 

• • 

9,722,348 25 

Kxcedent au 25 Avril 

* • 

• * 

49,254,782 01 

Prelevcment sur la Dette Unifiec pour com¬ 
pleter le service du coupon du 15 Octobre 

36,742,834 29 

95,541,421 09 

I 191,261,386 24 

de la Dette Pmilegiee,. . * t# 

Somme necessairc au paienient au coupon do 
la Dette Unitiee. du l L ‘ l Novembre prochain 

1 • • 

■ 

• • 

11,892,765 38 

170,308,593 26 

1 

l 

comme ci-desMis (1,119,826/. 8,9.) 

• • 

• • 

109,183,074 00 

Kxcedent ,. ., ., 

• • 

• • 

1 

70,185,519 26 

Suit, £719,851 


Pour copie conforme: 

Le Contr&leur, 
(Signd) W. Mog. 

Le Caire, le 26 Octobre, 1885. 


Les Commi ssairos-Direeteurs, 

(Signe) Prince A. MOUROUSI. 

G. LE CHEVALLER. 

G. B. MACHIAVELLI. 
Baron VETSERA. 


£ 9 . (L 

* Dotation d’interets comme plus haut .. .. .. 1,119,826 8 0 

Itetenue <le de 5 pour cent eu vertu du Decrct Khedivial 

du T > 1 Juillet 188.1 .. .. .. .. 55,991 6 5 


Reste a payer uux porteurs 


1,063,835 1 7 


P. T. p. 
109,183,071 00 

5,459,153 28 

103,723,920 12 




• ,:■*■ ' )W '. 1 v ‘- 

• .Aas'C. 
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No. G9. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November iO.) 

E 

(No. 777.) 

My Lord, Cairo , October 31, 1885. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith the answer of the Caisse to the 
communication of the Egyptian Government of the 21st instant, copy of which I 
transmitted to your Lordship with my No. 75G of the same date. 

The Caisse is in error, of course, in assuming that they are not justified in 
advancing any money to the public works without a previous Decree of the Khedive 
authorizing the particular work for which a credit is required. 

It was difficult at first to set' what could have suggested this singular assumption. 
Certainly no Decree of the Khedive is necessary for undertaking a public work, except 
where the power of expropriation is required ; and it is certainly not the practice here 
to open credits by Decree. 

An explanation has been given me that the Commissioners in their letter bear in 
mind a statement made to the General Assembly by Nubar Pasha in its last sitting (a 
Report of which is inclosed in my No. 77(5 of to-day’s date) to the effect that no public 
works will he undertaken without the previous approval of the Khedive. 

This, however, is no affair of the Caisse. 

There seems indeed on the part of the Caisse to have boon general misappre¬ 
hension. 

None of the works, for which the million was allowed, are* actually decided 
upon and begun. At present Colonel Monerielf and his Engineers are simply engaged 
in preliminary studies, and it was for these studies that the Egyptian Government 
asked for the 20,000/. which the Caisse has refused. 

T have, Ac. 

(Signed) EDWIN 11. EGERTON. 


Inclosure in No. GO. 

M. Mourousi to Moustapha Pacha I'eh mi/. 

M. Ie Minis! re, Cairo, le 27 Octobre, 1SS5. 

NOlhS avons on l’honneur do roeevoir le 21 eourant la repouse de votro 
Excellence a la lottre par laquelle nous lui indiquions les raisons no nous permottant 
pas de laire on l’elat droit an prelevemont demande d’uno soinmo do 20,000/. 
sur le million alVecfc par la Convention do Londres aux travaux d’irrigation. 

Cos raisons, nous dites-vous, auraient sombid au Council dcs Ministros impliquer 
de notre part l’intontion d’exereor un droit d’onquete (d de cunt role sur dcs questions 
d’ordre admiuistratit of sur la maniere d’appliquer la Loi Organique de I’Egypte. 

Nous veils prions de eroire quit u eu est rien, M. le Miuisire: nous eutoudons 
laisscr au (iouvernenient s;i respoiisabilitc tout mitiere (plant a 1’emploi le jilus 
eon I mane aux intends du pays, dos sonimes eimsaerecs par les Puissances au dcudoppe- 
ment de sa prosperity agricole, id nous ne demandons nullement a la partager. 

Nous nous renierinoiis exclusivement dans notre role; nous sommes, en vertu 
d un mandat international, les depositaires de fends ayaut pour destination (’execution 
de grands travaux publics; les limites etroites de cc mandat ne nous permettent de 
nous en dessaisir que pour eid emploi. Or, ce (jut' nous avons (lit a vetre Excellence, 
cost qui‘ nous ne comprenion.s pas comment une soinme quelconque serait uecessaire 
anjeurd’liui pour lYxecution de travaux qui ne sent pas encore deeretes. 

En disaiit cola, nous ne pensons avoir soulove aucun probleme do droit eonstitu- 
tjounel; car le lait ijin* les travaux d'ufilite publique ne peuvent etre entropris on 
Egypte, coniine jiartout ailleurs, qu'en vertu d’une decision souveraine, id eet autre 
tait que la souveraini'tc en Egypt e reside dans la personne memo de Son Alt esse le 
Khedive, l’exeri;ant au moyen de Decrets, sent des verites ne comportant, croyons-nous, 
aucune contestation. 

Veuillcz, Ac. 

Le Commissaire de Service, 

(Signe) A. MOUROUSI. 


G1 


[ No. 70. 

jlr. hgerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 10.) 

(No. 779.) 

My Lord, Cairo, November 2, 1885. 

WIT 11 reference to my despatch No. 728 and to previous correspondence, T have 
the honour to inclose copies of the correspondence which has lately been exchanged 
between the Egyptian Government and the Commissioners of the Domains on the 
subject of the leasing of the land now farmed by the latter. 

I am informed that a further edition of this correspondence will shortly he issued, 
which I will also forward to your Lordship. 

It is o\idcnt that a system by which an expenditure of 387,000/. is incurred for 
the management and cultivation of 139,000 acres cannot he a right one, and the 
Egyptian Go\eminent, which has to make good the constantly increasing deficit from 
the Domains, is certainly justified in crying out against its continuance. 

I find the consensus of opinion here strongly in favour of the proposed change. 

Examination has shown too that better letting prices can he obtained for the 
lands than was at first expected. 

A perusal of this correspondence will certainly lead to the belief that it was high 
time that the Egyptian Government should thus intervene in the interest of its 
finances. 

The main difficulty in the execution of the proposed change lies in the dismissal of 
so large a number of foreign employes^which it entails. These employes are mainly 
French, and it is possible that some political influence may be used to hinder the 
thorough execution of the general plan. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosure in No. 70. 

Correspondance relative aux Domaines de /’ Etat. 

(No. 1.) 

A son Excellence Nubar Pacha, 

President du Conseil des Ministres. 

Mon oher Nubar Pacha, Le Cairo, le 29 Juillet, 1885. 

VO US mo demande/.: " Gaelics soul les torres affermees; quellcs sont cellos qui 
•mat eultivees directement par nous et quellcs sont cellos quo nous laissons sans 
culture.” 

Voiei nia ivponse ci-dossous. Veiiillez me fa ire connaitiv si jo pourrais vous 
donner d’aiitrcs renseigiii'incnts ct agree/ 1’assurancc, Ac. 

(Signe) F. W. LtOWSELL. 

P.S.—Notre principe est de Inner et de ne pas oultiver direetement, sauf manque 
de loeatairos on faux de fermage nous laissant en povto. 

F. W. R. 





Haute- 

i 

Uas-e- i 

Total. 




i figypte. 

£g \ pte. j 




1*Y< Id an s. 

lVddans. 

Feddans, 

LnU(- « • •• « • 

• * 

9 9 1 

68,353 

1 KM 70 

187,823 

(\ntut*’K ** ;m\ iolluh^ ,, 

• • 

• • | 

71 

31,783 

i 

31,857 

1. Ti.tai dus location'' 


• » 

08, 127 

151,253 

219,080 

2. Cultives direetement 

»« 

• • 

15,50 1 

117,711 

133,332 

3. Incultib 

• • 

# * i 

11,058 i 

•13,31)5 

55,063 

Suppiiiciu ;i tmdlo do !) muino 

■ # 

• * 

«)5,0T(i ; 

1 

312,389 1 

1 

408,065 


[«»>] 






Dans la llaute-Egvptc, tout le Tayoum est alferme ii beaucoup de loeataires; la 
prcsquc totality d’Aslinient ct dc Beni-Bal'a et la moitic do Bedresliin soul lmios. 

Dans la .Basse-Egypto soni loues: Benni-el-Mandoura ct Bieloh, une grande 
navtie do Besltbisli, de^Bclgems et do Dogmerah; mais dans los Chefaliks et dans los 
plus riches tcrres dos Domaines, par exemplc, a Santali-Uyatem, la location ost tres 

difficile, sinon impossible. 

E W. B. 


(No. 2.) 

A. Mr. E. II. Egortou, 

Gera nt l’Agence et Consulat-Goneral de Sa Majestc Britan in quo. 

Cher Mr. Egerton, Le Cairo, le 24 Seph whir, 1885. 

A propos du suceossciu* a nommor an pauvro Bow sell, permettez-moi de vous 
entretenir des Domaines. 

Lorsque les tern's de l'ex-Kliedive furont restituees a l’Etat, nous pensions quo los 
Administratouvs qui promlraiont on main l’oxploitation no eommottraienl pas la fautc 
dc Fox-Khedive ot quo, so rondant compte qu’ilost impossible d’exploitor 125,000 acres 
on regie, ils prondraient lo parti de los affenner. Cost le contrairc qui eut lieu. An 
lieu do routrer d’uno mani^ro indivocte ct sous Corine dc location dans la circulation 
publique, cos bions resterent line charge pour le pays commc des biens de main- 
morte. 

II y a dejii un certain temps, je voulus me rendre compte des rVsons qui 
empecliaient les Administrateurs d’alVcrmer ces terres. M. Boutcron ot le pauvro 
ltowscll echangorent lours ideos ii ee sujet (*n ma presence avoc les Notables du Corps 
Legislate. De cet eehauge d’idees, consigne dans deux pr ochs-verba ux, il cst ressorti 
que los Administrateurs avaiont des objections au systt'me de location paree qu il leur 
etait difficile de faire rentrer les fermages et, qu’on outre, Faficrmagc des terres etait 
entrave par la repugnance et le mauvais vouloir des fonctionnaires qui, les terres une 
fois aflermees, so seraieut trouves sans emploi. 

La question en resta done la. 

Vous connaissez le Rapport redigd ]>ar Mr. Bowsell, il va un on deux mois. Il y 
est dit quo, sur 338,000/. de fermages, il y a seuloment une vingtaine de mille livres 
d’arrieres quo FAdministration, d’ailleurs, ospere recuperor, grace a la loi et aux 

Tribunaux. , . 

Or, si les fermages reutrent, ot eela grace a la loi, les ddsavantages et mconve- 

uionts prei us par M. Boutcron, coni re co mode d’admmistration, tombent d eux- 
menies. Il ne reste done, oontre 1’adopt ion complete du systeme de formage,^ que la 
repugnance dos fonctionnaires qui so trouveraiont pordre lours emplois. Co n’est pas 
une objection serieuse et a laquelle on doive s arreter. 

Dans cette question d'i'xploitatioii en regie ou par iermage, il n y a pas un de 
nous qui diffhro d’opinion. Mr. Gibson est occupe a prendre des informations pour 
sc rendre compte a combicn les 130,000 feddans qui sont cultives actuolloment en logic 
peuvont otre alfermes. Je ne voux pas m’avancer, mais, d’apr&s ee quo Ion m assure, 
ces 130,000 feddans pourraii'iit otre atlermes de 21. los. a 3/. par leddan. La location 
devrait, pour obvier au mauvais vouloir des tonctiounaires, se faire a\ec le coucours du 
Gouvornomont, et la perce])tion, par les Percept curs des Finances on memo temps que 
les impots. L’administration ot les frais de culture se montent actuolloment, amsi quo 
vous li‘ verroz par le Tableau oi-inolus, au chill re enorme de 117,000/., qui scrait leduit 

it une somme minimi': 

Los terres rontroraient dans la circulation ; 

La production sera it augmeutee, ear un liomiue cultivant dix a quiuze acres loui 

fait prodnire plus quo celui qui on eultive cent ; ... 

Le deficit scrait, sinon mil, mais du moins, considerablomont iliimnue; 

Le sentiment de la population centre les Europeons, quelle accuse de null 

manor cette Administration, scrait dissipe. 

[1 ny Ruvuit rii'iL do clmuifo duns In position do M. do Rothschild, puisfjuo lo 

scrait toujours entre les mains de M. Boutcron ot d(* son collogue; il u \ aumil do 

change que le systeme d’exploitat ion. . 

•Ie vous onvoie un Tableau dos dopens(*s i‘( de> rooettos d(‘s Domaiiu's et un antic 

Tableau de ee que scrait l’oxploitation on supposant toutes los terres allermoes. 

* Si ee* que je dis parait raisonnablo ot plausible, il scrait bon que Mr. Gibson lut 

maintemi pendant quelquc temps ot provisoirement a la place dc notre pauvre ami 
Rowsell; e’est le soul qui puisse mener a bonne liu la question de 1 aflermage. 
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Il serait bon aussi que Lord Salisbury voulut bien dire un mot a M. do Rothschild, 
a fin qu’il recommande it ses Administrateurs de so prdter a oe olmngoment de systeme 
dans Sexploitation. 

(Signe) NUBAB, 


P.S.—Il cst bien ontendu que les Perceptours dies Finances pereevront les locations 
et fermages, on memo temps que les impots, et verseront, conformement ii un Decret, 
ces locations et ces fermages directcmcnt a la Caisse dc 1 Administration des 
Domaines. 

N. 


(No. 3.) 

Domaines de l’Etat. —Exploitation de l’Exerctce 1884. 


ReC KITES. 

I'roduit des Locations 
IVoduit de lVxploit it ion directe, y com 
pris les reeettes divoiscs 
Deficit (amoitis'cmcut non pave) , 


£ K. 
337,417 

547,804 

170,590 


DIspens t. 

Deponse^ tie 1’ Administration (’ontrale .. 

Service des Teitidies— 

Kiaib (/Administration .. 87,195 

('tiltm • .. .. .. 179,087 

Transport des produits 28,338 

Digm s et canuux .. .. 12/33 

Autn» depenses .. .. 48,235 


£ E. 
51,322 


A genre d’Alcxundtie 
Impots— 

Provinces affectees 

non attectees 


137,897 

94,424 


Killpriuits (Domanial etTefwida lluncni). 
annuity non coinpris amortissement .. 


1,055,811 


856,288 

9,191 


232,321 

406,689 

1,055,811 


Domaines 

de l’Etat.—Projet d’Exploitation. 

Svsteme d’Alfermage. 


Recettes. 

1 

Depinsls. 



£ K. 

1 

£ E. 

Locations— 


Depenses (PAdministi.ilion — 


De 187,823 ftddui.s ((Vainer lemlctmn 

Evaluation maxima . •. 

.. 50,000 

(le 1884) 

.. 387,417 

Kmprunts— 


De 134,000 loddans, u £ K. 2J 

par 

Annuites ,. 

,. 400,000 

feddan 

.. 335,000 

Impots 

.. 232,000 

Deficit .. 

9,583 , 




682,000 


682,000 


Le deficit resultant du systeme d’afVormago de la totality des terres des 
Domaines, apres prelevement integral des impots, ne serait que de £ E. 0,583. 

L’excedcnt do depenses sur les reei'ttcs constatees en 1884 s’est clove ii 
A E. 170,590, auxquelles il a etc pourvu au moyen d une subvention en csp&ccs de 
C E. 70,166 et de la remise des impots dans les provinces non alleetees de £ E, 04,421; 
total: 0 E. 170,590. 

Le deficit reel de 188 L sc serait eleve It A E. 208,590, si on avail du elfeetucr le 
paieinent de € E. 3S,000, montaut d(' Famortissement normal de Pempruut qui a etc 
suspendu par le Deeret Financier du 27 •luilh't, 1SIS5. 

Le systeme propose olfrc le grand avantage sur le mode d’exploitation des 
Domaines aujourd’hui en vigueur, de reduire ii un ehilfre relativeiueut minime le 
deficit en fin d’annee (>t d’en determiner Fimportauee. 

Eu adniettant memo Feventualite de quelques meeomptes dans la perception des 
fermages, les non-vaieurs ne sauraient jamais atteindro h' ehilfre considerable des 
deficits aetuels. 








(No. 4.) 

A MM. les Commissaires ties Domaines tie l’fitat. 

„. Le Caire, le 22 Septembre, 1885. 

* CSS lWcupe depute Ion-temps deja ties resultats insuffisants obtemis dans 1’ex- 
nloitation ties 1 Domaines tie I’fitat, resultats qui se sent tradiuts jusqu a present ui 
line lourtle charge annuclle pour le Tresor, le Gouvemement hgyptien, tie tmne. it .i . 
vtms, a voulu rechereher s’il n’y avait pas un systiMnc .1 exploitation pi el.a able a u 

qU1 C JL7del i an-e^rV.Ides*qui a eu lieu a ee sujet a fait reconnoitre tie part et d’antre quo 
l’aHerniage tie la totality ties terres constituait certamement le nieilleur nu.de 

(1 '1 miiii*stvoi* lo f,, ri r,, (* a ui vous cst confic. . 

Desirenv d'entrer le plus t.M possible dans l’applieation do ee system.', le 

Gouvemement figyptien est tombe d’aeeortl avec vous pour en organiser le ionctionm- 

ment de la manieri'la plus satisfaisante. , . 

11 a etc co.nenu que le Gouvemement vous donnera sa coopt; alien la p us 
etendu pour arriver a l'afformngc eomplct ties terres. _ A eel effet, d a dounc des 
instructions precises mix Moudirs .les provinces qui doivent, .1 accord avec vos agents, 
proceder aux locations. Le roeonvrement des fermages sera opere par les vo.es 
administratives avec le eoncours du personnel de votre Administration et sous la 

responsabUit6.(lu^Gouvcrucmont^ ^ ^ imtn,meats ag. 1 i, i olo, et 

maeliines qui sont partie integrante du gage Domanial, vous avez consent i, pour 
faeiliter les 1 locations! tl’aceortler uuo ccrtaine latitude pour le pa.oment, et le G.mverne- 
ment qui s’on declare responsable, recommit qu’au bl Docembro do e.iaque aim. <, 
remboursera a la Commission des Domaines la portion de l annuite qui nauian pas et., 
aequittee par les aequereurs. II est entendu que le prodi.it des ventes .1 annnaux, 
.l’instrumeuts aratoives, et tie maeliines sera mis en reserve par la Commission pour otu 
emplove plus tard, sil y a lieu, a l’acliat d’animaux et a la reconstitution du mateiiel 
a-rieole et meeanique,* ees sommes ne pouvant, sous aueuu piadexte, ree.uon uue 
autre affectation, taut tpu* le montant total de lempruni n aura pas etc rem )*»mu. 

Bicn qu’il soit notoire que, d’apres les Conventions cxistantes, le l r.'sm Lg\ p. 'eu 
est term de pouvvoir a tout.' insumsanee de revenus des Domaines, il n liesit. pas a 
reiterer ici l’assuranee que le 15 Avril et le 15 Oetolm* de el.aque mu.ee, m la < nn.m.s- 
sion n’a pas encaisse la soinme neeessaire pour payer les nnpots dans les l»<>\ni..'s 

ai Feet oes, la difference sera vovsee par le MiiiMcrc <los V malice's 

Le 15 Mai et le 15 Novembi-e, le 15 Juin et le 15 Decembre de ebaque annee, si 
la Commission n’a pas encaisse la somme neeessaire pour payer les coupons de 
l’Fmprunt Rothschild et tie I’Lmprunt Tculula 1 laiieni, elle s adressera an M miMeie 
des Finances qui devra ltd vorser la difference. A defaut, In C omnnssitm lera.t appli- 

cation du 2' et du lmra^ranhe do la Convention du l l I- . 

]1 est bicn entendu quo dans les deux eas, on ne dovra e.mipreudre dans 1 cueaivse 

disnonible ni le fends doroulemcnt ni les f.mds provenant de la vote des ammaux, 
ties instruments araloires, et de machines, ccs dillerents l.m.h a\:mt une ■•Ih'et.itimi 
sneeiale et etant destines a spirant ir la conservation du u-age. 

' Le Gouvemement ne doute pas, Messieurs, que le but que nous nous pr-q.-uiis 
dans l’interet eomnmn ne soit facilcmcnt attemt par le concmis actil et ‘•"“•ei.-cU, 
tons. Le pa.s tout cntii-r ne manquera pas. Messieurs, dapprener haulenien .a 
grande part que vous mire/ prise a eet beureux resultal. V(lui!UlZj ^ 

(Sit*ne) NI- BAR. 


(No. :>.) 

\ sou Excellence lo President du Council dos Alinistros. 

1 e (Utirv* i (J 24 Soptrwbyr. l^.n 

fo< ' 0 r.lmnvmvm,.,,. U ii v|,li.. .I- n-.«H»K -"iviinl lui 

iiMl'lllls ilmls ■!- llnmind ,1, .f.ull:,Is q.M 

ius.iu'ii | ill's ' 1 n t inn- uni 1 l 1 ■in'll . 1 i-iuirn'i 1 iiiiimi’ll * 1 )>mii' ' 1 ‘ ' 'p ' 1 ' 1 ,l 11 ! , HK 14 .y'J’ ,, 

ivl ,'iilnli.. i. ivlui :ir.,„ i lli i „H 1 „l Miili. II I'll n -■i.,III . 1 qm 1 I ..ll. i-.ii.isgo 


ilos tom's oonstiluait .•.•.•liiiiK'm.siit lo inoilloin 1 nmilo .Pi 1 s |i\' iil a I i 1 >i |f S' a's l 'l ll ' ,lous 
cst confio, ot il I, ponso quo si la Commission anivaU ii Ionov la tolulHo dos IXinu.m s. 
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rinsufllsance annuclle que font ressortir les eomptes serait, sinon tout ii fait .iteinte, 
tin moins considerablement divninuee. 

Dans une lettre du 22 de ee mois, vous avez portc a notre connaissance le tlesir 
manifesto par le Conseil ties IVIinistres, vous nous avez offert le eoncours tics Moudirs, 
ot vous avez pris oil renouvele divers engagements destines a nous rassurer sur la 
securite du gage. 

Si la Commission des Domaines ne eonsultait que ses preferences personnelles, elle 
entrerait avee empressement et sans hesitation dans les vuos du Conseil des Alinistros : 
la location .les Domaines l’cxonererait, en eflet, d’une responsabilite et cl’un travail 
eerasants. 

Aussi, depute son entree on fonelions, eette question l’a-t-elle preoeoupee vivo- 
meut. En 1871), .piantl elle a pris possession ties Domaines, les locations ne s’elevaicnt 
qu’ii 159,01)1 feddans, et elle les a sueeessivement t'tendues jusqu’au chiffre de 2.19,951 
ietltlans, qu’ellos out atteint oil 1882. Alai", la plupart des nouveaux locataires 
avaient assume une tfiehe au-dessus de lours forces : presque tous se sont mines, la 
Commission a etc obligee de resilier leu.'. bau.\, et e’est pour ee motif quo le chiffre tics 
locations n’atteint aujourd’hui quo 211,992 feddans. En depassant ee chiffre, on 
s’expose a ne pas trouuT ties locataires et des emiti.ms .sdrieux, par suite a no pas etre 
payer e’est la conviction intime de la Commission. Cette assertion se trouve cor- 
rohoree par ee fait que les biens lihres tin Gouvemement qui sont loues, aecusent, 
chaquc annee, une somme d’arrieres qui n’est pas iufurieure ii 10 on 10 pour cent ties 
droits constates. 

Alais l’insuflisaneo annuclle est-elle hien le resultal du mode d’exploitation 
actucl, el ne faut-il pas plutot l’attrilmer ii ee quo le gage a dte grevd tie charges hors 
de proptirtions avec son rendement po-.'.ible: 

Voiei, si les Domaines etaient compl.'tement loads, quollcs scraient approxima- 
tivement ces cliar-cs :— 


Cou})oi»m (let* dt u\ i mprunts 
IlD})Ot8 

rraib (rA(lminij>tration 


Total 


Li supcrficie actuelle des D-miainc^ t f de feddans .. 
Si l*oii deduit, eomme inetdtivablos 

11 rcste, suscm ptild l s d’etre loues 


Nous avous lotto en 1H8«>, 2Id.902 f Itl t « [) "n 
Soil a P. K. 130 par le Id . t, 

Eu adu.ettmt (pie nous louions au menv pi x les 120,4od Osldin^ nslau% qui ne 
valent ni inieux ni moin-> (pie le^ irntrc^, nous obtiendrons 


Le deficit annnel seiait done de.. 

Or, depuU sept ans, il n’a ete en mouMino que de .. 

DiHerenee .. 


£ K. 

20.5,005 

59,000 

G 80,4 8 3 

£ E. 

107.3.58 
70,900 

337.3.58 

£ E. 

291.93.5 


107,900 

459,835 

£ K 
229,028 
14 1,000 

88,028 


Et. nous supposons, vous le remarquerez, cc qui est peu vraisemblable, que la 

totalite des fermages sera integralem.mt. payee. 

Quoi qu’il en soit, eomme 110 s previsions, hien qu’ellos reposent sur une experience 
dc sept annees, peuveut fort hien lie pas se real her—ot nous le souhaitons ardoniment— 
nous eroirions manquer ii notre devoir, en presence surtout ties garanties tres serieuses 
quo vous voulez hien nous donner et nous renouveler, si nous ne secondions pas avee 
]e plus grand devouement I’entrepris.' que le Gouveriiement desire tenter. 

Au”nom de la Commission, je viens done vous declarer que vous pouvez compter 

sur son eoncours le plus tlevoue et le plus loyal. 

Elle s’oecupe tie reunir tous les ronseignements necessaives aux Moudirs pour 
reeueillir des locations et ces renseiguemeuts vous serout adresses dans trois ou 
tjuatre jours. 

D’un antic c6te, elle va convoquer tous ses Aloufettiehes, elle lera appel a lour 
zele et les invitcra a se mettre ii la disposition complete des Aloudirs. 

L’operation que nous allons tenter va, evidemment, surexciter tous les t'sjivits; 
nos Aloufettiehes etant momentanement detournes tie lours travaux, un certain 
[689] S 
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ddsordrc va -f-l" 

tons mioublcr de vigilance et tie nous prater aide ct assistance etiaque 

fois ‘ 1 'iii^cn sennit roquis. Yeuillcz, &c. 

Lc President, 

(Signe) BOTJTETtON. 


(No. 6.) 

A M M les t’ommis"aives des Domaines de VlUnt. 

. Le Cairo, b 27 Octobre, 1S85. 

tTkou la lettreque vous avez Wen voulu m’eeriro le - I Oidobrc oonrant on 
clmmunblntion <lu 22 du n,C,no mob. Lc Clouv.™™e,,t K® |»Loo, 
"Messieurs est heureux do prendre note de la declaration que Aims lm laites d .ippmt r 
toirS— le pluJ devoue ct leplm local a laircm.agc des tcv.oc Doma.ualos, 
ontvenrise iiii’il ne donte lias pouvoir inenev a bonne lm de conceit a\ec vous. 

Tboll Ls Us de L.L r.tieone ,ue le (iouverncmi'iit vccomum.de la cvmase 
des terres en lieu et place du systeme que vous avez sum jusqua indent, 1 alleima 0 t 
nteoauKdait Wsm d diminuer les deficits qui grand.ssen eliaquc amice. 

1 Vous admett-z Aims-memes le bion-fondd du pnneipe, copendant, uuis cxpumcz 
ccrtaines apprehensions sur la possibility d’en faire l’application pour la b-tali e dcs 
t 0 TO i ie buiot, jene saurais passer sous silence los assert ions que von emettez 
oour iustitier cette manifcn*de voir. Yos locations s’apphquent aujouul luu, il«st ai.u, 

•\ une s u per lie i e uioi ndre qu’en 1882 et vous en attrilmcz la cause d oe que la plupart 
dcl iocE's .. Scant pateaiv leuv, engagements un.s acev du .Adna- leuvs baua. 

Jo m’onn.m volontievl a.ee coil, ,,ue ees loeata.vea ac.-uent “"O' » 

dossils lie leurs forces: votre e\peril nee vous a deinontre combien d Unit ditlimli 
d’obtenir un rendement ivmmidialmir d'lino exploitation duveto de cult me qui pm <• 
^!Tiomb«^considerable de feddans. Vinsi avez-vous du re.itrer on l-^*^ 
tettiebes de Bedresbein (11,281 feddans) it de J‘a\oum ( 10.000 Uddans). l. tto 
. evil aide M.b-tilutien de deuc leeatahe. a c,.l tv Admim-natam ne 1™ 

, ,>s vcsiiltats ineilleuis que eeu\ quo a oils obtenie/. \mis-memes; aiissi, nist-u pas e 
mode d’alVennacc quo vous recouinmnde lc (louAcrnement, mats bum eelui quo Aims 
avez suivi et adopt e pour les ‘2151,000 feddans que vous avez loucs depuis longtemps. 
c- - t , ole iVvcste cu vigucuv pouv la location do. Wen, 1 1ms dtt l onvevnen.cnl 
et < ui ne dmme pas do mccomptcs sericuv; cn 1881, los droits constates cla.cnt dc 
l E 77 .00, sur Icsqucls il a ctd rccouvre C E. 7b,801, const.tuant une moms valour 
d'a-peine 2 pour cent, et non de 30 on 10 pour cent co.nme vous 1 afhrme/^ .1 11,1 , 

Ali'ssieurs, i quelles sources a oils avez pu puiser vie reiisoignemoiits a u Mip t. 

1) ailleiirs \oiis-incnies, sur les locations dc 187,000 feddans de Vannco passee 
vpivseuta.il unc somme d'emiron C E. 310,000, mils n’avez qu un 'tim' s r leu n a 
pi*inc ii 1 pour cent. Mais il .M oiseux dc cbcrcber a poser les a a. l ages ct les 
ditrieullds que prescntc unc or-anisation ill's Domnincs sir le pied de killmn. „t . 
le svstcinc oppose que a.. us prelere/ trmm; sa eondanmalimi. sms uireoustama s 
attenuantes, dans les result at s qu'il a donnes jusqii’a ce jimr. mi .n i u < s i 

pretendre un instant ipi’un bonnne, quebpie balule qu il sou, puisse ailnuui ti 

107,000 feddans dans des conditions de rapport iiurnml. 

I * deficit dc IVxercicc dconld s’ct clccc i, t U. lW»’<b n,;n cmnl"’., 1 a.mn tv, • 
mont et, de Aotre proprea\eu, l'exereieeaeluel m* suldera par un deheit de t h. ->0,U00 
sans I’amortissemeut. C'es delieits ne sunt uulleineut siirpvenants eu egaul aux 

deiienses liecessitces par le mode d exploitation directe que aous sum/.. _ __ 

II eomient de remarquer iei que, sur la tntalite des terres Donum tales, ou,000 
feddans doivent etre dearies emnine ineiiltes, 210,000 led Ians et.mt a minis, is i.us 
de culture et d’administration qui sYlevent a environ C E. 117,0 )) pm i n si u mm i . 
sur 130,000 teddans Si toutefois il y avail lieu de defalquer de eette dermere sounili 
£ E. 3,0,000 m.\ iron pour fmis administratifs et de surveillance «l‘‘s super!iciex en 
location, il n’en reste pas muius one somme enornie d environ C t. o8<, ) j) qui 
const it no une charge ecrasaute et Inns dc tout.' pmport ion a v ee 1 eten.au ms 11 u s quo 

vous eultive/ directcnvuit. , , . . 

.le ne saurais reeoimaitre, Messieurs, I’cxactitude de votiy i*\aluation |iour 

I’afVcrmago (los terres rest aid li loner; vous assimilez leur Aalcur loeutiu. a m i. i t h 


terres qui sold di'jii alfermeis ; or, il eb notoiro, ot du reste la lettro que ATr. Himself 
m’a adrcssco le 20 duillcl dernier cn fait 1‘oi, que A'os cultures dircctcs compreimeid les 
me ill cures terres des "Domaines. 

Les Ltats quo vous nous avez donnes dc la valour locative des tirrcs Domaniales 
dans la Cliarlricli, portent :\ unc moyenne ib* 275 ]uastrcs le taux ]>ar feddan ct, cn 
moins dc quatre jours, lc Moudir a pu vous presenter des olfres sur cette base pour 
environ 21,000 feddans sur les 37,000 dont so compose le Domaine dans cette province; 
on peut done cn eonclure a prioii quo votre estimation generate est bien on (lessons de 
la realitc, Admcttant memo quo le taux moyen quo vous indiquez no pourrait etre 
depassc, le deficit annuel ne s’ehVorait qu’a £ E. 220,000, coni re .C E. 250,000 que 
vous avouez pour eette annee. Il n’y a done pas lieu de s’etonner de 1‘insisjanee du 
Gouvernement a met Ire a execution le projet d’alTermage, ear respoiisable des deficits 
qui influent d’une maniere iaebeuse sur les finances publiquos, il est fomle on droit, 
d’exiger I’adoption du scul systeme rntionnel (Sexploitation des Domaines. 

Aussi est-ee avee un profond regret que ji' constate les att“rmoiemeuts que 
rencontre l’apjilieation des iilees auxquellcs vous A’ous declarez rallies: vous justiiiez 
cos retards par la neeessite d’uu examen minutieux des garantieset cautions jnvsentees 
paries Moiulirs et, pour eette unquote, A'ous a'ous cn referez ii vos Aloufettiehes et a 
votre personnel que, dans les seances tenues jailis eliez moi, A r ous avez declares vous- 
memos etre opposes an systeme d’affermage dans la erainte de la sujipression de leur 
emploi. 

Ajires tout, il ne faut pas oublier qu’en dernier ressort, le grand garant est lo 
Gouvernement lui-meme, principal interesse a voir diminuer sinon disparaitre totalc- 
ment les deficits considerables auxquels il esl oblige dc fairc face annuellemcnt. 

Jc ne puis terminer sans dmmer une attention partieuliero au dernier paragrapbe 
dc votre lettre. Vous apprelicndcz de voir l’operation, que nous allons tenter, suseiter 
une eertaine surexeitatiou jianni axis employes el un ilesordre dans votre Administration, 
pouvant sc traduirc par des detournements. Son Execllonee le Alinistre de l’Intericur 
on a fait la remarque en a-ous iudiquant les moycus il’obvicr a un pared etat deehoscs; 
vous avez repondu quo a'ous prendriez les mosurcs ndcossaires et, de son cote, le 
Gouvernement vous a dmme I’assuraneo de tout son appui- 

Cliaque retard apporte dans la taebo que nous entroprenous ne pmit qu’etro 
uuisible a tons les jioints de A’ue, ct puisque nous sommes outres dans eette \ r oio, jo no 
saurais, Messieurs, trop insister aupres di' A’ous ]iour lcA r cr tous les obstacles qui. 
cut raven! la marelie rapide et satisfaisante de l’operation. 

Ycuillez, &o. 

Le President du Conseil des ATinistres, 

(Signe) N EDAIt. 
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(No. 7.) 

ADMINISTRATION DES DOMAINES DE L’IStAT. 

Tableau General do la Valeur locativo des Terres Domaniales. 



Superficie 

au 

l* r Octobre. 

13-83. 


Valour au 
Feddan 
d’apres le 
Cahier des 
( liar'ru*'. 


Part restant due sur FEmprunt. 


Valeur 
Venale du 

Ttftiehe. 


45,376,800 


7,551,746 $1 


Par 

Teftirhe. 


Total des 
Jropot- 
par Teftirhe 


Beni-R&fa . .* 

Ashment .. • • 

Fayoum .. . • 

Bed rechine 
Clioubra et Seriacos 
Bourden *. 

Tell-Hawin .. 

llehya 
Abou-Kebir 
Toniay 

Talkha .. .. 

Ras-el-Khalig 
Bielah .. .. 

Belras 

Bar »ri-e!-Mandoura. 
Beshbisb .. .* 

Doqmera.. .. 

Sflk 3 • a • • 

IMe^sir 

Safia-el-Shaba&sat .. 
Rovineh.. 

E)-Santa .. 
EMIayatem 
Ashmouti . •• 

Atiai-el-Baroud 
Gabares .. •« 

Dessounes 


Feddans 
14,888 
23,328 
46,131 
11,281 
3,993 
12,567 
0,079 
7,3M 
11,551 
12,373 
0,423 
5,05-9 
32,11-9 
15,2i>2 
29,8: L 
23,91 0 
23,0! 4 
10,113 
17,110 
8.502 
22,819 
13,018 
10,423 
3,002 
9,893 
10,323 
10,087 


407,358 


1,004,9S0 
2,781,678 
3,059.931 
1,443,772 
821.972 
2,281,013 
1,077,553 
1,373,509 
1.183,154 
1.125,083 
973,893 
541,571 
758.401 
901,244 
895,510 
1,720,082 
1,112,979 
3.279,039 

1.330.502 
2.203,926 
2 092,825 

4.194.503 
2.843,244 

450,814 

3.724,404 

1,542,430 

1,396,755 


P.T. 

1,8G7,75G 
2,602,790 
058,374 
1,548,140 
599,720 
971,512 
054,927 
807,828 
608,30 7 
490,497 
504,131 
410,393 
291,770 
278,885 
390,32 1 
885,810 
425,380 
974.897 
778,833 
780,572 
992.434 
2,048.845 
1,509,088 
403,345 
511,165 
483,910 
450,288 


Re von u necessaire. 


Locations de 1885. 


Par 

Teftiche. 



P.T. 

3,472,736 
5,147,174 
3,718.305 
2,991,912 
1,421,098 
3,253,125 
2,332,480 
2,241,337 
1,791,501 
1,016,180 
1,478,024 
957,904 
1,050,231 
1.183,129 
1,291,834 
2,011,898 
1.538,359 
4,254,516 
2,109,335 
2.984,498 
3.085,259 
6.243,348 
4,352,932 
914,159 
2,235.629 
2,026,352 
1,84 7,043 


45,328,653 23,122,005 68,451,258 


Superficie. 



Feddans. 
2 


6,23 i 
092 
4.135 
1.27S 
2,097 
5.110 
3.725 
1,398 
529 
29.100 
9,48 i 
19,087 
12.303 
11,525 
0,895 


213,902 



(9.) (10.) (11.) 1(12.) 


(13.) 


2.100,171 
5.307,102 
2,883,23! 
1,155,313 
202,383 
1,338,532 
3uG,noO 
59s,021 
8 



15.212 


1,274,510 


469,232 

990,543 

834,231 

274,392 

3,402 

468,171 

993,238 

2,195,45G 


29,193,5)9 ; 193,456 



Superficie 


(14.) (15.) 


Feddans. 
4,995 
2,717 
10,590 
5,04 7 
3,301 
8,132 
4,801 
5,287 
0,138 
8,048 
5,025 



Reste u louer. 


TotaJ. 


no.) 


P.T. 

1,000.565 
140,072 
835,074 
1,830,599 
1,219.315 
1,914,59; 
l,96C,4So 
1,013,316 
991.253 
1,002,401 
1.187.005 
870.990 
10.536 
375.131 
466.17>3 
1,190,825 
583.746 
2,980.000 
1,544,107 
2.515,206 
2,094,716 
5,409,117 
4,078,540 
910,757 
1.767,458 
1,033,114 


39,706,152 



FiX ce¬ 
dent. 


(17.) 


P.T. 


Observations. 


(18.) 


448,413 


448,413 


39/257,739 
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Designation dess Adminibtuitions 
dont les Revenus sont affects au Service de la 
Dette Pri\ilegi6e. 


Chemms de For, Telegraphes, et Port tV Alexandra* . 

Soit • • »• •• • • 


Somme-' \ersees 
du 15 au 

31 Octobre, I hi?5. 


1\ T. j>. 
6,294,282 38 


£64,557 


Pour copie conforme: 

Le Controleur, 

(Signe) W. Moo. 

Le Cairo, le l er Novembre, 1885. 


Les Commissaires-Direeteurs, 

(Signe) Baron VETSERA. 

G. LE CHEVALIER. 

G. B. MACHIAVELLI. 
Prince A. MOUROUSI. 


No. 72. 

Sir J, S. Lumley to the Marquis of Salisbury .— (Received November 10.) 

(No. 207.) 

My Lord, Rome, November 3, 1885. 

WITH reference to your Lorilsliip’s telegram No. 93 of tlie 2nd instant, I spoke 
to M. Malvano to-day on the subject of the pretensions of the Caissc in the matter of 
the money allotted by the Convention for purposes of irrigation, and said that, 
according to information I had received, the Caissc are wrong in supposing that 
a Khedivial .Decree is necessary for the expenditure of the sum allotted for that 
purpose; and that, even were it necessary, the issue of the Decree does not concern 
the Caissc, but only the Egyptian Government. 

M. Malvano said that, from a telegram received to-day from Cairo, it appears the 
Caissc has considerably abated those pretensions, and now declare that they do not 
refuse to pay the money required, but before doing so, they wish to be certain that it 
would Ik spent for that purpose and not for anything else, an assurance which, in their 
opinion, they Mould only acquire through the Khedivial Decree authorizing the 
. expenditure and indicating the works on ■which it Mould be employed. 

M. Malvano added that M. Machiavelli Mas the only member of the Caissc that 
was opposed to the step nhieh his colleagues had decided to take, and from uhieh he 
endeavoured to dissuade them, though, in consequence oT its having been his turn for 
duty, it was he that had been obliged to sign the letter of the Caissc. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. SAYILE LUMLEY. 


No. 73. 

Lord Rothschild to Sir J. Paunccfole.—(Received November 10.) 

Dear Sir Julian, New Court, November 10, 1885. 

ALTHOUGH mo have reason to believe that Mr. Gibson has been permanently 
appointed as Administrator of the Domains, still we think it right to send you 
two documents u r e received from Egypt to-day, as M. Bouteron raises some important 
points ; it is not for us as laymen to pronounce a judgment, but I should be very much 
astonished if there were not some substance in M. Boutcrou’s arguments. 

Pray excuse the trouble, and believe, &e. 

(Signed) ROTHSCHILD. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 73. 


Memorandum for Messrs. Rothschild. 

. , Decrct du 31 Octobrc, 1885, Mr. Gibson a etc nommd membre Anglais par 

interim de la Commission des Domaines de I’Etat:— 

Intelim est, un mot latin qui exprime le temps pendant lequel un emploi est 
vacant. —(Dalloz.) 1 1 

, poste d’Administratcur Anglais des Domaines continue done a etre vacant, et 
it n est pas douteux que MM. de Rothschild sont cn droit d’exiger la nomination d’un 

titulairc. Us peuvent refuser d’installer un interimaire, atlendu qu’il n’v a pas p6ril 
en la demon re. 111 

D ailleurs, le Decret susvise est-il valanlc r Le Khedive, on ce qui concerne la 
nomination du Commissairc Anglais, n’a, il me semble, qu’a confirmer la designation 
aite pm le Gouvernomont Anglais et il paratt evident que si le Gouvorncment Anglais 

P aS '^ scl '. ves > Khedive n’on a urn it pas fait. Il appartiont a 

MM. de Rothschild d examiner si ces reserves ne mettent pas en peril la conservation 
du gage. 1 

En fait, je suis porte a eroirc que les Gouvernements Anglais et Egypt ion out 
nomme Mr. Gibson par interim, surtout dans l’espoir d’arriver par ec inoven a lui 
conseryer cn menu' temps les fonctions de Dircetcur du Cadastre. Or, il v a evidem- 
ment incompatibility elitre la qualite de fonetionnaire de I’Etat et celle de tiers 
detenteur des biens Domaniaux. Le tiers detenteur doit avoir une independance 
absolue, cola n’a pas besoin d’etre demontre. La position de Mr. Gibson aux Domaines 
serait d autant plus fausse qu’il serait titulairc d’un emploi du Gouvorncment, tandis 
(pi il administrerait les Domaines simplemcnt comnie interimaire. 

^ autre c6te, les Commissaires cn fonetion, qui ont rocu le gage pour le retenir 
jusqua 1 aequittement integral de 1’emprunf. ont a prevoir ii 1’avenir un interet quo 
n am ait pas un Administratcur provisoire ; il est done nature! qu’ils dcsirent la nomi¬ 
nation d un Commissairc titulairc ; ce serait memo un devoir pour le Commissairc cn 
minority, de l’exiger, si l’intevimaire, dans le but de n’avoir pas de deficit pendant un 

an ou deux, falsa it prendre des decisions dangereuses pour l’avenir et de nature a 
oompromeltrc le gage. 

Ainsi d accord avco un de sos collogues, il pourrait fa ire decider, par evemplo, que 
l’annce proehaine on cultivera 50,000 foddans do ooton au lieu de 30,000; l’Adminis- 
tration, loin daion un deficit, aurait alors un cxccdciit do rccot( ,u -. nuns les terres 
seraient ruinees. T1 pourrait aussi oonsentir des locations sans gamutie en sr disant: 
Le mal ne s’ajiereevra que dans un an ou deux et je no s 0 rai plus la. 

, ^ ■ Dcaupri', Avoeat a la (’our de Baris, Membre du Conseil de l’Ordre, eonnait 
parlaitement la question et je erois quo. aussi bien dans l’interet de MM.de Roth 
scliild que dans 1 ini ore t des Commissaires, il y aurait lieu de lui deinandor «on avis. 

La presente note arrivera ii Paris certaineinent avant que les Commissaires aient 

rr 9 11 l°s procurations de MM. de Rothschild neeessaires pour iuvestir Mr. Gibson du 
.gage. 

Qui'l ipie soil I’avis de MM. de Rothschild, ils seraient bien aimables de le com- 
muniquer par telegraphe, le 11 Novembre au plus tard, a M. Bouteron qui, en 
definitive, n’agira pour la remise du gage que comnie lour mamlataire et, a ce titre, 
doit sc conformor rigoureusomont ii l(*ur manutre de voir. 

(Signe) E. BOUTERON. 

Caire, le 2 Novembre, 1885. 

B.S.—Com me moyen terme, je vous propose de remettre le gage a Mr. Gibson 
jusqu’au l u Eevrier proeliain; d’ici la vous aurez le temps d’examiuer la question avec 
le Gouvorncment Anglais, mais cettc solution est-elle bien juridique ? 

E. B. 







Inclosure 2 in No. 73. 

Extract from the “ Momteur Egyptien ” of October 31, 1885. 


De'cret. 

NOUS, Khedive d’Egyptc, vu 1’Article 6 du Decret du 26 Octohre, 1878, 
Decretons: 

Article l' r . Air. James Gibson est liommo membre Anglais par interim de la Com¬ 
mission des Domaines de l’Etat, cn remplaeement de 11 r. R W. Rowsell, decede. 

Art. 2. Notre President du Conseil des Ministres est charge de l’exeeution du 
present l)ecret. 

Unit au Palais d’Abdin, lc 31 Octohre, 1885 (25 Mohnvrem, 13U3). 

(Signe) ME HEMET TEWEIK. 

Par le Khedive: 

Le President du Conseil des Ministres, 

(Signe) Nubar. 


No. 74. 

S’/V R. Morier to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 1 1, 6 p.m.) 

(No. (53.) 

(I elegraphic.) St. Petersburgh, November 11, 1885, 2*15 p.\r. 

YOUR Lordship’s telegram No. 197. 

Paragraph in a Memorandum just received. Russian Government say they 
cannot, contest action of Caisse regarding advance on irrigation works, as no Khedivial 
Decree had appeared in the “Journal Olficiel'’ ordering tin' execution of these works, 
and as Article XIII of the Convention imposes upon the Egyptian Government the 
duty of furnishing to the Caisse documents certifying the use* to which the proceeds 
of the loan arc applied. 


No. 75. 

Sir R. Monet to the Marquis <>) Salisbury.—(Received by telegraph, November 1 1.) 

(No. 382. Ext. (53.) 

Mv Lord, ^ . ,sy. Petersburg, 1 !, November I 1, 1885. 

(TIE Russian Government, in reply to a Memorandum addressed to them 
hy Mr. Urosvenor on the 31st ultimo, have apprised me in a Memorandum, dated 
\esterda\, eop,\ ol which 1 have tin* honour to inclose, that they cannot contest 
the action ot the Caisse in the matter of the advance required by the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment for irrigation works. 

I hey loiind this reiusal upon tin* circumstance that no Khedivial Deere.* bad been 
inserted in the “Journal Oiriciel” ordering the execution of these works, although a 
project for the purpose had no doubt been examined. 

The above Memorandum likewise states that the Imperial Government must take 
into account the fact that Article XIII of the London Convention of the 18th March 
last imposes upon the Egyptian Government the duty of furnishing to the Caisse 
documentary proofs regarding the employment of all funds proceeding from the last 
loan. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) R. 15. I). MORI EE. 


Inclosure in No. 75. 
Memorandum. 


IHJU R fnire suite a son Memorandum on date du 19 (31) courant le Miuist.'we 
Imperial a 1 honueur d informer M. le Charge* d'Allaires d’Anvletorro tiu’il vient 
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d’etre mis en possession d’informations telegrapliiques iransmLes par 1’Agent 
Diplomatique de llussic au Caire au sujet de la divergence surgic entre le Gouvcrue- 
ment Egyptien ct la Caisse de la Dcttc Publique. 

Conformement a ces informations la Caisse ne s’est pas erne en droit de fa ire des 
avances sur la somme do 1,000,000/. afi’eetde anx travaux d’irrigation, pour la raison 
qu’un projet de travaux en question avait etc mis a Pellicle par le Goii\erncment 
Egyptien, mais qu’aucun Decret ordonnant l’cxecution de ces travaux u’a paru dans 
le “ Journal Offieiel.” 

Eu egard a, cette circonstance, le Gouvcrnemcnt Impel ial sc croit d’autant moins 
en droit de contcstcr le bien-fonde des objections formulees par les Commissaires 
de la Caisse que 1’Article XIII de la Convention de Londrcs du 18 Mars impose au 
Gouvernement du Khedive le devoir de fournir a la Caisse des pieces justitiant 
de l’emploi des fonds provenant du dernier emprunt. 

St. Petersbowg, le 29 Octohre (10 Novembre ), 1885. 


No. 76. 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir H. Drummond Wolf. 

(No. 57.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, Nor ember 12, 1885. 

I TRANSMIT to you a copy of a letter from the Treasury,* giving the views of 
the Lords Commissioners on the present condition of the financial administration, 
in Egypt, and on the measures which should he adopted to make the control over the. 
expenditure effective and complete. 

The matter is of the first importance. The events of recent years have amply 
shown, if there were need of such evidence, the extent to which the welfare of Egypt 
and the stability of her Government are dependent upon the sound management of her 
finances, liut a more direct, and possibly more powerful, argument may be derived 
from the agreement that Hick; shall lx* a fresh international inquiry into the financial 
condition of the country unless payment in full of the interest on the debt is resumed 
at the end of 188(5. It may be considered as certain that unless the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment avoid this contingency hy the institution on their own part of a thoroughly 
efficient financial control, they will he compelled to accept an international control of 
a far more restrictive character. The recent experience of the difficulties which have 
arisen in obtaining the consent of flic Caisse de la Defte Publique to the application of 
the proceeds of the Guaranteed Loan for the purposes specified in the Khedive’s 
Deem* Avill give some idea of the inconveniences and embarrassments which the 
Egyptian Government will probably suffer under such a system. 

I have to request that you will communicate with Mr. Vincent as to the best 
method of proceeding with the view of putting the matter before Nubar Pasha and the 
Khedive, and obtaining the immediate preparation of a draft Decree to carry out the 
recommendation of the Treasury. 

The Deem*, when drawn up, should in tin* first place be submitted to ller 
Majesty’s Government for consideration. 

You will use your discretion as to the extent to which the discussion of this 
question shall form a part of your proceedings as British High Commissioner under the 
Convention recently signed by you at Constantinople, bearing in mind that it is 
particularly expedient to avoid an> Turkish interference in Egyptian finance. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 77- 

Memoinudum vnmmuuieuled In Ilie Marquis of Salisbury by M. de llengehnuller, 

November 13, 1885. 

(Confidential.) 

TIIE Austro- Hungarian Go\eminent ha\e been informed of the difference of 
opinion which lias arisen between the Egyptian Government and the Caisse at 
Cairo with regard to an advance of 20,000/. on account of 1,000,000/. for irrigation, 
works. 


* No 07. 


u 





Sir Augustus Paget lias made a communication on the subject to Count Kaluoky, 
to the effect that the British Government arc of opinion that the Caisse had no right 
to withhold any oi the balance demanded for purposes indicated in the London Con¬ 
vention. 

The Reports which the Imperial and Royal Government have received from their 
Agents in Egypt have made them be of opinion that if the sum demanded by the 
Egyptian Government is really destined for irrigation works the refusal of the Caisse 
is unfounded. 

But as the Egyptian Government lias up till now given no official proof of this 
destination, we think that the Caisse is justified to exact an official document, by 
which the actual application of the money for purposes of irrigation, as indicated by 
the Convention, should be proved, and the responsibility of the Caisse be covered. 

"VVe consider, besides, a direct understanding between the Egyptian Government 
and the Caisse the best way out of the difficulty, and have instructed our Represen¬ 
tative in Cairo accordingly. 

I have been desired, confidentially, to inform Lord Salisbury of these views of 
Count Kalnoky. 

Belgrave Square, November 13, 1885. 


No. 78. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Fyerton. 

(No. 216.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, November 13, 1885, 4 P.M. 

WE learn from Rothschilds that French Domains Commissioner disputes legality 
of Gibson’s appointment ad interim, and also of his retaining post on Cadastre. What 
is the view of legal advisers of Egyptian Government on both points ? 


No. 79. 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 217.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, November 13, 1885, 4T0 P.M. 

TOUR despatch No. 777 of 31st ultimo. 

If all that is necessary to remove objections of Caisse is the issue of a Decree 
sanctioning preliminary studies with a view to works of irrigation, would it not be 
better to issue one? The east' cannot occur again, so there is no danger of a 
precedent. 


No. 80. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 358. Ext. 217.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 13, 1885. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 777 of the 31st ultimo respecting the 
refusal of the Caisse of the Egyptian Debt to make the advance asked for by the 
Government of that country for irrigation purposes. 

I telegraphed to you to-day, suggesting that if the issue of a Decree by the 
Khedive sanctioning the preliminary studies with a view to works of irrigation would 
remove the objections of the Caisse, it might, on the whole, be advisable; for IIis 
Highness to issue it. 

There is no danger of such a step forming a precedent, as the case in question 
cannot occur again. 


I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 
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No. 81. 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir H. Drummond Wolf. 

(No. 48 a.) 

. Foreign Office, November 13, 1885, 

L1EK .Majesty’s Government have had under their careful consideration 
Mr. Egerton\s despatches Nos. 667 and 668 of the 12th and 13th ultimo, and 
Nos.^ 713 and 735 of the 3rd and 13th instant, relative to the abolition of the 
corvee, and to the appropriation to that purpose of a large proportion of the sum 

of 450,000/., proposed by Lord Northbrook to be applied" to the reduction of land 
tax. 

As regards the main question, whether the money in question can properly be so 
appropriated, Her Majesty s Government led little doubt or hesitation. It was Lord 
Northbrook’s opinion, as stated in his Report, that a portion of the land in Egypt was 
taxed beyond v hat it could, under present circumstances, bear, and that reductions of 
taxation should be effected to the extent of 450,000/. The receipts of land tax were 
accordingly reduced to that extent in the Budget Estimate attached to Lord North¬ 
brook’s Report; and the estimates of expenditure wore calculated on the basis of the 
revenue so fixed. Those estimates were accepted with some modifications of detail in 
the arrangement agreed to by the Powers, and the total administrative expenditure 
of the Egyptian Government is accordingly lixed in the Decree attached to the financial 
Declaration and Convention of the 17th and 18th March last at a sum of 5,237,000/. 

It has been contended that it a sum of 101,000/. only were applied to reduction of 
land tax, and the remaining 346,000/. were actually levied and expended in the 
employment ol hired labour to replace the corvee, this arrangement, which would 
show an increase of 316,000/. both in the receipts and in the administrative expenditure 

of the Egyptian Government, would be a departure from the provisions of the Con¬ 
vention. 

Her Majesty’s Government agree that it would not be desirable to sanction the 
arrangement without a previous communication to the Powers. But. the original 
object in view having been to relieve the cultivator of the soil so far as was compatible 
with the requirements of the Administration and the claims of the public creditor, they 
do not believe that an alteration in the mode of aflordiug that relief which would 
make it at once more general and more effective, without any prejudice and possibly 
with considerable future benefit to the financial position of the emnitry, would meet 
with objection on the part of any of tin* Governments concerned. 

Ihc difficulties raised by Mr. Vincent in his Memorandum, inclosed in 
Mr. Egerton\s despatch No. 713, arc of a more serious character. He seems to 
apprehend that in addition to the sum of 101,000/. which it is proposed under any 
circumstances to apply to the relief of taxation in Upper Egypt, there may be from 
various causes a deficiency in the returns from the land tax of' 100,000/., which it will 
be necessary to write off, and he proposes that a margin to that extent should be left, 
in order to avoid the risk ol* a deficit at the end of the year. 

It such a deficiency is to be apprehended, the course proposed by Mr. Vincent 
would seem both correct in point of form and prudent from a financial point of view. 

lie further expects an increase in the deficiency from the Domains revenues of 
100,000/. and a*delay in the collection of certain taxes on foi’eigners not yet accepted 
by the Rowers, which wore estimated to produce a similar sum, and he proposes that 
the loss to the revenue under these two heads should be made good from the amount 
set apart for remission of land tax. 

As regards this last proposal, it certainly seems doubtful how far such a transfer 
of credits can he considered as regular, or can properly be made at all events without 
some reference to the Rowers. 

It would be better to meet these difficulties in other ways, and in particular to 
press on the negotiations for the imposition of the taxes in question. 

Her Majesty’s Government arc fully alive to the advantages that would be 
conferred on the mass of the Egyptian people by the abolition of the corvee. At, the 
same time, they must again insist on the necessity of the greatest caution in all 
questions of expenditure. It would be most unfortunate if a great measure of reform, 
such as this will be, should be set on foot under such conditions as to product* fresh 
financial embarrassments. 

Her Majesty’s Government would propose that a Decree should be issued by the 
Khedive which should lay down the principle of the abolition of the corvee, enacting 
that it should be carried out at such times and to such extent as the state and prospects 
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re*A2«* 

avoided. . • .• fo t i,;. nnrn0 se of the balance of 

The Decree might1 authorize thef ,L, ,ti„„ of the, sum of 

SfHSSwH** «*t w nc 

manner. desirablc to address an explanation to the Toners, I'-'^^ to the 

same time most likely to secure an eventual increase ot the 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 82. 

Lord Rothschild to Sir J. Pauncefote.—(Received November 14.) 
v New Court , November 18Si). 

tlie'ltomain A.lministra'tion, hut in all Egy,,tiai, 

“wittT^oXSiiZ.'S'.S aue a. ons &ly Heims' they tvore reeom- 

mw tv;^T,rie; rtssrs 0 ^^—^ 

'"•''^^r'to'iilv’K'm SLn has heen pennunently anointed, and that 
a successor has been found for him on the Cadastre. ^ rema i n) 

(Signed) ROTHSCHILD. 


Inclosnrc 1 in No. 82. 

Copies of Correspondence received by Messrs. Rothschild ft om Paris. 

. C aire, le l" Novembre, 1885. 

Cher Monsieur, . , . ... , dcrnierc lettre, i’ai charge 

anH.,.t en ,,,,1% une eutiere eontlance, .lVxnni.lu. les ^^S.lont 

Charkieh. II est rent reee matin ail Cairo, ct it 8 fj ollv ,.r„e. 

laquelle assistaient le Moudir de la Chnrkieh, M. Ornst. m " l’ 11 

meat et les trois Commissaires ties Domames. !m ,mt«V. Siir 

ProciVverbal a etc dre.se de eette reunion ; jc mu • u 1)1(>s q | a 

les dix-sept ou dix-huit propositions, il y en a cinq on six M ui M-ra.m . « 1 '* * ^ j f 
itraude rilueur, a thro ,Vc. M ,erici,co, „,ais vent;, dement 

pour les accepter, abdiquer eomplctement nia p aht d C a exercc 

Daus les deux ou trois jours qui out juveedt la u union, it ... t i \ i a 

une pressioit enorme sur Chekih l'aeha, M u’il savait estrememen <kW • 1 

ZZ. et qui avail declare hiuitement «... TSm 

les fellahs, et la Commission La pression a ete txeict.o j® ■ a eu lieu 

atfole quo le malheuveux Pacha a assistc a la dtuxiem. 

auiourd’hui a 3 heures. _.i,.„,o nn t p. lettre ci-iointo 

La \ eille on avail essay.- dc m’mtimider en nous adiessant ia .! 

(No. 4), ii laqiielle j’ai repomlu aiissit6t (No. 5). ,,'nssistaient quo les 

Je joins 1C, eopie d„ proees-ierhal d( ;> J ^ ai,isi ,|u'au 

Commissaires; et je evms ;iimsi dmoir t n adussi i | 

President du Conseil dcs Ministres. . . . . ,, • (lll Commissairo 

La solution, \ous lc remanpiere/., cst remise jn-q i n lll ^‘ ‘ .... ivfuser de 

Anglais. Vons pourrier. done, rolls 1 a t.tin e ‘ ^ 

I’aeeopter eomme Commissaire; cost \<>u<‘ dioit. max j 


l’exercer a moins que vous ne sojez sur de fa ire accepter an Gouverncment Anglais un 
caiulidat qui vous soit absolument ddvoue. Un autre, a l’instigation dc Mr. Egcrton 
ct de Nuhar, agirait eertainement eomme Mr. Gibson, et il auiait une excuse que 
celui-ei n’a pas : cello de ne pas connaltre le pays, et de s’en remettre a dcs personnes, 
en apparenee, autorisees. 

Je suppose done Mr. Gibson nomine aujotird’hui par le Gouverncment Anglais; 
il faudra hien quiuzc jours pour que je recoive vos procurations neccssaires pour 
rinstaller, et le temps de loner utilement sera passe. 

J’admcts qu’on passe outre a edit' derniere objection; il faudra faire les haux, 
livror les terres, les bestiaux, les machines, &c. Naturollement je refuserai de le faire, 
et j’obligerai Mr. Gibson a sen charger. J’exigerai que toutes les pi5ces relatives 
a eliaque location soient soumiscs, une a une, an Conseil, et que notamment les lmiix 


L)’tm autre cote, le systeme de pia’cejition que veut employer le Gouverncment m< 
scmhle illegal et memo impratieahle. (Annexe No. (5.) 

Butin, pout-ctro se trouvera-t-il un souscripteur aviso qui, quand il apprendra que 
certains haux sont fails sans aueune garantic, poursuivva les deux Commissaires 
devant les Trihunaux, pour faille lourde. 


Yous-meme, en presence de noire notification oflicielle, ne poiivez, il me semhle, 
roster indillerent. 

Tout eela permettra de gagner du temps, et en Egypte, gagner du temps, e’est 
beaueoup. 

Puis, pen a pen, on se rendra compto des resultats de l’experienec, et ils seront 
tels qu’ils ereveront les yeux. 

A mon avis tonic la question pour moi est, ne pouvant empeeber le mal, de 
1’empecber de s’etendve, et vous pouvi'z etre certain quo j’y vcillerai. Du reste, j’aurai 
le role le plus facile—celui de la critique. 

Le 29 Octobre .—Clickih Pacha est vonu me voir ce matin. 

“J’ai eommis bier,” m’a-t-il dit, “ line infamie ; je me suis deslionore, je ne puis 
plus roster iei, et je viens vous apporter ma demission.” 

Alors il m’a raeonte pourquoi il avait vote centre moi. “ Le Khedive m’a dit; 
‘ Jc reconnais que l’operation est ruincuse pour tout le mondc. Mais Nuhar cxige 
quo j’emporte votre vote, ct m’a fait observer quo, si j f ' ”o l’emportais pas, 
Sir D. Mol If, qui arrive domain, sorait convaincii que je n’ni av^mu* autorite en 
Lgypte, et je serai perdu.’ ” 

J’ai vassure ee pauvre Pacha. Je lui ai declare, quo je no lui en voulais pas 
du tout, que jc comprenais parfaitement les motifs qui l’avnient oblige a voter eomme 
il l’avait fait, &c. 

Et de fait, sa demission, hien qu’ollc <>ut proelame hautement la ])n*ssion du 
Gouverneinent, cut etc deastreuse pour h's Domaini's. Je mi' trouve en presence d’un 
lionnete hoimiie qui a la conviction qu’on l’ohlige a faire une chose deplorable ; avee 
lui, on m’y prenant doucemont et hahilement, je pourrai enrayer. 

S’il donnait sa demission, on s’l'nqircsserait de le remplacer par un coquin, ct je 
n’aurais plus qu’a assister a la mine du gage. 

Il a retire sa demission, mais s’il y revient, refuscz-la formellcment. 

Ma lettre du 18 Octobri' a et6 evidemment deeaehetee a la postc; e’est ce 
qui explique pourquoi olle a mis neuf jours a vous parvi'nir ail lieu de six au 
maximum. EUe a etc mise a la poslo par moi, et reeommandee le 19, de manierc a 
partir le memo jour ]>ar le Brindisi, ct clle ne vons cst arrivde que le 28. Il est 
probable qu’on l'a gardee, decaehetde, lue, et aprfts l’avoir recachetde, on l’a fait partir 
par le premier eourrier—celui de 'IVieste. 

J’ai etc plus prevoyant le 26 ; pour derouter la poste, j’ai adresse ma lottre a 
M. Ncuhurger. 

J’enverrai Dimanehe soil* mon tils a Alexandrie mettre la presente a la poste 
Eraugaise. 

Le 30 Octobre. —Je vous ai adresse le 28 trois depeches, et pour etre certain que 
vous les a vie/, revues, je vous ai telegraphic le 29 a 8 lieurcs du matin :— 

“Avez-vous re^u mes trois depeches telegraphiques bier?” 

N’ayant pas reyu de reponse, j’ai lieu de supposer que ees trois depeches ne vous 
sont pas parvenucs et pour m’en assurer je telegraphic: — 

“ Neuburger, H-, Rue Nieolo, Baris. 

“ .Vv ez-vous rec;u mes trois depeches telegraphiques Mercredi.— Edouard.” 
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M. Ncuburger me repond qu’il a rc 9 U mes trois depeches. 

En resume, je suis persuade que le Gouvernemcnt Egyptien mi d’autre but que 
de s’emparer du gage. Je suis couvaineu qu’avee son systeme, dans deux ou trois 
ans, les terres seront ruinees et le deficit atteindra £ E. 300,000 ou £ E. 400,000. 

Je m’efforeerai done de paralyser le Gouvernement par tons les moyens dont je 
dispose—et ils peuvent ctre tres efficaccs—a moins que vous no pensioz quo je suis 
dans la plus complete erreur; dans ee cas, je vous supplic de me telegrapliier. 

Le 31 Octobre. —Je regois votre depeehe du 30 ainsi eoneue:— 

“ Rothschild de Londrcs va essaycr agir sur Conunissaire Anglais (les Domaines 
par Gouvernemcnt Anglais. Conflit entre les deux Conunissaires des Domaines serait 
dangcroux et aggraverait difficulty. Solution seulemcnt possible par conciliation. 

Je vousreponds :— 

“ Ne craigncz rien. Mes rapports avee Gibson sont bons et la cause du Gouvcrne- 
ment est tellement mauvaise qu’avee de la patience et de la prudence et votre appui 
moral, nous finirons par triompber et sortirons encore plus forts.” 

Veuillcz, &c. 

(Signe) E. BOUTERON. 

P.S.—Au dernier moment le “ Journal Officiel ” public le Deeret suivant:— 

“Nous, Kliedive d’Egypte, 

“Yu 1’Article 0 du Deeret du 2G Octobre, 1878, 

“ Decrdtons : 

“ Article 1". Mr. James Gibson est nomine mombre Anglais par interim de la 
Commission des Domaines de I’Htat, en remplacement de Mr. E. IV. ltowsell, decode. 

“Art. 2. Notre President du Conseil des Ministres est charge de 1’execution du 
present Deeret.” 

Ce Deeret souleve de grosses objections; jo vous les envorrai dans uni' lettre 
speeiale qui sera mise a la poste en memo temps que la presente. 

E. B. 

Annex 1. to lnclosure 1. 

Copie iVune Lettre adresse'e per la Com mission an President du ('onset l des Ministers. 

Excellence, Le 2(i Octobre, 1885. 

Pour faire suite a ma lettre du 2L Octobre courant, j’ai l’bonneur de vous envoyer 
trentc-dcux Etats donnant, pour les difterentes cultures de 1*Administration, tons les 
renseignenu'iits de nature a en faeiliter la location. 

Jo vous prie de m’on accuser reception. 

(Signe) Le President. 


Annex 2 to Inclosure 1. 

Copie d’une Lettre adresse'e par la Commission au President du Consul des Ministres. 

Excellence, Le 29 Octobre, 1885. 

J’ai 1’honneur de vous envoyer eopic de la traduction d’une lettre quo le Moufet- 
tiche Omoum Bourdein vient d’adresscr a la Commission. 

Je tiens les originaux a votre disposition. 

(Signe) Le President. 


Annex 3 to Inclosure 1. 


Omoum Bourdein. 


Le 20 Octobre le Mainour de Toll-llawin m’a adressc une lettre ainsi eoneue :— 

“ Les bruits qui courent depuis (|ueb|ues jours relativcment it la location des terres des 
Domaines out urret6 nos travaux. Les habitants (it quelques Cheiks d(* village se 
monltrent insoumis. Je fais mon possible pour envoyer les ouvriers aux travaux, ninik 


ils n’y vont que ditficilement. Dans cos conditions il y a a eraindre jiour les reoolto* 
aux champs, et, l’on est aussi fonde a douter que les habitants debitours s’ae([iiittont 
envers la Commission. Cos debitcurs disposent de leurs produits a 1’insu des Agents de 
1’Administration, <'t, avee la complicity taeite des Cheiks. Non seulemcnt cos gens 
insistent, mais ils disent que la Commission n’a plus rien a voir desormais, (pie 1’aetion 
appartient au Gouvernemcnt, (pie tons les travaux re 1 event de la Moudirieh, qui agira 
sans ringerencc des employes (le la Commission. J’ai craint, a cause di' cos bruits, 
des retards dans mon service. Je mo suis adresse au Mainour du Markaz d’EI 
Kanayat pour assurer la security et la regularity de nos travaux. Loin de m’aider, le 
Mamour m’a tenu ce langage: ‘Je suis occupe a (lonner en location les terres de la. 
Commission. J’ai en mains des lettres des villages de Tell Mosmar, El Nakkhas, 
Bcni-Eshbcl. Dans ees lettres on declare ne plus vouloir que la Commission existe, ni 
la servir.’ 

“ Le Mamour s’est exprime ainsi en presence (l’un grand nomine de Chiba-el- 
Nakkaria et des villages environnants.” 

L’Omoum fait remarquer que le langage de ce Mamour est de nature a donner 
plus de consistancc aux bruits qui courent, a augnientcr 1’agitation des habitants, et a 
porter a l’insoumission. 

P.S.—L’Omoum envoie ci-joint la copie textuelle de la lettre du Clamour de Tell- 
Hawin. 

Le 28 Octobre, 18S5. 

Annex (• to Inclosure 1. 


Copie d’une Lettre du President du Conseil des Ministres a. la Commission des Domaines 

de I’FAat. 

Messieurs, Le Caire, le 27 Octobre, 1885. 

J’AI rceu la lettre quo vous nvez bien voulu m’ecrire le 24 Octobre courant en 
reponsc a ma communication du 22 du memo inois. Le Gouvernement Egyptien. 
Messieurs, est lieureux de prendre acte de la declaration que vous lui faites d’apporter 
tout votre eoncours h* plus devouo et le plus loyal ii Taffermage des terres Domaniales, 
entreprise qu’il no doutc pas pouvoir moncr a bonne fin do concert avee vous. 

Ce u’est pas sans do bonnes raisons quo le Gouvernemcnt reeommandc Tafiermage 
des terres au lieu et. place du systeme (pie vous avoz suivi jusqu’it present; Tafiermage 
integral etant le soul moyen do diminuer les deficits qui grandissent chaquo amice. 

Vous admettez vous-meines h> bien fonde du principc de TatFormago, eept'iulant 
vous exprimez eertaines apprehensions sur la possibility d’en faire I’applieation pour la 
totality des terres. A eo mi jot, jo no saurais passer sous silence les assertion', ipie vous 
omettez pour justificr eetle maniore de voir. Vos locations aujourd’lmi s’appliquent, il 
(*st vrai, a une superfieie moindre (pi’eu 1882, et vous en attrilmez la cans*' a oo (pie la 
phipart des locatairos n’ayant pu tenir lours engagements, vous avez du resilier lours 
liaux. Je reconnais volontiors avoo vous (pie ees locatairos avaient assume une thebe 
au-dessus de leurs forces; voire experience vous a demontre eombicn il ctait ditlieile 
d’obtenir mi rendouicnt remuneratoire d une exploitation direete dc culture qui porte 
sur uu nombre considerable de Ceddans. Aussi vous avez lift rentrer en possession des 
“teftiches” de Bedreshino, 11,281. feddans, (>t do Tayoum, 1-0,000 1‘eddans; cette 
veritable substitution do deux locatairos h votre Administration no pouvait doimer des 
rdsultats meilleurs que eeux (pu* vous obteniez vous-menu's. 

Aussi n’est-ee pas eo made d’all’ermago quo urns rcoommamle le Gouvornomont, 
mais bien eelui que vous avez suivi el adopte pour h's 213,000 feddans (pie vous avez 
loues depuis hmgtemps. C’i'st le mode, du reste, aussi, suivi par le Gouvernement, 
pour la location dc scs biens libres et qui no domic pas do myemnptes serienx. Ainsi 
en 1881-, h's droits constates etaient do C E. 77,000, sur lesqucls il a etc recouvro 
C E. 75,301, constituant. unc non-valour d’a-peiue 2 pour cent ct non de 30 ou 40 
pour cent, comme vous l’allirmez. J’ignoiv, Messieurs, a quelles sources vous avez pu 
puisi'i* vos ronseigni'meuts a ce suj(>(. D’ailleurs, vous-monies, sur les locations de 
187,000 feddans de l’annct' passcc, represenfant uno somiue d’l'iiviron 31-0,000/., vous 
n'avez qu’uu avrierc represent ant a peine 1 pour cent. 

Mais il est oiseux d(' cherchcr a poser les a vantages et, les difficulty* (pu; present© 
unc organisation ties Domaines sur le pied de Tafl’ermagi'; le systftmo oppose quo vous 
prelcrcz trouve sa comlamnation, sans eimmAanees attenuant.es, dans les resultats 
qu’il a donnes jusqu’a ee jour. On ne saurait, du reste, pretendre un instant qiTnik. 







liommc, quelqu’habile qu'il toit, puisse administrer 107,000 feddans clans clcs conditions 
dc rapport normal. 

Lc> (Illicit do rcxercice ecoule s'cst field a £ E. 170,000, non compris l’amorlisse- 
mont, ot, do votre proprc aveu, l’excvcice actuel so soldcra par un deficit dc £ E. ‘250,000 
sans Eamortisscment. 

Cos deficits no son! nullemcnt surprenants cu egard aux dcpcnscs nccessitecs par 
le mode ({’exploitation directe quo vous suivez. 

II convient do remarquer ici quo sur la totalitd dos terres Domanialcs, 55,000 
i'cddans decant etre dearies coniine iucullcs et 213,000 feddans etant affermds, los 
frais do culture et d’aclniinistration qui s’elevcnt a environ £ E. 417,000, portent 
souloment sur 139,000 feddans. Si toutefois il y avait lieu dc defalquer de cette 
derniere sonnne mcmc £ E. 30,000 pour frais administrates ot dc surveillance dcs 
superficies on location, il n’en rcste pas moins une sominc enorme de £ E. 387,000 
environ qui eoustitue une charge eerasante et hors de toute proportion avec letendue 
dcs terres que vous eultivez directement. 

Jo ne saurais recommit re, Messieurs, 1’exactitude' de votre evaluation pour 
l’alfermage des terres rcstant a louer; vous assimilez lour valour locative a cello ties 
terres qui sont deja afiermeos; or, il est notoirc et, du rcste, la lettre que Mr. Eoivscll 
m’a adrossdo le 29 Juillet dernier on fait L’oi, quo vos cultures dircctcs comprcnucnt 
les meilleures terres des Domaincs. 

Los Etats que vous nous avoz ilonncs de la valour locative des terres Domanialcs 
dans la Charkieh portent a une movenne de 275 piastres le taux par fecldan, et en 
moins de quatre jours le Moudir a pit vous presenter des ('fire s sur cette base pour environ 
24,000 feddans sur les 37,000 dout se compose le Domainc dans cette province; on 
peut done on eoncluro it priori que votre estimation generate est bien en-dessous do la 
realite. 

Admettant memo quo le taux moyon que vous indiquez ne pourrait etre depasse, 
le deficit annuel ne s’eloverait qu’a £ E. 229,000 centre £ E. 250,000 que vous avouez 
pour cette amide. Il n’y a done pas lieu dc s’dtonner del’insistance du Gouvernement 
a mettre a execution le projet d’affermage, car responsablc des deficits qui influent 
d’une manierc Cache me sur les finances publiquos, il est fondd en droit d’exiger 
radojitiou du soul systeme lationnel d’exploitation des Domaincs. 

Aussi est-ee avec un profond regret que jc constate les attermoiements que 
rencontre l’applieation dcs iclees auxquelles vous vous declarer. rallies ; vous justiliez 
ccs retards par la necessity d’un exarnen minutieux dos garanties ot cautions presentees 
par lc*s Moudirs, et pour cette enquete vous vous en rdferez a vos Moufettiches et a 
votre personnel que dans les seances jadis tenues ehez moi vous avez declare vous- 
niemes etre opposes au systduic d’affermage dans la crainte de la suppression de leur 
emploi. 

Apres tout, il ne l’aut pas oublier qu’en dernier ressort le grand garant est lc 
Gouvernement lui-meme, principal interesse a voir diminuer, sinon disparaitre 
lotalement les considerables deficits auxquels il est oblige de tairc face annuellement. 

Jo ne puis terminer sans donner une attrition parficulidre au dernier paragrajihe 
de votre lettre. Vous apprehendoz de voir l’operation que nous aliens tenter, suscitcr 
parmi vos employes une surexcitation et un ildsordre qui pourraient se trad u ire par 
des detournements. Son Excellence le Ministre de rTnterieur vous en a fait la 
remarque en vous indiquaut los moyens d’obviev a un pareil dtat de choses. Vous 
avez repondu que vous prendriez les mesures neeessaircs et, de son cote, le Gouvernc- 
ment vous a donne rassuranee de tout son appui. 

Chaque retard apporte dans la taebo que nous ontreprenons ue pout qu’etre 
uuisiblo a tous les points de vuo, < i t puisque nous sommos entres dans cette voic, je ne 
saurais, {Messieurs, trop in&istor aupres de vous pour lever tous les obstacles qui 
entravent la marehe rapide et satisfaisante de l’opdration. 

Veuillez, &c. 

Le Prdsident du Conseil des Ministres, 
(Signe) N. NUB AIL 


Annex 5 to Inclosure 1. 

Co pic d'une Lettre de la Commission des Domaincs au President du Conseil des Ministres. 

Excellence, Caire, le 28 Octobre, 1885. 

La Commission a rccu votre lettre du 27 de ce mois et aprds en avoir pris 
connaissance, ellc m’a prie dc vous presenter les observations suivantes. 


Nous vous avons (lit quo nos locations selevaient en 1882 a 239,951 feddans et 
qu’clles ne sont plus aujourd’hui que de 213,902 feddans. Or, dans ce dernier chiffre 
se trouvent compris le “teftiche” du Fayoum en enticr et coini de Bodmshino j>our 
6,234 feddans; done, la diminution que fait ressortir la eomparaison do 1882 et 1885 
n’est affectee du chef de ees deux tefticbes que do 5,0 17 feddans, et il rcste une diminu¬ 
tion de 21,002 feddans qui portc sur un grand nombre de locations. 

Des indications (pic nous avons donnees au sujet de la location d(>s biens fibres du 
Gouvernement nous out etc fournies par une personae qui, par sa situation, nous 
avions tout lieu de croire bien renseignee. Nous sommes heureux d’apprendie (pfelle 
s’est trompee. 

Quant au deficit probable dc I’Exercice 1885, le chiffre d<' C E 250,000 sans 
l’amortissement a etc donne, il est vrai, par le journal “1’Kgyptian Gazette,” mais 
nous ne savons ouce journal l’a pris; nous contestons formellement qu’il ait etc fourni 
par l’un de nous. Nos colons qui fornient la partie la plus important!' do notre revenu 
sont encore, en effet, en grande partie sur pied et nul ne pent dire, memo approxiraa- 
tivement, ce qu’ils produiront. Tout nous portc a croire, cependant, (pie malgre la 
baisse enorme du coton, malgre la mauvaise recolte des circa les, rinsufiisancc dcs 
revenus des Domaincs n’atteindra pas £ E. 250,000 sans l’amortissement, mais attein- 
drait-il ce chiffre quo ee serait une grande exception, ear nous le repetons, di'puis 
sept ans cette insufllsaiiee n’a pas depasse en moyenne £ E. 141,000. 

Le chiffre des feddans incultcs ou plutfit non susceptibles d’un ri'venu (|ueleoii(pic 
dans l’etat oil ils nous out etc livres, n’est pas de 55,000, mais es| Idea supdrienr 
a 70,000 ; ce chiffre est facile a verifier. 

Nous ignorons ee que vous a dcrit notre excellent et trds regret!I collogue, 
Mr. Rowscll, le 29 Juillet dernier; mais ils n’a pu vous donner qu’unc impression 
person nolle qui a une grande valeur, il est vrai; 1’experience poiirrn si'iib' demontrer 
si elle etait juste. 

Lc Moudir de Charkieh nous a, coniine vous lc elites, presente des offres pour 
24,000 feddans ii raison de P. T. 275 par fecldan. Ces offres nc nous ont pas surpris, 
ear on nous avait deja offert beaueoup plus pour ces terres. Seulement nous avons 
reconnu quo les personnes qui nous faisaient les offres etaient totalcment insolvables. 
Nous ('xaminerons les propositions du Moudir de la Charkieh avec toute l’attention 
qu’elles meritent et nous jiouvons vous assurer que, si dies reposeut sur (b's bases 
solides, nous nous einpresserons de les accepter. 

Permettcz-nous en terminant de ne ]>as acceptor les reproches d'attermoii'ments 
qui' vous nous adressez. 

Les pourparlers ont commence le 12 Octobre; or, le 25 de ce mois, v \M-n-dire 
treize jours apres, nous vous avons runis un travail considerable (pii cmlnassi' toute 
fAdministration des Domaincs. 

D’un autre cote, le "Moudir d(* la Charkieh nous a sounds le 21 de ee mois des 
propositions portant sur 21,000 feddans et un grand nombre de loeataires. Xous lui 
avons dema.ide quatre jours pour instruire ees propositions (jni eoueernaient des 
iiulividus habitant a 30, 10, el 50 lieues du Caire, et nous pensons (pse notre (b'mande 
n’a vail rien d’exeessif. 

Quant au Moufettiche (pie nous a\ons charge d’instruire ees propositions, il sort 
la Commission depuis sept ans et e’est le plus lnmnele <*t U* plus loyal do ses employes. 
Nous n’en avons ]>as eu moins soin de lui declarer, on voire presence, quo, quoi qu’il 
pul arriver, il etait sur de conserver sa position. 

Veuillez, Ac. 

Ee Fresident, 

(Signe) E. BOETERON. 


Annex (1 to lnelosure 1. 

Copie d’une Lett re en dale du 28 Octobre, 1885, udressee par la Commissi >« des Domaincs 

de VEtat au President du Conseil des Ministres. 

Excellence, 

Le recouvremenl des fermages par les Moudira eoustitue un des points essentiels 
du projet rehit if a la location des Domaincs (pie vous avez bien voulu nous eom- 
muniquer. Le Gouvernement pi'nse (pie I’intervention de ei's hauls Idnetionnaires et 
do lours auxiliairos, les Mamours et les Saral’s, aurait pour resultat de reduire notahle- 
meut les frais d’administration des Domaincs et permettrait, grace a la faeilite (>t 
[6891 Y 
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la rapidite do Texeeutiou, de se montrer moins exigcant sur lcs garanties a cxiger dcs 
locataivcs. 

La Commission pense, comma le Gouverncment, quo cette intervention, si olle 
( ';tait possible, serait aussi profitable an Gouverncment qu’aux Domaines mais, en letat 
de la legislation, est-elle possible? 

Los Moudirs. pour le recouvrement des fermages, lie peuvent agir evidemment 
eomine represent ants de l’fitat Egypticn, mais eomme Agents de 1’Administration des 
Domaines et cette dernicro ctant justiciable dcs Tribunaux de la Befonue, lcs Moudirs 
le seront egalement. 

Or, actuellement, la Commission no pent saisir sans etre nantio dun litre 
oxecutoire ot sans lo concours des huissiers do la Beforme ; lcs Moudirs n’etant quo 
ses Agents d’exeeution nc pourront done pvoeeder dillercmment sans exposer la Com¬ 
mission a des dommages-intevets id lcs Tribunaux se montreronl, il nous soluble, 
d’autant plus severe* qu’ils appliqueront aux Moudirs, Agents do la Commission, ee 
principe: Nul no pout prendre par la force le bien do son debiteur. 

On pout objector, il cst vrai, quo ces hauts Ibnctionnaircs precedent actuellement 
sur not re demande a des saisies de reeoltes et quo jusqu’a present cette inaniere de 
fa ire n’n souleve aueune dilliculte. Mais i Is agissent eomme Agents du Gouverne- 
mont et il est difficile d’admettre quo lcs Tribunaux reeonnaissent qu’ils puissent agir 
ii la Ibis et siiivant leur con vena uce, en qualile d’Agent de la Commission et eu 
qualitd d’Agent du Gouverncment. S’ils lie le reeonnaissent pas, ee qui est fort a 
craindre, quo ferons-uous aim's lorsque noils aurons loud a des gens n’ofirant quo pen 
ou point de garanties? iVndant que nous demaiub'rons I’autorisation duJuge, 
autorisatimi qui sc fait attcadre quelquelbis tres longtemps et qui no pout etre 
accordee, d'ailleurs, quo quand lcs fcrniagos sont eebus. la reeolto et lcs bestiaux 
dispavaitront. 

Pout-etre nous trompons-nous ety a-t-il un remede ii ee lacheux etut de cho-es? 
Nous vous prions done de bien vouloir soumettre la question au Comite du C 011 - 
tentieux de 1’fit at et de nous faire eounaitre les reflexions que sou exatnen lui aura 


suggerees. 


Ycuillez, &c. 

Le President, 

(Signe) E. BOUTERON. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 28. 


Mon oher M. Bouteron, Paris, le 10 Novembre, 1885. 

NOUS avons bien rec;u vos let tres des l e ' et 2 de ee mois, ainsi que les divers 
documents qui les aeeompugimieut. Nous avons lu avee un trds vif interet les 
renscignements que vous nous dounez sur les discussions auxquelles out domic lieu 
les propositions relatives a I’afi'ermage des Domaines, et notamment le proems-verbal de 
la seance de la Commission ties Domaines du 28 Oetobre dernier. 

Vous savez que nous no nous sommes jamais pronoun's contre l’alferinago des 
Domaines, et quo nous vous avons ton jours engage ii entrer sous ee rapport dans les 
vues du Gouvomemont Egyptioii, u la soldo condition que cette operation put etre 
effect nee sans porter aueune atteiute a la gamut ie de l’limprunt Domanial, et sans 
alTecter la securite du gage que nous avons lo devoir do oonsorver intact dans I’interet 
du portour du dit ('lnprunt. 

Cost d\ idommonf on vous inspirant do ee devoir que vous aviez demande qu’on 
appnrtut au pro jot primitif du Gouvernomout eortainos modilioations, ot nous avons 
vu avee le plus grand plaisir que par sa lettre en date du 22 Oetobre, le President du 
Cornell des Mmistres avait fait droit a vos justes reclamations en adlu'rant aux 
modifications que \ou . avez proposees. 

M ais l’aeeord se trouvant dtaoli sur lei prineipes qui doivent presider a I’affer- 
rnage des Domaines, urn; divergence prelbudo s’esf produite outre le Gouverucment et 
vous torsqu’il s'est agi d’entrer dans la pratique et de proeeder aux locations. 

Vous avez soutenu que vous aviez lo dm oil* d’examincr line ii une tonics ]i>s 
proportions de location qui vous seraient transmises par Ls Moudirs, et de nc passer 
les b.iu v qo’avec les lo'-ataires qui presentemiont de serieuses garanties de solvability 
soil a raison de leur fortune persoiinelle, soit a raison des cautions qu’ils vous 
offrirnient 

Le Gouvernemeut pretend au eoutraire que vous devez accepter les yeux formes 
toutes les propositions que les Moudirs vous apportent memo lorsque les loeataires 


proposes sont notoirement insolvables, en se fondant sur ee fait qu’etant gamut de 
i’emprunt, e’est le Gouvernemeut qui assume les risques de ces insolvabilites et non 
pas la Commission des Domaines. 

Nous n’hesitons pas a prononcer de la manic re la plus formelle on favour de 
l’opinion que vous avez energiquement soutenue et nous croyons que vous manqueriez 
u vos devoirs si vous u’insistiez pas aupros du Gouvernemeut sur le danger qu’il y 
aurait a entrer dans la voie qu’il propose. 

Lors (le Temission de I’Emjirunt Domanial, on no s’est pas borne ii promettre 
aux souse rip to ur.s une hypothetic sur les Domaines et un privilege sur lours produits; 
on s’est en outre formollcmeni engage a melt re ecs Domaines outre les mains de 
Comiuissaircs, tiers-detei item's du gage, charges de les administrer, exploiter, loner, ou 
Vend re au profit des porteurs de I’Empnml Domanial, ft est vrai que le Goin erne- 
ment s’est engage, en eas d’iuMiflisanoc di's vovonus des Domaines, a parfaire les 
sommes ncccssiires pour assurer le service <lt» I’emprimt; mais il est incontestable 
quo les Domaines constituent eomme foiuls et eomme reiemis, la gamutic premiere 
du capital et des interets de i'cmpi'iint, et que ee semit manquer a 1’esprit et ii la 
lettre des centrals que de laisscr diminucr ou eomjiromettve la valt'ur du gage pour y 
subslituer la gamut ie de l’Etal. 

Nous estimons, (>n ooii'-cquenee, quo li's Coinmissaires des Domaines out le strict 
devoir do no consent ir des buux qu’a des loea tain's assez sohables pour qu<* la rent roe 
des tonnages soi! serieuseiiieul assuree. 

En elfet, il taut piv\oir ie eas ou (h> noinbivux loeataires insolvables no pouvant 
payer lours fevmage, la Commission des Domaims se trouvorait dans la ndeossitd do 
ri'prondre les torros loueos, se reeonstil iu*r le elieptel, le materiel, et le jiersonncl 
d'adminislration ei d’exploilation. II <n rcsullor.tii des depenses considerables, et 
des non-valour-, qui piDcraiont lourdenient sur li's finances figyptiennes, ear ee n’est 
pas du jour au lendemain qu’on remettia les ehoses dans I’etat oil elh's etaicnl avant 
It'S location'.. 

Nous ne poiiYons done que \ous engager a perseveror dans l’opinion quo vous 
avez emiso et <pi(' vous avez appuyee d’argunu'nts qui nous paraisseiit irrdfulables. 

Nous aimons ii osperor qu’apivs un nouvel examen de cette importante question 
vos collogues de la Commission coinprondront qu’ils eneourraient une grave respon- 
sabilitd s’ils eonsentaient a afformer im bloc tons les Domaines sans se preoccuper do 
la solvability lies loeatairi's, et qu’ils liniront par se rallier ii votre mani&re do voir. 

Agreez, &e. 

(Signe) 1)E liOTLISCI! !LD, TRltlRES 


No. 83. 


Mr. Eyerton to the Marquis of Salisbury. - -(Received November 15, t r.M.) 


(No. 485.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo , November 15, 1885, 3T> r.M. 

YOUR No. 216. 

Opinion of Egyptian Government lawyers is that Her Majesty's Government 
possesses the right of apjointing Mr. Gibson ad interim Commissioner, and that the 
fact, of his being an Egyptian functionary does not affect legality of his appointment, 
the parties interested being agreed in 1 heir choice of him. 


No. 81. 

Mr. Rijerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received by telegraph, November 15.) 

(No. 7U7. Ext. 485.) 

My Lord, Cairo, November 15, 1885. 

IN answer to your Lordship’s telegram No. 240 of the 13th instant, i ha\e the 
honour to inclose herewith eopy of the opinions of the Legal Advisers of tlie Egyptian 
Government on the two questions put to them by Nubar Bus ha, at my request, as to 
the legality of the appointment ad inteiim of Mr. Gibson as Commissioner of Domains, 
and of bo retaining his post as head of the Cadastral Survey Department. 

1 have, &e. 

(Signed) EDWIN ii. EGER TON. 



Inelosure in No. S4. 


Opinion of the Loyal Adriaens of the Egyptian Government. 

LES Soussigm's, membres du Comite du Conientieux do 1’Etat, 

Consultds sur la question do savoir si Mr. Gibson, tout on etant Chef du Cadastre 
et fouctionuaire Egyptian, pout etrc elioisi par lc Gouverncment Anglais on MM. d<* 
Kothsehild eommo CoiumN-aire- Anglais des Domainos, si un pa veil ehoix est legal, et 
si Mr. Gibson pout legalenient remplir par interim les fonctions de Commissairc ; 

Yu 1’Article G du Decret du 26 Octobre, 1878, qui reserve an Khedive la nomi¬ 
nation de deux membres et rangers dc la Commission des Domaines sur la designation 
de leurs Gouvernemcnts respeetifs ; 

Considerant qu’en vertu de cette disposition le Gouverncment Anglais a pvt, a 
bon droit, designer, et le Gonvcrnement Egyptien nommer, Mr. Gibson en qualite de 
Commissaire Anglais des Domaines ; 

Quo la eirconstancequoMr. Gibson est fonetionnaire Egypt ion ne s-uivait entaelnn' 
la legalite de eette nomination, les parties interessecs etant d’aceord pour elmisir le (lit 
fonetionnaire; 

Quo >a nomination qui sorait veguliere a titre delinitif ne saurait I’otre moins par 
le lait qu’olle est provisoire on par interim ; 

Est invent: 

Quo la nomination faite par le Gouverncment Egyptian, sur la proposition du 
Gouverncment Anglais, de Mr. Gibson,fonetionnaire Egyptien, en qualite du Cominis- 
kiire Anglais par interim de- Domaines de 1’Et.it est legale ('1 ivguliere. 

(Signe) K EL E Eli. 

A. M. PIET HI. 
CAVA L LI. 

Le Cairo, le 15 X a re in In e, 1*85. 


No. *5. 

Si i A. Payot h, tin Mu, ,/Js of SuliAwi y. -f Received Novembu 1 G.) 

(No. 117.) 

Mv Lord, I Ven ia, Xoventher 13, 1 ''So. 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch No. 22G of the 26th instant 
respecting the application of the Egyptian Government for an advance of 20,000/. 
from the Commissioners of the Caisse on account of the sum of 1,000,000/. granted by 
tin 1 Convention of the l^th March for public works, and which the Caisse have refused 
to comply with, as they require previous information with regard to the nature of the 
irrigation works to bo carried out, and in which you requested Sir Augustus Paget to 
urge the Imperial Government to -end instructions to their Representative at Cairo 
in accordance with Article XI of the Convention and Decree. I have the honour to 
inform \our Lordship that, since the note which Sir Augustus Paget addressed to 
Count Kalnoky in accordance with the do-ire of Her Majesty’s Government, 1 have 
spoken with Huron Passetti, Under-Secretary of State for foreign Affairs, again 
requesting the Imperial Government to send the necessary instructions to Cairo, but. 
he informed me confidentially that, owing to Count Kalnoky having been so busily 
engaged with his duties in the Delegations, he had not been able to confer with his 
Excellency on the matter. He added, however, 1 am sorry to stale', that as lar as he 
had studied the question, he considered that the Commissioner >>i the Caisse were 
ri*jht in refusing the amount demanded by the Egyptian Government until they had 
roceLed from it previous information for what it was required; that lie would speak 
with Count lvalnokv at an early opportunity, and would inform me of the result. 

I, after strongly urging the views of tier Majesty’s Government, said that it was 
very important that no delay should take place, as it was neee-sary that the works in 
question should be carried out for the benefit of Egypt, and added that 1 hoped 
I should receive the opinion of tin* Imperial Government in time to -end it to your 
Lord-hip by next mosseng' i r. 

1 have, Ac. 


(Signed) 


VICTOR DRUMMOND. 
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No. 86. 


Sir E. Malet to Lie Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 16.) 

(No. 563.) 

My Lord, Berlin, November 14, 1885. 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch No. 472 of the 26th ultimo on the 
refusal of the Caisse de la Dctte in Egypt to advance 20,000/. to the Egyptian 
Government on account of the sum of 1,000,000/. granted by the Convention of the 
18th March for public works, I have the honour to inform your Lordship that I 
yesterday asked Count Bismarelc whether lie could yet give me any reply to the 
communication I had made to him on the subject on the 27th ultimo. 

He answered that communications had been interchanged between the Govern¬ 
ments concerned, and though he could not state it for certain, he thought that they 
would all consent to the sunt in question being advanced, provided the Egyptian 
Government gave an assurance that it was to be applied to the purpose provided for 
in the Convention, but that the question of whether the Caisse had acted ultra vires in 
their demand would be reserved. 


Count Bismarck said that as the main point was to obtain the money, he thought 
that this would be enough for the moment. 

I urged as strongly as I could upon his Excellency that the Caisse Avas assuming 
a position that in no way belonged to it, and that it was extremely advisable that the 
Governments concerned should point out to their Representatives on the Caisse that 
they had no ground for interfering with the internal administration of Egypt. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWARD B. MALET. 


No. 87. 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Eger ton. 

(No. 249.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, November 16, 1885, 3 40 P.M. 

MY telegram No. 217 of 13th. 

Austrian Government argue that Caisse have right to call for evidence that money 
demanded will be applied to public works. If there are objections to issue of a 
Decree, might not proposals and estimates, with Ministerial order for their adoption, 
be communicated to Caisse ? It is important not to delay the works. 


No. 88. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 360. Ext. 249.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 16, 1885. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 358 of the 13th instant on the subject of 
the refusal of the Caisse of the Egyptian Debt to advance money to the Government 
of that country for irrigation purposes, I informed you to-day, by telegraph, that, in 
the opinion of the Austro-Hungarian Government, the Caisse have a right to ask for 
evidence that the money demanded by the Khedive’s Government will be really 
applied to public works. 

In the event of the Egyptian Government still objecting to the issue of a 
Khcdivial Decree, I suggested that the proposals and estimates, together with a 
M inisterial Order for their adoption, might be officially communicated by the Govern¬ 
ment to the Commissioners of the Debt. 

It is important that there should be no unnecessary delay in putting the irrigation 
works in hand. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


(689 
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No. 89. 

Mr. Eijerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 17.) 

(No. 783.) 

Ary Lord, Cairo, November 5, 1885. 

[N compliance with the instructions in your Lordship’s despatch No. 320 of the 
8th October, l addressed a note to Nubar Pasha, placing on record the agreement that 
tin* charge for the British Army of Occupation shall, from the 1st April last, not 
exceed a maximum of 200,000/. a-ycar; and also the consent of Ilex* Majesty’s 
Government to the deduction during the present and next year of }, per cent, from the 
5 per cent, interest on the Suez Canal shares held by them. 

I have the honour to inclose copies of my note and of his Excellency’s reply. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. EGERTON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 8q. 

Mr Egeiton to Nubar Pasha. 

M. le President, Cairo, Novembci 2, 1885. 

HER Majesty’s Government desire to place on record the agreement, which has 

not been embodied in any formal document, that the charge on Egyptian revenues on 

account of capitation grant of 1/. per month for each man of the British Army of 

Occupation shall, from the 1st April last, not exceed a maximun sum of 200,000/. 

a-vear. 

* 

Her Majesty's Government desire also to place on record their consent to the 
deduction, during the present year and next vear, of £ per cent, from the 5 per cent, 
interest on the Suez Canal shares held by them, which is not directly enacted in the 
Declaration of the Great Powers of the 17th March, nor in the subsequent Khedivial 
Decree of the 27th July. 

In setting forth these two points, I am instructed bj Her .Majesty’s Principal 
Secret an of State for foreign Affairs to request jour Excellency to he so good as to 
favour me with an acknowledgment of this note. 

I have, ike. 

(Signed) EDWIN 11. EGERTON. 


Inclosure 2 in No. sj). 


Nubar Pasha to Mi. Eijeiton. 


M. le Gerant, 


Mmislere des Affanes Fhangeie s, /<• Caire, 
le 5 Not enilii < . 18S5, 


J’.\ L l honneur do unis accuser reception do la depeche. on date du 2 do oe niois, 
aux tonnes de laqnclle vous voule/. bien m’informer quo le Gomernemcnt do Si MaejsU; 
est desirous de confirmer, en premier lieu, T accord mtervenu a\ee I Gouvernement 
de Son \. It esse pout quo, a partir du l fl Avril dernier, la somme ammello a paver par 
le Tresor Kgv ptien pour les fra is do l’Annee d’Oeeupation u’excede pas 200,000/.; ot, 
en second lieu, son eonsentement a la deduction, pour 1 annee cmirantc et I’nnnee 
prochaine, d’ttn denu pour cent -nr I’interct do 5 pom cent des actions du Canal de 
Suez en sa possession. 

En vous accusant reception de eette communication, pour laquelle jo vous pric do 
lain* ugreer au Gouvernement de Sa Majestc les remorciemeiits du Gouvernement do 
Son A It esse, jc -.aisis, &e. 

Le Ministre des Alia ires Ktrangeres, 

(Sign.-) N. NUBAR. 
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No. 90. 


Mr. Eijerton to the Miuqui s of Salisbury.—(Received Not ember 17 ) 

*P|j ' 

(No. 780.) 

My Lord, Cairo, Noiemoei 9, 1885. 

V\ LT11 reference to your Lordship’s despatch No. 339 of the 23rd October, to my 
despatch No, 777 of the 31st October, and to previous correspondence, I have tin; 
honour to inclose copies of three further controversial letters: one of the Kgvptian 
Government, the other of the Caisse. 

Mr. Money, the English Commissioner, has now returned to Cairo, and the 
Russian Coramissionoi’, Prince Mourousi, has gone on leave. 

L have, &e. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. EGERTON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 90. 

Moustapha Felnny Pasha lo the Commissioners of the Caisse. 

Messieurs, Caire, le l er Norembie, 1885. 

PAR voiro lettre cn date du P r Septemhre dernier ot en rdponse a uni* demando 
de M. le Sous-Sccretaire d’Etat de ee Departemont de proccdcr a de nouveauv regle- 
ments a valoir sur 1c produit de l’Empruiit Gamuti do 9,000,000/., vous ohjeetiez qu’il 
vous semhlait que la Convention de Londrcs, en cliargeant la Caisse do la Detfe de la 
distribution du produit de I’emprunt, avait voulu hien etahlir que tout paiement fait 
par vous uc pouv ait porter que sur des sommes (lout l’emploi vous seiait prealahloment 
justifie, conimo cola se fait, du resto, actuollcment pour le reglcment des indemnites 
d’Alcxandrie. 

Le Gouvernement Egypticn avait pease que vous avicz modiiie eette manierc de 
voir qui cntmlncrait pour lui l’ohligation de justiiier au prealablo d(* l’omploi des 
sommes dont il vous demandemit lev ersement.' Mais il appert de la correspondancc 
eehaugec dernieremenl qu’il subsiste eneove uno eertaine divergence de vues au sujet 
de l’interpvetation du Dccret du 27 Juillet, divergence que le Gouvernement sera it 
heureux de voir disparaxtre. A eet effet, permettez-ixxoi, Messiem*-, de vous presenter 
les observations suivantes. 

L’intcrprctation quo vous donnez au text.* du Dccrct preeito tendiait a i'airo 
admettre urn* (*xtension de pouvoir dans les atti-ihutions de la Caisse de la I), Re, q tt i 
no sonxhle ixulh'ment etahlie par le Dccret. 

En effet, lors do la premiere redaction du Dccret du 27 J uillct, 1885, lo mot 
“ |ustilies” se trouvait insure dans l’Artieh'9 a pres les mots “au fur et a mt'sure de ses 
hosoins.” Sxxr la crainte oxprimee par le Gouvernement Egypueu .pie h; mot 
“ j ust i lies” tie pretat a amphibologic et put par la suite donner lieu* a des malentendus, 
les Gouvernements Eraueais et Anglais, d’aeeord avec les autres Puissances, roeon- 
uaissant I’opportunite de no rien changer mix attributions des Commissures <le la 
Caisse de la Dot to tellos qii’elles etaient arret des par les Dccret s “xistant et n’eutendant 
pas par la don hit aux Commissaires le droit dappreoier l’utilifb d. s d.'penscs a f.-i it*<», 
emsentirent a ee que ee mot fut raye. 

Je me plais a espbrer, Messiourb, que les faits ci-dessiis xelales vous ecl.meiroat 
sur la veritable police de 1’Article 9 du Deoret et que vous jugoroz sullisaiitcs, dans 
I’avcnir, les indications relatives aux imputations des sommes dostincos an Tresor 
Egypticn tellos qu’elles soul ciiumcvces dans 1’Article ei-dessus mentionin' du Deeret. 

Veuillez, &c. 

Le Ministre des Einanees, 

(Signc) MOl’STAl’ilA EEllMY. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 90. 

M. le Chevalier lo Moustapha Fehmy Pasha. 

M. le Ministre, Cane , /* 5 Not<mine, 1885, 

NOUS avons eu l’honnenr (le rec.-voir votre lettre du 1“ Novenxhre. bans rbpondre 
mix raisons invoquecs par noxis a l’appui ile notre ref us dc prclcvcr pour le moment 
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20,000/. sur le million a fleet e aux travaux (Virrigation, votre Excellence revient 
sur une Iettre avant plus do deux mois do date qui aurait paru au Gouvcrnement 
ren fennel’ des exigences cn dehors de nos droits. 

Le mode sun i jusqu’ii ce jour d’uu eommun accord, entre le Gouvcrnement et 
nous, a du, cependant, le fixer sur notre interpretation de l’Article 9 du Deeret 
du 27 .Juillet, 1885, savoir: specification pure et simple pour ehaque versement 
du hesoiu auquel il est destine, sous reserve, s’il y a lieu, des justifications a nous 
fonrnir ulti'ricurement en vertu de l’Article 11 du memo Deeret. 

\ otre Excellence nous dit qu’en efiacant le mot “justifies’’ du texte primitif de 
1’Article 9, les Puissances Contraetantes ont entendupar la ne pas nousdonner le droit 
d’ap|ireeier I’utilite des depenses auxquelles nos versements doivent faireface ; jamais, 
M. le A1 inistre, nous n’avons revendiijue un tel droit; nous avons, aucontraire, expresse- 
ment declare “ laisser au Gouvcrnement sa responsabilite touteutiere quant a l’emploi 
le plus eon forme aux interets du pajs des sommes eonsacrees au developpement de sa 
prosperity agvicole.” 

En consequence, auwtot qu’un Deeret ordonnera le prelevcmcnt d’uno somme a 
valoir sur le million a fleete aux irrigations, nous nous inelincrons devant la decision 
prise, n’ayaut pour la discuter ni quality. ui competence. 

iMais le Gouvcrnement ne pom ant rien nous demander “qu’au fur et ii mesure 
de ses hesoins ” nous devons, sans nous rendre juges de leur utility, demander qu’au 
moins ees hesoins existent legalcment. 

Or, eomme nous avons dejii eu 1’honneur do le dire, le Gouvernemcnt ne pent 
actucllement e.xiger legalcment une somme queleonque sur le million dont il s’agit, 
alors surtout quo son Excellence Nuhar Pacha a lui-ineme formellement declard le 
12 Septemhre dernier, dans la seance de cloture de l’Assemhlee CJenerale, “snperflu 
de dire, qu’aueun projet ne sera mis a execution sans avoir etc prdalablement approuve 
par Son Altes&c le Khedive” ti qne, depuis, aueun Deeret n’a etc promulgate concernant 
l’exeeution d’un projet queleonque. 

En motivant par ees raisons et non par cl’autres notre impossibility de verser en 
l’etat la somme de 20,000/. demaiulee, nous u’outrcpassons pas nos droits, puisque nous 
demaudons purement et simplemont l’applieation de regies dont son Excellence le 
President du Conseii, dans I’oeeasion rappelee plus haul, a proclaim' lui-meme la force 
obligatoire; vous voudvez done bien reconnaitre, nous I’espdrons, M. le Minis!re, la 
legality de notre attitude, qui ressort, croyons-nous, de touto la correspondanee 


recenuucnt echaugee. 


Veuillez, Ac. 

Le CommUsairo de Service, 

(Signe) LE OUEVALIE11. 


Inelosure 3 in No. 90. 

Moustapha Fehmy Pasha to the Commissiotiers of the Caisse, 

Messieurs, Le Cairo, le 9 Novemhro, 1885. 

.1’A VAIS eteheureux do constater par la Iettre quo vous m’aviez fait l’bonneur 
de m’adresser le 27 Oetobre dernier, au sujet du prelevemenf d’uue somme de 20,000/. 
sur le million afi’eete aux travaux d’irrigation, quo vous rceonnaissez tous-iufm(’s quo 
les raisons pour lesquolles vous n’avcz pas cru devoir donner suite a ma demande 
n’impliqueraionf, de votre part, aucune intention d’exeveer un droit d’enquete ct do 
emit role sur des questions d’ordro administratif et sur la ma niece d’appliquer la Eoi 
Organique de l’Egypte. 

Par votre Iettre du 5 de ee mois, vous paraisscz, cependant, reveuir sur cettc 
declaration en maintenant votre refus de verser la somme demandee; refus quo vous 
motive/ par la raison quo les travaux (futility publique ne sauraient ctre enlrepris 
qu’en vertu d’un Deeret de Son Altesse le Khedive, et que les travaux pour lesqucls le 
million a etc alleete par la Convention de Londres n’ont pas etc decretes. 

l’ermettez-moi de vous faire observer. Messieurs, que la question de savoir si 
l’execution de travaux publics eomporte ou non la promulgation d’un Deeret, coustitue 
precisement une question d’ordre administratif et duplication de la Eoi Organique, 

matieres qui, ainsi que vous le declariez justement vous-memes, eelmppent entuAemcnt 
a votre appreciation. 

Mais, quoiqu’il en soit, le Deeret du 27 Juillet a autorise la depen.se des travaux 
d irrigation, et toute demande afierente a cette prevision n’a plus a rovetir d’autre 
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approbation que eelle du Conseii des Ministres. La demande que je vous ai faitc a 
rcyu eettc sanction. 

Ccs explications i'eront dispavaitre, je n’on doute pas, les objections que vous 
avez soulcvces et j’espere que vous voudrez bien tenir a ma disposition la somme de 
20,000/. que j’ai cu 1’honneur de vous demander par ma Iettre du 20 Oetobre dernier. 

Veuillez, Ac. 

Le Ministre des Einanees, 

(Signe) MOUSTAPHA EEIIMY. 


No. 91. 

Hii II. Drummond Wolf to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Reecivod Not ember 17, 11'30 A.M.) 


(No. 118.) 

(Telegraphic.) Caiio, November 17, 1885. 

YOU It telegram No. G2. 

I am working on Domains question, but should he glad if vou would not press 
it for some days. We have come all round to an understanding it should he post¬ 
poned, and Air. G'bsou is travelling in provinces to make inquiries. 


No. 92. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury .— (Received November 18, 7 A.M.) 


(No. 487. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, November 18,1885, G'45 a.m. 

YOEIt telegram No. 249. 

Mr. Money hopes that, unless fresh difficulty he raised, question with Caisse 
respecting advance for public works will not give further trouble. Delay in settle¬ 
ment is result of absence of one of Commissioners at Alexandria. 

No inconvenience has yet been caused to Colonel Moncrieff in his work by this 
incident. 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Mulct. 

(No. 512.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, November IS, 1885. 

I HAVE received and laid before the Queen your Excellency’s despatch No. 5G3 
of thi‘ lltli instanl, reporting jour conversation with Count Herbert Bismarck on the 
.subject of flic recent refusal of the Caisse of (lie Egyptian Debt to advance money to 
the Khedive’s Government for purposes of irrigation; and I have to express my 
approval of the language used by your Excellency on Ibis occasion. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 91. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. de Bunsen. 

(No. 25. Treaty.) 

Sir, Foreign Off re, November 18, 1885. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 98 of the 4t!i September last, it appears 
from Senor Elduayen’s note of the 31st August that the Spanish Government are 
under some misapprehension as to tho nature of the document which it is proposed 
should be signed recording the adhesion of various States to the Khedivial Decree of 
the 27th July relative to the finances of Egypt. 

There is no question of this Declaration being signed by the Representatives 
of those Lowers which have already formally accepted the Decree as parties to the 
Convention of the 18th March, 1885. 

The Decree modifies the Law of Liquidation in certain respects, and in order to 
[G89J 2 A " 
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by Article II of tlie Convention that the Signatory lowers wonut invite me other 
Powers to give their adhesion to the Decree, and they have accordingly been invited 
collectively to signify their assent by the signature of the proposed document. 

The Governments of the United States, Belgium, Denmark, Greece, the 
Netherlands, Portugal, and Sweden and Norway have already expressed their 
readiness to sign, and l inclose copies of notes which I have this day addressed to the 

.Representatives in London of those Powers.* 

You will address a note in this sense to the Spanish Government, and will state 
that as an early day will probably be appointed for the signature of the document by 
tlu* Representatives of those Powers which are prepared to sign, it would afford Her 
Majesty’s Government much satisfaction if, in view of the present explanation, the 
Spanisli Minister in Loudon could be authorized to affix his signature also. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 95. 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Baron Solcyns.f 


M. le Ministre, Foreign Office, November IS, 1885. 

TILE Government of Belgium, having signified their readiness to sign a Declara¬ 
tion of adhesion to the Khedivial Decree of the ‘27th July last relative to the finances 
of Egypt, I have the honour to inquire whether you art' prepared to sign this 
document on their behalf. 

Her Majesty’s Government would propose that the Declaration should be signed 
in a single copy by the Representatives of all the Powers making it, and that the 
instrument so signed should remain deposited in the archives ot the Foreign Office at 
London, a certified copy being furnished to each of the Signatory Powers. 

T should bo glad* to learn at your early convenience whether this arrangement 
meets with the approval of jour Government, in order that [ may he able to propose 
a day for the signature to take place hv all the Representatives simultanoouslv, as 
soon as may he convenient. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 96. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Phelps. 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 18, 18*5. 

I 11A VP been informed by Her Majesty’s Minister at Washington that instruc¬ 
tions have been sent to you by your Government with regard to tlie proposed signature 
of a Declaration of adhesion to tin* Khedivial Decree of tin* 27th July last relative to 
the finances of Pgypt.aud 1 have now the honour to inquire whHber you have been 
authorized to sign the document in question on behalf of vour Government. 

The Governments of Belgium, Denmark, Sweden and Norway, Greece, the 
Netherlands, and Portugal have declared their willingness to sign the Declaration, and 
1 heg leave to inclose, for jour information, a copy ol a note which 1 have this day 
addressed to the Representatives in London of those countries.* 

f have, &e. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


* No {Lu 

f ANo to M tie Falbe, M Argvi »jioul«- > Count B>Ian )r. M. ci\An>as and Count Piper. 
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No. 97. 

M. <1 Ant as to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 20.) 

M. le Marquis, ^ Loud res, le 19 November, 1885. 

EN reponse a la lettre que votre Excellence m’a fait l'honneur dc m’adrcsser, on 
date d liier, je lii’empresse do l’infonner que jo suis tout pret ii signor, an nom du 

Gouvernement du Hoi, la Declaration d’adhesion an Decret Khedivial du 27 Juillet 
dernier. 

Je saisis, &c. 

(Signe) M. D’ANTAS. 


No. 98. 

Mr. Phelps to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Rcceiied November 21.) 

My Lord, Legation of the United States, London , November 21, 1885. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the reception of vour Lordship’s note of the 
18th instant, and to acquaint you, in reply to the inquiry therein contained, that I am 
instructed by my Government that its qualified adhesion to tlu* Khedivial Decree of 
the 27th July last, relative to the finances of Egypt, has boon communicated to the 
Khedive. 

I am not authorized, however, to sign, in behalf of the United States, a Declara¬ 
tion of adhesion to the Decree in question, nor is it considered desirable that 1 should 
do so ; the attitude of my Government with reference to the settlement of the 
Egyptian Debt being one of friendly neutrality. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. J. PHELPS. 


No. 99. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 22, 11 A.M.) 


(No. 488.) 

(Telegraphic.) 

MY No. 187. 

Caisse question settled. 


Cairo, November 22, 1885, 9 00 A.M. 


No. 100. 

Sir H. Drummond Wolff to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 23.) 
vNo. 91-. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Cairo, November 17. 1885. 

WITH reference to your Lordship's despatch No. 52 of tin' (Jib instant and to 
telegrams, I would venture to lequcst jour Lordship to In* good enough to postpone 
fora short time anj decision on the subject of the* Domains. 

I have spoken with Nubar Pasha and Mr. Gibson, and it has been decided to defer 
any further discussion fill 1 In * return of tin* latter from a visit of inquiry in the 
provinces. 

Mr. Gibson told me that there wore two properties, of about 1,000 feddaus each, to 
the letting of which he thought M. Bouteroii would not object ; lmt it is not his view, 
nor that of the Egyptian Government, to push forward any general measures at 
present. 

I am quite of the opinion of Messrs. Rothschild, that it is expedient to rely as 
much as possible on the resources of the Domains for the service of the Domains Loan, 
and to look on the further guarantees available only as a contingency, which, if possible, 
should not come into operation. For this purpose I feel no objection myself to the 
proposed Committee of Inquiry by impartial persons. But 1 think the institution of 
such a body should only take place after the ground has been carefully prepared amL 
the acquiescence obtained of the ditl'ercnt persons having a voice in the matter. 


t—-t - - -y - —_]«»• 


Inclosuro :2 in No. 108. 


Nitbar Pasha to the Commissioners of the Domaines. 


[Messieurs, £,e Caire, Ip 10 Novembre, 1885. 

,) E virus (le prendre eonnaissance de votre lettre du 5 Novembre couraut, et jc 
mVinprrs.se de vous informer ([ii’il n’y a absolument rien de change aux Conventions 
stabiles entre nous quant an mode de perception des fermages, a savoir, que les Agents 
de Perception du Gouvernement seront charges de perec voir les term ages pour 
le convpte de VAdministration des Domaines et sous la responsahilite du Gouvernc- 
ment. 

Ma lettre du 1 Novembre eourant n’a vise qu’a vesoudre les difficultds que vous 
avez signalees vous-meines; elle vous faisait savoir, en eil'et, qu’en cas de retard dans 
le paiement des fermages, un Agent des Domaines devva requerir la saisic conser¬ 
vatoire qui sera autorisec par le Moudir, comme cola sc passe actuellement. 

C’est seulemcnt dans ce cas (jue l’intervention d'un Agent des Domaines aura lieu 
de se produire, et cela no comporte aueune renonciation au systemc de recouvrement 
des fermages que le Gouvernement preeouise ni aux a\ antages qui doivent en 
decouler; tout au eontrairc, eette combinaison aura pour diet de concilicr les 
exigences legates avec les neccssitds impdrieuscs d’un systdne deonomique de 
perception. 

Veuillez, &c. 

Le President du Conseil des Ministres, 


(Signd) 


NUBAR. 


Inelosurc 3 in No. 103. 


M. Ornstein to M. Bouteron. 

Mon oher M. Bouteron, Lc 12 Novembre, 1885. 

M. ROCCASERRA s’est rendu a votre divan comme il etait convenu liicr pour 
discuter avec votre Contentieux la question de l’intervention des Moudirs dans la 
perception des fermages. M. Roeeaserra me dit que, dans votre opinion, la nouvclle 
Convention doit avoir pour diet de I'aire des Moudirs des Agents directs de la 
Commission des Domaines. Dans ces conditions, il est evident que le Moudir, en cas 
de retard dans le recouvrement des fermages, ne pent se const it uer juge et partie. 

lVrmettez-moi de vous rappcler que, dans not re conversation d’hier, vous m’avcz 
declare (pie vous aviez eu simplement 1’intention de nous signaler les difficultds qui 
pourraient se produire dans rexecution, mais que vous dtiez tout pret a chore her le 
moyen pratique de les dviter. 

Il a semble au Gouvernement que ee moyen etait tout trouve : il sufflt de nc pas 
donner aux Moudirs eette qualite fl’A gents directs des Domaines que vous scmblcz 
insister a lour donner. J’ajouterai que eeei n’enleve a la Commission aueune des 
garanties que le Gouvernement lui a assumes. 

Votre, &c. 

(Signd) ORNSTEIN. 


Inclosure t in No. 103. 

M. Bouteron to Nubar Pitsltu. 

Excellence, Le Caire, le 11 Novembre, 1885. 

COMME il en a etd convenu bier, M. Roeeaserra, Membro du Comite du Conten¬ 
tieux do l’Etat, est vena conf'erer ee matin avec M. Mi'iller, Directeur de not re 
Contentieux, au sujet de la question de savoir si les [Moudirs pcu\ent I'aire la perception 
de nos fermages et ordonner, en menu.* temps, la saisic et la route des rceoltes des 
loeataires qui ne seseraient pas libdrds a I’dchdance. 

11 a reconnu sans hesitation quo les Moudirs, s’ils agisseut, pour le recouvrement 
des tonnages, comme Agents de la Commission des Domaines, ne pouvent en memo temps 
ordonner la saisie et la vente des rceoltes des loeataires, par la raison que nul ne pent 
ctre a la fois juge et partie. Mais il a ajoute (pie la question ne lui avail pas etc posts' 
do eette manicure par le Gouvernement. 

On lui avait declare qu’il etait convenu avec la Commission que les Moudirs 


L 


05 


feraient la perception des fermages des Domaines, non comme Agents de la Commission* 
mais comme Agents du Gouvernement. 

Il importe done de preeiser encore une fois comment 1’affaire s’est engagee : Le 
Gouvernement nous a remis une note prdpardc par le Moudir de Charkieh indiquant 
que “ les pcrce])tions dcs fermages des Domaines seront faites par lc [Moudir.” Cette 
redaction ne nous ayant pas paru preeiser suffisainment notre idee, nous avons ajoute; 
“ par 1(' [Moudir agissant comme Agent de la Commission des Domaines, mais sous la 
responsahilite du Gouvernement.” 

Cette nouvclle redaction a etc approuvee par Mr. Vincent, son Excellence Blum 
Pacha, son Excellence le Ministre des Einances, et par vous-meme. 

C’est en partant de eette idee que le Moudir pourrait agir comme Agent de la 
Commission, quo nous avions accepte, en prineipe, vos propositions pour la location des 
Domaines. 

Cette solution dtant ecartee, peut-on admettre que le Moudir fasse les rccouvre- 
ments comme Agent du Gouvernement? Nous ne le pensons pas. 

En ctfet, si le [Moudir recouvre comme Agent du Gomernement, qu('l sera notre 
Agent d(' Perception ? La reponse s’imposc, ce sera It* Gouvernement lui-meme. 

Or, lc gage nous a etc remis par MM. de Rothschild aussi bien quo par le 
Gouvernement, et il serait eontrairc a l’esprit et a la lettre dcs contrats. que la Com¬ 
mission se dessaisit, entre les mains d’unc soule des parties, du droit de i'aire le 
recouvrement des fermages. 

S’il en etait autrement, rien n’empeeberait non plus la Commission de eon tier aux 
[Moudirs lc soin de proedder aux locations ; il arriv( i rait alors que l’administration du 
gage serait eomplMcment entre les mains du Gouvernement, ee qu’evidemment les 
portours de titres n’ont pas voulu. 

Veuillez, Ac. 

Le Commissairc Ddldgud, 

(Signd) E. BOUTERON. 


No. 104. 

Mr. Eyerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 30.) 

(No. G3. Commercial.) 

My Lord, Cairo, Norerdmr 10, 1883. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose copy of the Protocol of Adhesion of the Nether 
lands Government to the Egyptian Customs Regulations. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) EDWIN IL. EGEBTON. 


Inelosurc in No. 101. 

Protocol of Adhesion of the Netherlands Government to the Egyptian Customs Regulations. 

LE Gouvernement de Son Altesse lc Khedive d’Egypte et le Gouvernement de Sa 
Majcstd le Roi des Pays-Bas, dcsirant regler provisoirement les relations de commerce 
et do navigation entre les deux pays, les sousMgnds: son Excellence Nubar Pacha, 
President du Conseil des Minis!res, Ministre des Affaires Etrangercs et de la Justice 
do Son Altesse lc Kliddive, et Jonkhccr Pierre Joseph Francois [Marie van dor Does de 
AVillebois, Agent Politique et Consul-General do Sa Majeste le Roi des Pays-Bas, 
dument autorisds a cot eil'et, ont declare ce qui suit:— 

Le commerce et la navigation dcs Pays-Bas et de scs Colonies en Egypte et le 
commerce (it la navigation Egypt ions dans les Fays-Bas et ses Colonies seront traites, 
sous tous les rapports, de la memo manicre que lc commerce et la navigation de la 
nation Europeeune la plus favorisde. 

Aueune mesure (lc prohibition ne pourra frapper le commerce et la navigation 
reciproques d’importation oil d’exportation des deux pays, si olio n’est egalcment 
dtendue ii toutes les autres nations. Il est toutefois entendu que eette restriction ne 
s’applique pas aux mesures spdeiales quo l’uu des deux pays [xmrrait prendre, atin de 
se gamutir centre lepizootie, le phylloxera,ou tout autre lleau. 

Le Gouvernement de Sa Majeste hi Roi des Pays-Bas consent a co quo les lldgle- 
ments de la Douane Egyptiennc, tels qu’ils sont appliques, en vertu de la Convention 
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Commerciale et Douani&re eonclue, le 3 Mars, 1881, cntrc ]e Gouvernement 
Hell^nique ct le Gouvernement Egyptien, aux sujets, aux batiments, au commerce, et 
a la navigation HelhSniques, soient egalement, appliques aux sujets, aux batiments, au 
commerce, et a la navigation des Pays-Bas. 

La presente Declaration laisse, sous tous les autres rapports, intactes les stipula¬ 
tions des Capitulations et Conventions existant cntrc les Pays-Bas ct la Sublime Porte, 
et elle sortira son effet a partir du jour ou elle aura obtenu la sanction du Pouvoir 
Legislatif des Pays-Bas. Elle demcurera obligatoire jusqu’a la conclusion d’un Traite 
de Commerce et de Navigation ddfinitif, ii moins quo l’une des deux parlies ne l’ait 
d&ioncee trois mois d’avance. 

En foi de quoi, les Soussignds ont signe la presente Declaration cn doublo 
expedition et Font revetuc du eacliet de leurs armes. 

Eait au Caire, le 16 Novembre, 1885. 

(Siene) N. NUBAR. 

Van dee DOES DE WILLEBOIS. 


No. 105. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 30.) 

(No. 805.) 

My Lord, Cairo, November 22, 1885. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith a letter addressed yesterday by the 
Egyptian Government to the Caisse in place of that of the 9th instant, copy of which 
was transmitted to your Lordship with my despatch No. 786 of the same date, on the 
subject of the refusal of the Caisse to advance a sum required by the Egyptian 
Government on account of public works. 

This letter of yesterday, after expressing satisfaction at learning that the Caisse 
made no pretension to gauge the utility of the public works undertaken, explains that 
the sum of 20,000/. required is merely for preliminary studies, for which no Decree 
is necessarv. 

The Caisse at once sent the inclosed answer agreeing to pay the amount required, 
and the difference with the Caisse may now be considered at an end, 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) 


EDWIN 1L. EGERTON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 105. 

Moustapha Fefmy Pasha to the Commissioners of the Caisse. 

Messieurs, Le Caire, le 21 Novembre, 1885. 

J’AI eu l’houneur do recevoir at de eommuniquer au Conseil votre lettre du 5 de 
ce mois. Le Conseil a etc heuivux de constatcr que vous n’entendiez exercer aucun 
coutrole sur Futility des dispenses auxquelles devront faire face les versemonts efl'ectuds 
par vous sur le produit de l’Emprunt Garanti. 

Vous nous dites, eependant, quo vous ne pourrez rien \erscr sur le million aiTocte 
aux travaux d’irrigation, quo lorsqu’un Deere! aura ordonne le prclevement d’unc 
somme a valoir sur son montant; et vous invoquez, a l’appui de eel to declaration, les 
paroles prononeees par son Excellence le Fresident du Conseil dans une occasion 
recente. 

Permettez-moi de vous faire observer que ces paroles visaient Fexccution memo 
des grands travaux ii Fetude, execution pour laquelle des Deerets seront neeessaire- 
ment rend us. 

Mais la somme de 20,000/. qui vous a etc demandee ayant pour objet do simples 
etudes ou travaux preparatoires, son prclevement pouvait ctre autorise par simple 
decision du Conseil des Ministres reuduc naturellement avec l’approbation de Son 
Altesse. La demande que je vous ai 1‘aite a rec;u cette sanction. 

Ces explications feront disparaitre, jc n’en doute pas, les objections que vous avez 
soulevees, et j’espere quo vous voudrez bien tenir a nm disposition la somme de 
20,000/. que j’ai eu l’honneur de vous demandor par inn lettre du 20 Octobre 
dernier. 

Veuillez, &c. 

Le Ministry des Finances, 

(Signe) MOUSTAPHA FKUMY. 
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No. 105*. 

Sir H. Drummond Wolf to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received Noi ember 30.) 

Mj Lord, Cairo, November 24, 1885. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose a letter from Mr. Gibson, inclosing a Memorandum 
written by him, at my request, on the cotton crop of this year. 

| &C 

(Signed) ’ H. DRUMMOND WOLFF. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 105*. 

Mr. Gibson to Sir H. Drummond Wolf. 

Dear Sir, Cairo, November 24, 1S85. 

I INCLOSE a very short Memorandum on the cotton crop of this year. I have 
visited all the eastern part of the Delta during the last few weeks, and I know exactly 
what the returns of the Domains are. I think that my estimate ot the loss is rather 
under than over the mark. I saw Haidar Pasha, who farms a large area in the Province 
of Gharbeeyah, and he estimates the loss at even a higher figure. 

Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) J. R. GIBSON. 

Inclosure 2 in No. 105*. 

Memorandum. 

AT the commencement of this year the agricultural prospects of Egypt seemed 
fairly good. There was some uncertainty about the out-turn ot the cereal crop in Upper 
Egypt, owing to the insufficient rise of the Nile, hut it was hoped that the cotton crop, 
on which the cultivators in the Delta depend almost entirely for the payment ot their 
taxes, would be at least equal to that of last year, when it amounted to no less than 
3,029,000 kantars. 

Unfortunately, this expectation has not been realized. The supply of water held 
up by the barrage at the apex of the Delta was sufficient, and up to the middle ot the 
month of September it seemed that this crop was likely to he even greater than that of 
last year. 

The weather, however, became unusually cool during the latter part ot the summer, 
and retarded the ripening of the pods ; and later in the season fogs and heavy dews 
damaged the ripe cotton before the picking season had fairly begun. In many fields a 
large proportion of the pods did not ripen at all; and, judging from the arrivals of 
cotton at Alexandria and in the ginning factories in the country, it is quite certain that 
the total yield of the crop will he at least 25 per cent, less than that ot last year. 

The quality is also very inferior to that of previous years. 

In addition to the loss in yield there has been a remarkable fall in the price ot 
Egyptian cotton this year. 

In 1884 the average value of the cotton exported was about 205 piastres per 
kantar ; this year the average will probably not exceed 220 piastres. 

Assuming this to be the case, the total diffidence between the values of the crops 
of the years 1884 and 1885 will therefore be about Y E. 3,000,000. 

Beside the loss on cotton, there have been losses on all the principal cereals, wheat, 
beans, and barley having produced less than average crops. 

It is true the rise in the price of wheat that has taken place during the last few 
weeks has to a slight extent counterbalanced the loss in yield, hut veiy few of the actual 
cultivators have profited by the rise. Alarmed by the low prices obtained for cereals 
last year, the cultivators hastened to sell in the beginning of the season, and thus most 
of the crop was in the hands of the merchants before the price rose. In some districts, 
especially in Upper Egypt, the sales were pushed on to such an extent that sufficient 
grain for food and seed was not keep in stock ; and some ot the cultivators are now- 
obliged to buy back, at a high price, some of the grain they sold early in the season. 

In short, the results of the cultivation of the past year have been most discouraging, 
and show very clearly that, even with a sufficient supply of water for irrigation, the 
cotton crop alone can no longer be relied on to furnish a certain means of paying the 
land tax. 

(Signed) J. R. GIBSON. 

Cairo , November 24, 1885. 


[G89] 


2 B* 


97 

Inclosure 2 in No. 105. 

M. Vetscra to Moustapha Fehmy Pasha. 


M. le Ministrc, Le Caire, Ic 21 Novembre , 1885, 

NOUS avoirs on Hionneur do rceevoir la lettre do votre Excellence, en date de ce 

jour. 

Vous nous declare/ quo la somme de 20,000/., demandde n’est pas dcstinec a. 
1’exceution memo dcs grands travaux projetes, execution pour laquellc des Decrets 
scronf ncccssairemeni rendus, mais bien a de simples etudes ou travaux preparatoires ; 
et vous ajoutez quo dans cos conditions son prclcvcment pout avoir lieu on vertu d’une 
simple decision du Conscil renduc naturelloment avec l’approbation do Son Altesse le 
Khedive, decision qui a eu lieu, nous dites-vous, sous la dite approbation. 

Brcnant note de ces declarations, et sans entrer dans la discussion theorique 
qu'ellcs pourraient comportcr, nous eonsentons ii mettre a votre disposition la somme 
<le 20,000/. dont il s’agit. 

Yeuillez, &e. 

Le Commissaire de Service, 

(Signe) YETSERA. 


No. 100. 

Messrs. Rothschild to Sir J. Pauncefote.—(Received December 2.) 

Dear Sir Julian, New Court, December 1, 1885. 

WE are sorry to have to trouble you again with respect to Domain matters ; but 
M. Bouteron sends us to-day tin* inclosed letter on the subject of Mr. Gibson’s 
nomination, which vvo request you to be good enough to bring under Lord Salisbury’s 
notice, informing us af your leisure of his Lordship’s decision, so that vve may com¬ 
municate it to M. Iloutoron. 

YTe are glad to he able to add that, according to the advices which we have 
received from M. Bouteron, he is working in perfect harmouv with his English 
colleague. 

Prav believe us, Ac. 

(Signed) N. M. ROTHSCHILD. 


Inclosure in No. 100. 

M. Bouteron to Messrs. Rothschild. 

Messieurs, Le Caire, le 22 Novembre. 1885. 

AUX tonnes dcs Conventions aetuollcmcnt eu vigueur, les Commissaires des 
Domaiues sont ddsignds par leurs Gouvernements, nommes par Son Altesse le 
Khedive et invest is du gage par le Gouvernemcnt Egypt ion et par MM.de Roths¬ 
child de Ear is et de Londres. 

Un Commissaire ih- jumt entrer mi functions tanf quo cos forma 1 ites cssentidles 
n’ont pas etc remplies. 

D’un autre cote, il est de premiere prudence que le tiers ddtentour ue pout ctre 
au service de l’une on de I’m litre dev parlies. 

Air. Gibson a etc designe par le Gouvernement Anglais pour remplir les functions 
de Commissaire par interim; il a dc nomine mi cette qua lit c* par Son Altesse le 
Khedive le 30 Oetobre dernier. 

Sans nous prononcer suv la question dc savoir si le gage pent ctre confie a un 
iuterimaire, nous avons l’honneur de vous informer quo Air. Gibson n’a pas encore etd 
investi du gage et que, d’mi autre cote, ii continue toujours a remplir les fonetions do 
Diroetcur-Gdndral du Cadastre. 

Dans ces conditions il ne pent prendre part h nos deliberations qu’au titre dc 
(Jommissairc-Adjoint que nous lui avioiis confie. 

Dcs questions tres importantes etant on ce moment eu discussion, il est du plus 
liaut intcrct quo la Commission suit au complct. 
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Nous venons done vous prior do vouloir l)ien regulariser 1c plus tot. possible la 
situation do Mr. Gibson. 

Youilie/., Ac. 

Le Commissairc Delegue, 

(Signe) E. BOUTERON. 


No. 107. 

Baron Solryns to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 5.) 

M. le Marquis, Legation de Belgique, Londres, le 4 Dccembre, 18S5. 

LA note quo votre Seigueuric m’a I'ait riionneur de m’adresser le 18 Novembrc 
dernier rolativeinent a l’adbesion de la Belgique au Decrct Kliedivial du 27 *T nil let, 
1885, a ete transmisc ii Bruxelles, ct j’ai reeu, on reponse, l’autorisation de signer la 
Declaration malgre l’abstention des Ktats-Unis et de l’Espagnc. 

Le Prince de Caraman est d’avis que les attributions des Tribunaux de la Itet'orme 
on Kgypte no devraient etre modillees qu’avee Tassentimcnt unanime des Etats qui 
out eoopere a lour creation, et, tout on no s’arretant pas a cette consideration, ii me 
prescrit de fairc la reserve' (|uo e(' precedent ne pourra etre invoque a 1’avenir eontre le 
Gouverncment du itoi. 

de saisis, Ac. 

(Signe) SOLVYNS. 


No. 108. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Deceived December 7.) 

(No. 814.) 

My Lord, Cairo, Xovember 30, 18*5. 

1 HAYE the honour to inclose to your Lordship herewith the Statement drawn up 
by Colonel Moncrietf in August last, tor the General Assembly, of the works he at that 
time considered lie was most like)v to undertake with the million granted to the 
Public "Works Department. 

So far he has not much modified his original programme, though the preliminary 
studies are by no means near their completion, and he cannot now pronounce his 
intentions definitively. 

The principal works arc the strengthening of the old “bairage,” and the building of a 
new one near Benha. 

It is possible that the expenditure under heading s may not be found necessary, and 
it is probable, also, that the 20,000/. for a study of M. de la Motto’s project (heading 12) 
may not be expended. 

The drainage under heading 11 is of immense importance, and should it be found 
practicable to drain the formerly rich valley (Wad) Tomlat) near Tel-el-Kebir, 
impregnated with salts by percolation from the Ismailia Canal, and the now .sill lands 
near Lake Men/.aleb, great benefit will be derived by the country, and there may be 
even larger expenditure on this account than the loo,o0u/. mentioned. 

As this Statement was rapidly drawn up, and is only a very rough scheme which he 
may even yet very considerably modify, 1 did not send it at the time to your Lordship, 
but as attention has been called to the subject, 1 now forward it. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) EDWIN LL EGEltTON. 


Inclosure in No. 108. 

Detract tram the “Journal Ojficiel du Gouvernement Egyplien ” of September 12, 1885, 

Ass Kit ih.ei; G uxmiali;. 


P rod’s-vethul de la Seance du Someth, l' 1 .toot, 1885 (20 Chuwttl, 1.102). 

LA seance est ouverte ii 3 lieu res el quart a la Turque (1) hemes GO ill 
sous hi jU'esidenee de son Excellence Vli Pacha Cheril, President de A 
Generate, et en presence de plusieurs membres. 


» GO du matin) 
de Assembler, 
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,, 5' h P ™ ident onloune la lcGturG du proces-verbal de la seance promlente, dont la 
redaction est approuvee. 1 

Abdel Rahman Pacha Rouchdy -Aux termes de la decision prise, Lundi dernier, 
par 1 Assemble Generate, j ai 1 lionncur dc soumettre h MM. les membres de P Vs- 
semblee la note adressee par Mr. Moncricff, Sous-Secretaire d’fitat au Min Mere des 

Lravaux Publics, relativement aux travaux que le dit Ministerc si; propose d’oxccuter 
avee le million affecte aux irrigations. 

M. le President ordoune la lecture de la note on question. 

Lecture en est donnec dans les termes suivants 


Note adressee a son Excellence le Ministrc des Travaux Publics sur la Dcpeu.se du Million 

Destine■ aux Irrigations. 

' • Crvrisiderarrt (pie la soinme allouee est loin d’etre cn rapport avee les ameliorations 
a mtrodum* dans le systeme des irrigations en Egypte, les ddpenses doivent etre 
mmutieusoment surveillees afm d’eu assurer un bon emploi. II iaul egalement alrn 
d’empecher toutc diminution du Budget Ordinaire des Travaux Publics (lors de 
1’emploi du million), que le million soit entierement isole des autres funds, et suit 
eonsidoreo seulement comme un credit improve par Ic dit Bridget. 

Lc Budget Oidiuairc destine par le Ministerc des Travaux Publics aux irrigations 
pour l’annec 1.885 est de n 


Appointments du personnel i# 
Travaux a. executor 
Repartitions .. 

Outils, &c. 

Subvention pour la Socictc dc Bell era 


Tot til 


U,7ll 
02,000 
110,000 
10,250 
‘to,000 

278,001 


,Jc propose de fixer lc Budget Ordinaire des Travaux Publics ii la soinme minima 
dc -80,000/., du rani lo temps do romploi tlu million. Jc propose, cm oilin', quo lc 
montant de toutc ontroprise d’une valour moindre de 5,000/. n(> soil prhlevc sur le 
million (affecte exclusivomcnt aux travaux extraordinaires), a 1’exception cepeiulant 
des 100,000/. a 120,000/. dont j(' propose la depense pour la province du Fayoum. 

Les travaux vequis dans eettc province sont d’une nature fellement particulidrc, 
quo do petites cut reprises y sernient probabloment neeessaires. .le pense done qu’il 
serait preferable do prdlever sur le million les ddpenses oxigdos par les nouveaux 
travaux dans eel te province. 

Les lends neeessaires pour l’entrelien des travaux existants seront prole vos sur le 
Budget Oidinaire, mais il est eutcudu quo les appointements du personnel ('barge de la 
sun eillauet' des travaux oxiraordinniros, avee leprix des oufils, Ac., scront pro I eves sur 
h's lends extraordinaires, e’est-a-dire sur le million. 

A 1’houre act nolle, ct jusqu’au moment oil des devis detaillds aurout etc drosses, 
il ni’est im])ossibl(' de determiner exact omen t lYmploi dc co credit; Papereu suivant 
pourra ('('pendant la ire eonnaitre mes ideas go no rales a ce sujet. 



Le barrage place a la tele du Delta doit etre adapte pour remplir lo but do sa 
construction, et'st-a-divi' retenir f metre's 50 d’eau sans danger. 

A cot etlet, les portes d’eeluse et les eeluses doivent etre rdpardes, ainsi quo les 
ponts-bavragos places a la tote des Ravabs Menouftoh et Beliera. 

L in' somnu' de 1*0,000/. a etc jugdo ndeessaire pour l’execution do e(*s travaux. 


Uu noureau ban age avee eeluses, capable de retenir 3 metres 50 (Teau, (toil etre 
cuiistniif sur la branehe do Damiette, ([ueiqiu's milles au nord de Bouhn et en aval de, 
la prise d’eau du Canal El-Saliel. 

Due soinim 1 de 180,000/. a etc portdc pour ee travail. 

in. 

A pi'o])os du paragraplie 2, jo propose quo l\au ndeessaire pour 1’irrigation d<‘ la 
Province do Dakaldia suit prist' on amont do ee nouveau barrage, et quVn meme temps 
une prise avee eel use soit eonstruitc pour l’usage du Bnhr-Moes. 
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Le Canal dc Salad doit aussi avoir um* ecluse a sa prise, ct doit ctre elargi sur une 
longueur de 28 kilom. environ jusqu’a Mitgamr. 

Co canal pourra alors ctre appele avee raison le Rayah dc Dakalilia. 

Les prises d’eau des eanaux Bahia, Om-Salamia, et Mausuricli, situees sur lc Nil 
(au nord dc Mitgamr), doivent ctre Cornices, lesdits eanaux dcvaut etrc alimentes par 
le IIavail Dakalilia. 

Le Canal de Paraskour sera egalcment alimente par lc dit Rayah, et ses eaux 
scront, dans ee eas, plus dlevdes quo jamais. 

Unc somme de 80,000/. a etc portee pour ces travaux. 

IY. 

La navigation sera libre alors dans lc Rayah Dakalilia jusqu’a Mansourali, oil un 
pont tournant doit ctre construit sous la voio ferree. 

Un ]iont-barrage avee ccluscs sera aussi construit sur lc Balu* Sagliir, ct une 
ecluse avee une grande di fieri nice de niveau sur le Nil. Grace ii ces mesures, la 
navigation pourni etrc eontinucc pendant toute l’annee entre le Nil, Mcnzaleli, et 
Simbellawein. 

Pour ces travaux, unc somme dc 32,000/. approximativement est necessaire. 


Cornmc les branches du Nil n’ont pendant la saison (Pete qu’uu faible debit, il 
faut que ties mesures soient prises pour l'angmenter, afiu d’assurcr unc bonne 
navigation entre le Cairo ct Damiette ct entre lc Cairo et Alexandrie. 

A eet efl’et, il y a lieu d’ouvrir deux print*ipales lignes dc navigation partant cn 
amont du barrage, cn descendant lc Uayali Monouiioh. 

Cliacunc de ces lignes devra etrc pourvue ties ccluscs ncccssaires, ainsi que dcs 
ponts tournants aux passages do la voie ferree. 

La premiere de ces lignes sera le Bahr-Ohibinc, passant par Cbibine, Birket-el-Sab, 
Mehallet-ol-Kebir, jusqu’a Samanoud, on unc ecluse sera const ruite au Nil. 

La soeondo ligne sera const it nee par les eanaux dcs Baguirieh ct Kasad. line 
ecluse sera construite ])robablemrnt a Dessouk. 

Une somme de 00,000/. a etc portee pour ces travaux. 

YI. 

il faut que des mesures speciales soient prises pour quo les villcs de Damiette ct 
dc Rosette, ainsi que les micros situees dans lour voisinage (aetucllement arrosees par 
lc Nil) puissent ctre regulieremcnt alimentees d’cau-douce; car il faut compter que 
les eaux du Nil dans ces endroits sent, pendant deux mois dc chaquo annee, plus ou 
nioins salees. 

l’our Damiette, il n’y aura pas de grandcs difficultes, attondu que le Canal dc 
Paraskour est a proximite do la ville; il faut seulement prendre des precautions pour 
eviter que toutes ses eaux lie soient pas prises pour l’arrosage des rizieres situees sur 
scs rives. • 

Pour Rosette, il Taut ipi'un nouveau Canal suit ereuse; il sera alimente par le 
Rayah Kbatatbeh. 

Unc somme de GO,000/. a etc jugee necessaire pour ces travaux. 

YIl. 

Dcs modifications devront etrc apportces sur unc vaste echellc dans les eanaux dc 
la Province de Beliera ; il est evident qu’Atfeh est sitin' trop pres dc la mer pour qu’on 
v etablisse une prise d’eau ayant pour but, soit l’irvigatiim, soit raliinentation dc la 
ville d* Alexandrie. 

Li'S ])ompi‘S il’At fell doivent ctre abandonnees oompletemenl. 

Lc Canal de Kbatatbeb doit ctre agrandi. 

La pente des plafonds dc ee Canal, ainsi quo colic du Canal Mahnioudieh, reclame 
line elude sericuse. 

Une autre question qui devra ctre approfondie ( i st cello dc savoir si la libre 
navigation devra etrc etablie (cutre lc Cairo ct Alexandrie) par les Canaux Beliera ct 
KImtatbcli, on s’il sutlirait dc relier Damaubonr a Alexandrie et de n’avoir, dans cc 
cas, que VavliVe prineipale (dont il a dejii etc question), qui traverse les Provinces 
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dc Mcnonficb, Garbicli, jusqu’a Dessouk, ct dc la par les Canaux d’Atfek et 
Malimoudieh. 

Unc somme dc 40,000/. a etc portee pour cc travail. 

VIII. 

Un dpi dc retenue est necessaire au point ou les eaux du bassin Kocheclia, 
pres do AYasta, Province de Bfni-Souef, sc deversent eu arricre dans le Nil. 

Aetucllement ees eaux sont retenues par une digue cn terre, coupee eliaque 
annee, et quo I’on doit reeonstruire. 

Si une rupture avail lieu dans eette digue, toute la Basse-Ugypte serait inondee, 
Aussi est-elle I’ofijct d’inquictude cltaquc annee. 

Une somme do 50,000/. a etc consaeree ii ces travaux. 

IN. 

La Province de Payoum reclame une minutieuse attention; au eas contraire, elle 
souffrira de deterioration, et iliminuera de valeur d’annee en annee. 

-le suis d’avis qu’avec une ddpensc judieicuse, sa valour pourra etrc augmcntcc ; 
jc projiosc dc designer dans cot to province un ingeniour Anglais, capable, qui etudiera 
les projots et les exccutern cii'mite. 

Il n’y a pas cn Egyptc un champ il’ctudcs plus intercssant que la Province dc 
Fayomn. 

J’esjievc, cn outre, que ces etudes ameneront la solution du probleme de la 
situation exacte dc i’ancion Lac ALocris. 

Unc somme dc 100,000/. est jugee necessaire pour ces travaux. 


Dc grands travaux sont ncccssaires pour completer lc Canal Ibrahimich ct dc sc 
rendre maitre do scs eaux pendant l’cpoque dcs inundations, ainsi que pour mettre 
lin aux depensos monstrucuscs dc 25,000/. ii 30,000/. i>xigces annuellcmcnt ]>ar les 
dragages. 

Il faut egalcment drainer les terrains situcs a I’ouest dc cc canal, et fairc passer 
de l’oau limoneuse jusqu’aiix bassins situcs a l’ouest. 

Une somme de 100,000/. a etc jugee necessaire pour cc travail. 

XI. 

Dans une note que j’ai remise preccdenimcnt, j’ai fait mention de 100,000/. 
requises pour le drainage general des terrains de la Basse- et de la llautc-Lgypte. 
Cette somme n’est pas exageree. 

.I’cspere egalunuMit qu’une jiorlioii considerable des indemnites provenant de 
la corvee sera consaeree an ereusement dcs canaux dont lc dragage est necessaire. 

XII. 

Enfiu, je comjdc pouvoir ctre cn mesurc de consacrcr unc somme dc 20,0001. pour 
les etudes du Bassin Silscloli, projctc par M. dc la Motte, qui portcra la totalitc des 
sommes a depeuser a 1,012,000/. 

(Signe) Scott Moncuiepp. 

Abdel Rahman Pacha Ruuchdi). —L’liistoire nous apprond qu’un grand bassin oil 
ctaieuf cmmagasimVs les eaux pendant la crue du Nil existait autrefois dans la 
Province de Uaiouin, et qu'a l’lqiuquc du letiage les eaux dc ce bassin etaieut renilues 
aux irrigations. 

C’est de ee reservoir dont Mr. Aroneriell' parle dans le neuvieme paragrapbe de sa 
note, et (lout il espero pouvoir dclermiuer exaeti'iueut remplaeemeut. 

Mr. Mmierielf est egalcment d’avis que de grands beneiices resulteront ii l’Ugyjhe 
de ses reelierehes ii eet egaril. 

Ahmed lieij El-Sabuhi .—Personne n’ignore que rirrigation constitue pour le pays 
I’unique source de prosperity. C’cst pour cola que l’Assemblec Gcneralc a exprime lc 
dcsir d’etudicr ii fond la question do concert avee lc Gouverncment. 

La note presentee par Mr. Monerieff traite de diverses cut reprises ii executor dans 
la Basse- et la Ilautc-Kgypte. 

Dans moii opinion, le seal moycn d’examiner soigneusemeut ses projets est do 
|089) 2 D 
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nommer une Commission composite des membres do F Assembler* Generate qui con- 
naissent, les besoms dcs ditTdrentes localitcs dn territoirc. 

Cette Commission somnettra ensuite un Uapport ildtailld sur les mesuves a 

prendre. 

Si mes honorables eollegues se rangent a eette opinion, ils voudront lnen nommer 
les membres de la Commission et ordonner fimpression do la not(', el son tirage a 
aidant d’exemplaires qu’il \ a de membres dans FAssemblee Generate, pour les leur 
distribuer. 

Je soumets eette derniere proposition, alin quo les membres ne faisant pas partie 
de la Commission protitent du temps qiu* eelle-ei emploiera a l’examen de eette note 
pour pouvoir, de leur cbtd, l’etudier avee tons les soins et toute fatten!ion qu’elle 
comport)'. 

Si, par inadvertence, la Commission omettait I’examen dt' certains points, les 
membres de FAssemblin' Generali* })Ourraient dans ce eas y remedier. 

Approuvd a l’unanimite. 

Suleiman Pacha Abaza .—de suis if avis il'adjoindre aux membres de la Commission 
quatre des prineipaux ingenieurs qui sont actuellement admis a la retraite, et qui out 
une eonnaissance exacte de fart de fingenieur, ear les travaux indiques dans la note 
doivent etre executes dans plusieurs localitcs, et il <*st certain quo les membres m* 
pen vent juger en eonnaissance de cause (pie ceux qui se rapport cut a leur village. 

Si MM. les membres partagem mon avis, je propose de nommer les ingenieurs clout 
It's noms suivent : — 

Lours Excellences Aly Faeha Ibrahim, Ismail Pacha Mohamed, Ahmed lh*v 
Abdallah, Ahmed Bey Nasser. 

Mr. Mimericlf, le Sous-Seerdtaire if Etat aux Travaux Publics, mi quelqu’un i'ii 
son nom, fora egalement partii* de la Commission, ainsi quo fexige la ndei^sitd do la 
discussion do eette question. 

Son Excel I cnee Xuhar Parlia. —MM. lcs membres do f Assemblce Generate, ayant 
ete dins par lepeuple, se trouvent invi'stis du droit if examiner, de discuter, et ifemettre 
lours avis sur les questions qui leur seront soumises; mais les ingenieurs dont on 
propose fadjunction ii la Commission ne possedent pas ce droit. 

.le suis, par consequent, d’avis ipfil ne pout leur etre permis d’assister aux seances 
ih' l’Assemhlde Genera le, ni a cellos de la Commission. 

Cepeudant, les membi'cs peuvent avoir recours aux con^eils de <|iii quo soit, 
mais toutolbis d’une fa<;on ollicieuse. 

Suleiman Pacha Abaza .—Je ne souleve aucune objection ii la non admission do cos 
ingenieurs aux seances do fAssemblce Generalo, tant qu’elles seront tenues sous une 
forme oilieielle ; mais aussi je ne vois aueun inconvenient a ee qu’ils soient admis aux 
seances de la Commission pour aider ses membres dans fexamen d’une (piestion relative 
aux travaux if irrigation et arriver ainsi an but desire. 

Son Excellence Xuhar Pacha .—Si le but eonsisto a avoir dcs eonseils pour slatuer 
eu eonnaissance ih* cause sur la neccssite di's travaux qu’il y a lieu if executor, jespere 
quo lcs membres de la Commission so eontenteront de la presence de Mr. Munerielf; 
mais si les honorables membres approuvent la proposition faite par mhi Excellence 
Suleiman Pacha Abaza, les ingeiiienr-- assisteroid aux M'ance*. de la Coinmis.-ion d'uue 
facon ollicieuse. 

Sou Excellence Abdel Rahman Pacha Rouehdy.— Mr. Moiieriell i"-l pre! a assister aux 
sdances de la Commission lorsqu'il en sera requis. 

Ahmed liri/ El-Sou/ani .— La Loi Organique eonfere FAssemblee Generalo le droit 
de demander an Gouvernement tout ee qu’elle jugera utile pour le bien-etre du 

peuple. 

Host notoire que prendre les inesiires neeessaires pour ameliorer le s\Menu* (les 
irrigations est le soul mount d<* I'avoriser les intends du pays. 

MM. les membres sont d’avis (pie pour atteiudre facilement le hut poursuivi i‘t 
faire benelieier la population Egyptieune des avantages resultant de 1 amelioration 
qu’on se propose d'introduire dans le sysleme des irrigations, il v a lieu (limiter les 
iimeuieurs proposes par son Excellence Suleiman Pasha Abaza a assister aux seances 
do°f Assemblce Generalo et a prendre part a la discussion, ainsi quo devra faire 
Mr. Monerii'iV on son represent ant : ear personae n’ignore de quelle importance est, 
pour la Commission, le eoueours de ee. ingeni-’urs. 

Mon avis est (pic ees ingenieurs soient inv itds direclement de la part du Goiiverne- 
ment et n’aiont quo voix consultative. 

Son Excellence Xuhar Pacha. —I'ai dejii fait connaitre a MM. les membres (pi ils 
peuvent demander eonseil a ees ingenieurs sans les invitor aux seances, car ils 
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ne peuvent assister a la discussion de f Assemblce qu’apres avoir did el us jtar le 

peiqtle. 

Ahmed Bey El-Soufuni .—Pour ee motif, je n’ai pas dennunld qu'iis aieat voix 
deliberative et droit de vote; je fais egalement observer que ees messieurs out servi le 
Gouvernement pendant de longues amides et connaissent parfaitement la situation des 
irrigations et les localitcs qui out reel lenient besoin d’etre brigades. 

Le but du Gouvernement, en eonfdrant a FAssemblee Generale le droit 
d’examiuer eette question, est de connaitre quel est le moyen le plus avantageux pour 
le pays et ses habitants. A cet elfet, je suis d’avis de leur adresscr finvitation de la 
part du Gouvernement, et d’assister aux seances de la Commission qu'avee voix 
consultative. 

Son Excellence Xuhar Pacha .—Je ne trouve aueun inconvenient a eonfdrcr a 
la Commission le droit d’inviter les ingenieurs sus-iiuliques a lfassisler aux seances 
que lorsqu’elles seront tenues olUcicusemcnt et avee voix consultative. 

Bans tons les eas, je propose que eette question soit mise aux voix. 

M. le President propose la mise aux voix. 

La majorite des membres est ifavis que les ingenieurs qui doivent faire partie de 
la Commission soient invites par le Gouvernement a prendre part a la discus,,ion, en 
ayant voix consultative. 

Ibrahim Etfendi Said .—Mon avis est que le uombre des membres qui doivent 
composer la Commission doit etre equivalent au nombre des Moudiriehs pour que 
chacune d’elles soit reprdsenlde. 

El Sayed Abdel Bald El-Bulcri .—Je partage eette opinion, mais je desire egalement 
que trois autres membres soient ajoutes a la Commission pour representor les vilies du 
Cairo, d’Aloxandric, et de Damiette. 

Ibrahim Etfendi Jdl-Gayiar. —J’ajoute aussi a la composition de la Commission 
quatre dignitaires qui font aetuellemeut partie de FAssemblce Generate. Cos 
honorables membres possedent dcs terrains ct out une exacte eonnaissance, en matidre 
d'irrigations, de lout ci* qui eoncorne les operations qui doivent etre dirigees dans les 
localitcs oil sont situes lours terrains. 

Ea Moudirieh do Gharbieh est reprdsenlde ])ar deux de ees membres. 

Approuvd. 


Ea Commission sera composite des membres 

Sabalii Bey; 

Ibrahim Etlendi Se'id; 

Mahmoud Etfendi Alum lloussein; 

Aly Bey El-Kori'liy ; 

Herat! Bev ; 

Mohammed Bey Alum llegazi; 

Ismail Bev Alum Suleiman ; 

Touny Bey; 

Tayeli Elb'iidi Salama ; 

'l’oubba Etfendi Silioudi; 

Abdel Gbelil ElVendi Aly ; 


dont les noms suivent :— 

El Sayed Seiil Bey El-Gharayani; 
Moustapha Bey El-11 aguine; 
Hanna ElVendi Khalil ; 

El-Saved Nelumau Bey El-BaKri; 
Sid Ahmed Bev Zahzoub; 

Abbas Bev El-Zomr; 
Aliderrahnuiu Etlendi llamada; 
Ibrahim Faeha Edliam ; 

Suleiman Faeha Abaza; 
Mohammed Faeha I’eouf; 
Chavvarbi Bev. 


No. 100. 

(burnt Piper to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received iJeetmher 8.) 

Legation de Sui'de et Xorceye, Londres, 

M. le Marquis, le 4 Decembre, ISN5. 

ME re (era u l ii la note que Mitre Seigneurie a hieu vimlu m’adresser le 
IS Novembre dernier eoneernaut la signature d’une Declaration portaut adhdsion 
an Ddcret Khddivial du 27 Juillct dernier, j’ai I’bouneur de porter a li eonnaissance de 
Mitre Seigneurie que je suis autorisd a signer eette Bdelaralion, et que le Gouverne¬ 
ment du Hoi, mon auguste Souveraiu, consent ii Farrangement relatif it la signatum 
propose par le Gouvernement de Sa Majestd Britannique. 

Je saisis, Ac. 

(Signd) EDW. FIBER. 
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No. 110. 

, ,, • ( <s„u v h,nni _ (Received December 8, 11 A.M.) 

s;f II, D, ummond 1 Volf to the Marquis of Sahsbin ij. 

('So. 131.) Cairo, December 8, 1885, 10‘12 A.M. 

(Telegraphic.) 

DOMAIN Loan. maUin „ proposals to Egyptian Govern- 

A financial group, under M. bua kz, « ^ increase fixed annuity payable, 

incut. Kubar lWj» 'j cfi S1 wffl send details by first opportunity. 

ilmuU rglnTto'kiow’nhetlicr Rothschild, know of and favour tins plan. 


No. 111. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. hjf-rton. 

(No. 251.) Foreiiin Office , December 8, 1885, 3*15 P.M. 

(Telegraphic.) . . nmmins continues to object to Gibsons appoint- 

FRENCH Commissioner ot Domains continues j 

muni ad maki^' the affirm 

dbf; MS a°nd his successor , 


No. 112 . 

, , , t jj.nnirrf'nte—(Received December 11.) 

Messrs. Rothschild and tons to Mr J. 1 auncefote. 

Sew Court, December 11,1885. 
Won yesterday, or SJf 

MSta S a scheme‘u 1 ''eh dSS, ids proposed to the Egyptian Govern- 

“"’'l hasten to comply with your ^ 

during lh.‘ last tlircc mon lis. tta ■ 1 , 1 gentlemen have made various 

Xi“t sru«*-•« a... ««.. 

, 1 CSk \h,mt a fortnight ago M. Snares W™" 

pvo,.i'.s:d. Tho latter gentleman sent u»jmpj ol ■ — of „|, 0 ut 400,000 

divide iw'l^Ons in two parts, one of about !00,000 acres 

to'renuiin mortgngtid lor ahotU (Ws portion of the estate pays, or 

oug,^:; 0 ^: n-"v ,-/•^ i *« 

n The other portion ol the Domains s .fted to London, we should redeem 

about 4,250,000/. As -on —He* toL ^ ^ to lhc 

an equivalenttunoinit^ <d Dm^. i)i . <nKXVO J 1 ; H( ., or(lil , g to M. Suarez, to lend the money 

Pd lie''Egyptian Govcnmicnt at the tbinl^'tavtTura oM ht^plan. 1 must first of 

an:r.“iritfri ^* - r t 4 " 
Domain lands was one ol the b c . m raise any objection to the sale ol any 

far as we arc concerned, I do n >t c English and French Commis- 

portiou or portions of ^fv^tlmmselves, that tho remainder of the ('states, 

Srilrt’ O.C,’smiths 'given, is an equally good guarantee of .h< 

unredeemed portioni oft he lj0 ™\ . , of t p e wisdom of the Egyptian Govern- 

|t is hardly within our p <>wn<n t() us s]low prim,l facie an increased 

meat adopting such a proposa • Government, but it is only lair to presume 

Government believe that they can save 
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some of the heavy administrative charges which the Domains now entail, that the 
lands will be more easily sold, and, if sold, the taxes easily collected. 

In answer to an inquiry from M. Roulcron, we sent him the inclosed tel eg mu 
to-dav and this explains our views very accurately. In addition to the advantages, 
financial and economical, which may accrue to tlie Egyptian Government, youJi 
lbr-ive me if I point out that Iler Majesty’s Government will have to consider lo wlul 
extent it will be necessary to consult the other European Powers before the Egyptian 

Government enters into a transaction of this nature. 

Pray believe me, &c. 

(Signed) N. M. POTnSCIIILD a.nu SONS. 


Inelosure in No. 112. 

Messrs. Rothschild and Sons to M. liouicron. 

Lc 11 De'cembrc, 1885 . 

AVON'S reeu votre projet. Pouvoiis aioir aueuue objec 
en naiement de 300,000 Icddnm, si ,i„ih coiiservons toutesles ga ran ties exist ant. > quo 
le soldo du gage soffit au service des autres 3,250,000/. de 1 cmprunt. loin. Us 
eontrafs devront done roster en vigueur jmqu’au remboursement total de 1 cinp. unt f 
d les Commissaires Anglais et Fraucais devront fonct.onner jusqu a cette epoque. % 
II doit a ; iss i fit re bien entendu quo nous nc pmivons prendre aueuue pan a 

remission quo lo Credit Foneier terait. 


No. 113. 

Sir Clare Ford to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 11.) 

i • \ Madrid, December 11, l^s., 

(Telegraphic.) , , ’ 

YOU R telegram No. 25 ol 1 St li November. 

Spanish Minister in London will be authorized to sign Declaration. 


No. lit. 

,S// II. Ih uuimmul IVollf to the Marquis of Satisbunj. -{Here,red December I 1, 355 l>..M.) 


. , Cairo , December 11. 1HS3, 2 30 I\M. 

VOl i! No. 72. . . \ i i' 4 - 

i would venture lo point out lied the 12,000/. eommt ho elm'ged to EgypU.m 

nilltoul mi iipponl to the Power,, being in eviv“.s ol the ammiut ot expemlllm ■ 
authorized by them. 


No. 115. 

Sir Clare Ford to the Marquis of Salisbury,—(Rea iced December 12.) 

(No. 10. Treaty.) Madrid, December 0, 1885. 

* ly T UAVE the honour to inlbrin N.mr LmNtip ll.al when 1 last stw Seiior Morel, 
the Spanish Minister of Foreign A Hairs, I begged him t( >h‘t me know what steps be 
proposed taking with regard to the adhesion ol Span, to the Ivhed.ual Deciet ol tin 

» 7 ti, July last relative to the finances ol Lgypt. . 

Sr Morel replied that hi- time hod been ,o lully occupied muco lhc ueu 

Coverumcnt had lJumed office that tie bail lie™ nahle to tun. Ins attention to the 
lmt that lie would not, fail to do «>, and lie has promised me in. early iinsuer. 
SUI, T ’ I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS CLARE FORD. 

. 2 K 


[ 689 ] 
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No. 116. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 14.) 

(No. 820.) 

Nfy Lord, Cairo, December 3, 1885. 

I 1TAYE tlie honour to inclose tlie monthly Statement of the Commissioners of 
the Debt for November 1885. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) EDWIN It. EGERTON. 

Inelosure in No. 116. 

Caisse de la Dette Publique. 

Annee 1885.—Mois dc Novcmbre. 

Fit at mensuel dee So mines verse'es a la Caisse de la Dette Publique sur les Revenus affect es. 

Dette Unifi£e. 


lSehennce <lu l w Mai, 1886— 
Papital restant a amortir 


£ s. 

.. 55,991,080 0* 


Dotation (Vinterets .. 

• • •. 

1,119,821 12 


Somtues 

versees— 


Designation ties Trounces ct Administrations 



Totaux 

don* It's Revenus sont affect5s au Sen ice 



au 60 Novcmbre, 

Ac la Dette T T nifi6c. 

Du l* r au 80 

Dn 20 nu 

1885 


Xovemhre, 188.5. 

61 Oct olive, 1885. 



I’.T. ]i. 

l-.T. p. 

1*. T. p. 

Pio\iuee de Garbioh .. 

6,001,518 28 

4.000,000 00 

U),901.518 28 

„ Menonfieh 

5,7:55.062 02 

• • 

6,766,002 02 

,, Huhera 

<3.797,689 10 

• • 

6,797,569 10 

*810111. • • • • * • *• 

700,921 61 

«p • 

700,921 31 

1 louauus • • •• • • •• •• 

0,196,706 17 

1.760.186 00 

7,920,180 17 

Droits sur les (abacs d'importatnm 

2,122,650 00 

361.000 00 

2,783,350 00 


27,756,095 08 

0.091,483 00 

66,8 16,178 08 




Suit £647,160 


13 KITE PlUVlLK(;if;K. 


Keluanee du 1 6 An ril, 1886— 
(aphid restant a amortir ,. 


22.290,800 

567.420 


1 Jotatimi d’interet* .. .. .. .. .. .. 567.420 

Xota, —L< complement de* dotations da la Dette Pihileiiiee ust pielevr sur le* revenus du la Dette Unifice. 


Somme* \erseo 


dont les Revenus .sont affectus au Set vice do la 


‘ _ir r ■ ■“ 

[ au 60 Novembre, 

Dette Privilegiec. 

Du 1" au 30 

Du 16 au 

1886. 

Nincmbre, 1885. 

i 

: 61 Oetobve, 1886. 

i 


1\ T. p. 

('hernias di 1 \ i, Telegrapher, et Poit d’ Alextuulrie ,. 1 7,800,000 00 


1\ T. ]). 1\ T. p. 

0,29-1,282 OS l 1.094,282 88 

Suit £ 1 \ 1,557 


hour eopie eonforme: 

Ee Controleur, 

(Signe) W. Mog. 
Le Cairo, le l ,r De'vembre, 1885. 


Les Commissaires-Directeurs, 

(Signe) G. B. MACULAVELL1. 

G. LE CHEVALIER. 
A. MONEY. 

LARON \ ELS ERA. 


* Lt- capitul ot la dotation out ate modifies dojmi* le 31 Octobre par Mil to du rimlnt do 210/ nominal'-' do 
;itrob di- la Dette Unifiee, effective pendant le moi-> de Xovemhre. 


i 
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No. 117. 

Sir Clare Ford to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 14.) 

(No. 51. Treaty.) 

Aly Lord, Madrid, December 11, 1 vS 5. 

1VIT11 reference to my despatch No. 49, Treaty, of the 9th instant, L have the 
honour to transmit to your Lordship a translation of a note which T received last 
evening front Sefior Moret, informing me that instruction" will he sen! to Hie Spanish 
Minister in London to sign the document recording the adhesion of Spain to the 
Khedivial Decree of the 27th July last relative to the Egyptian finances. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS CLARE FORD. 

Inclosure in No. 117. 

Senior Moret to Sir Clare Ford. 

(Translation.) 

Excellency, _ _ Ministry of State, December 9, 1885. 

IN reply to the note which lLer Britannic Majesty’s Charge d’AIVaires was pleased, 
to address to my predecessor on the 23rd ultimo in regard to the adhesion of Spain to 
the Khedive’s Decree modifying the Law of Liquidation of the Egyptian Treasury, I 
have now the honour to inform your Excellency that, in view of theexplanalion made 
in that communication, setting forth the desirability of till the Lowers concerned in 
the establishment of the Mixed Tribunals in Egypt signing a joint Declaration to give 
legal force to the said Decree before those Tribunals, the Government of Her Majesty 
the Queen Regent feel disposed to give their consent to the proposals of Her Britannic 
Majesty's Government, and that they will accordingly authorize the Spanish Minister 
Plenipotentiary in London to sign the said Decimation in the same form as that in 
which it is to he signed by the Representatives of the other nations invited for that, 
purpose and who have already agreed to it. 

In informing you of this, [ avail, &c. 

(Signed) S. MOll 1ST. 


No. 118. 

Lord Rothschild to Sir J. Paunccfote.—(Received December 14.) 

Dear Sir Julian, A lew Court, December 1 I, 1885. 

TO-DAY’S mail has brought us further correspondence from M. Louie von on the 
question of selling a portion of the Domains to the Egyptian Government through the 
medium of the Credit Foncier Egy plica. 

I inclose, for your information, an extract from M. Lout emu’s letter. He also 
sends I1k> plan itself, which lias now, it appears, been ollieially submitted to the 
Egyptian Government. In case a copy of this document should not have reached the 
Foreign Office yet, 1 shall be glad to send it you at once. 

Hi my letter of Friday last T took the liberty of pointing out to you that jt might 
he necessary for the Egyptian Government to ask for the consent of the Lowers before 
agreeing to Messrs. Suarez’plan; hut on reading the details of the scheme, without 
presuming to offer a legal opinion on the point, i should almost he inclined In believe 
that tin 1 consent of the Powers is perhaps not neoessan, inasmuch as the Egyptian 
Government would only be borrowing money on the security of the Domain lauds, 
without guaranteeing any fresh issue. 

r take this opportunity, dear Sir Julian, of reminding you that we are still 
awaiting tin' reply of Her Majesty’s Government to our previous communications in 
respect to Mr.Gibson’s appointment ad interim ; and wo shall lie pleased to he favoured 
with the views of Her Majesty’s Government on this question. 

Wo ijnd* t v*o 

(Signed) " ROTHSCHILD. 




s-mSwsu 


AaJjsgfeL A. -A_f V *s‘£+5u<,xi ■A .«jg..^i r ,. 1 
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Inclosure in No. 118, 

JT. Bouteron to Messrs. Rothschild and Son. 

(Extiait.) 

LE Gouvernement, u^ant du droit quo Ini con fen 1’Article 29 du Cain i 
Charges, approuve lc 29 Avril, 1SS3, et toujour* on vigueur, nous leva connaltn > . 
intention d’obtenir la letrooession do 301,000 foddans qu’il nous designer:!. et non ' - 
lui ddlivvcrons on echangc dc € E. 1,251,000, payees eomptant, ct qui sennit eonwu roes 
a Vamovtissemont. 

Nuns lui livrcrons les terres conunc a un particulier, ct eonformcment aux dite, 
clauses du Caliicr dcs Charges on lui faisant payer toutes los depenscs de culture quo 
nous aurons iaites sur ccs terres depuis I’ouvcrturc dc Pannee agricole, -lc donnerai 
ensuite main lov6c do Thvpothequo, cu vn-tu do votre procuration quo j’ai outre les 
mains. 

La Ihmison dcs terres auvait lieu do 1" Avril, 1880. A eo moment nous reglerions 
le eompte dcs 107,000 foddans pour VExcreice 1885, ct nous nous ferions versor lo 
deficit \ afferent. 

Puis, nous lorions le eompte des 304,000 foddans retrocedes, du 1" Janvier an 
31 Mais, 1886; et nous noils ferions vomboursor la dill'erouee outre los roeettes et les 
doponscs effect ueos pendant eotto periotic. 

i)e eette sovte, uoti'C gestion pour les 103,000 foddans qui nous rcstoraiont, serad 
pavfaitiiut nl uette, et eommenoerait le 1" Janvier, 1880. 

11 esf hien ontendu quo je niettrais egalomont a la charge du Gouvernemeut dans 
le decompte des 301,000 ledd'ans, sa part dans les frais generaux depuis le 1°' Janvier, 
1880, part quo j’evaluerais aux trois quarts. 

Je fobligerais aussi a jircndre nos loeaux et nos employ6s du Cairo an nombro do 
130 cm iron. Car pour la gestion de 100,000 foddans, je eompte qu’il no me faudra an 
Cairo qu’un local de 100/. h 130/. de location, et an plus douze a quin/e employes. 

No. 119. 

Mi Ejerton to the Mm quits of Stthshtti ij. —( Received Dnembei 13, 4'40 t’.M.) 

(No. 195.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, Dccemhei 15, 1885. 

EGYPTIAN Government request sour Lordship to press minor Powers to tele¬ 
graph immediately to their Representatives here to accede to House 'fax Decree. 

Latter sa\ thev have not been asked to assent to Declaration of March. 

A word from 11 or Majesh’s Government would, it is believed, remove diflieult.N. 

Also, would it not be possible through Persian Legation in London to arrange 
that Persian Consul-General be insli noted In telegraph to earn out Decree as icgards 
Persian subjects here • 


No. 120. 


The Marquis of Salisbia y to Mr. Eijerton. 

(No. 257.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, Dccemhei 16, 1885, 6 p.w. 

YOUR telegram No. 195. 

See my telegram No. 223 of 30th September. 

Amended draft ol Decree should be submitted to the Great Powers. 1\ hen 
approved by them we will invite minoi Powers to accede. 


No. 121. 

The Marquis of Salisbuni to Mi, Eijerton. 

(No. 381.) 

Sir, Foretijn Office, December 16, 1885. 

L HAVE received youi despatch No. 805 ol the 22nd ultimo, stating that the 
dispute between the Egyptian Government and the Commissioners of the Public Debt 
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with regard to the appropriation of a certain sum for preliminary inquiries as to 
irrigation works mav now be considered at an end. 

I understand, from a telegram received by the Italian Charge d’ \ ,r 'res at this 
Court, that it was in consequence of a suggestion made In the Italian \gent at Cairo 
and by the Italian Commissioner on the Caisse that this question was hi ought to a 
satisfactory conclusion; and I have to request you to convey the cordial thanks of 
Her Majesty’s Government to your Italian colleague and to M. Machiavelli for their 
friendly action in this matter. 

_ I inclose, for your information, cops of a despatch winch T have addressed on this 
subject to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Home.* 

T am, Ac. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 122. 


Mr. Eyerton to (he Ufarquis of St,list m y .—( Ri edit'd Dccemhei 17, 12*45 r.w 


(No. 496.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cniio, Dccemhei 17, HS5, 11*27 > *i 

YOUR No. 257. 

It was because draft of Decree, amended in terms of Declaration, h:o neon 
agreed to by Representatives here of Great Powers that I sent my telegram No 195 
Mattel* is pressing. 


No. 123. 

77/e Mat qui s of Siilislnn i/ to Sir ./. *8' Lumleij. 

(No. 308.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, Dccemhei 17. P* 5 

11 UK Majesty’s Government have learnt that it was in consequence of a 
tion made bv the Italian Agent at Cairo and bv the Italian Commissionct be 
Egvptian Public Debt, »hat the difference between the Egyptian Government and 'he 
Caisse as to the appropriation of a certain mm for preliminary inqi.ides a*, to v *1 if 
irrigation was brought o a satisfaetorv conclusion. 

[ have to request your Uxcellenev to tak< an opportunity ol meutioi 
th .odiau Minister bn* Foreign Affairs that lloi Majesty's llepresei.i.ilivc iji . ( , 

has been instructed to convey (lie cordial acknowlodgments of liet Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment to his Kalian colleague and to M. Machiavelli, for the conciliatory proposals 
made bv them for the settlement of this matter 

t 

1 am, Ac. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 121. 

The Mniqnis of Snlisliuiy to M. d< Fa the. f 

M. lc* Ministre, Foien/n Offxu. Dccemhei 17, 1885 

Wmi reference to my note of the 18th ultimo, l have the honour to aequa nt 
you that nearly all tin Powers have signified their willingness to sign the Deehmiti »n 
accepting the Decree of ILis Highness the Khedive respecting the (iiianees of Egypt, 
and I should esteem it a favour if von would inform me at vour earlv comenienee 
whether you arc authorized by yoiu* Government to do so likewise. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


8 
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No. 125. 


Sir n. /)> ummond Wolff to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 17, night.) 


(No. 117. Confidential.) 

(Telegiaphic.) Cairo, December 17, 1885, 12‘30 a.m. 

PUMA INS. 

Meeting to-day with Ntibar Pasha, Ilium, and Vincent. Latter instructed to 
endeavour to arrange with Bout cron terms for letting hv Government, so as to 
diminish expenses of administration. If not successful, a Commission of Inquiry 
may perhaps he necessary. Egyptian Government not likely to accept proposal of 
Credit Eoncier. 


No. 126. 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. liqerion. 

(No. 239.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office , December 18, 18S5, G'20 t\M. 

YOU 15 Nos. 195 and 196. 


Circular telegram sent to minor Powers and Persia. 


No. 127. 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Stuart.* 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, December 18, 1885, G* 13 1\M. 

DECREE for house tax on foreigners has been modified hy Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment as required hy Financial Declaration signed in London on the 17<li March last, 
and submitted to Representatives of Great Powers at Cairo, who have given their 
consent. Urge Government to which you are accredited to authorize their Represen¬ 
tative to examine and accept it. 


No. 128. 

M. Oennadius to the Marquis of Salisbury. — [Received Dn'cmbn 19.', 

My Lord, Greek Legation, London, December IS, o95. 

IN reply to your Lordship’s note of the 18th November last, the contents of 
which 1 hastened to bring to the knowledge of his Excellency M. Delyanni, [ have 
the honour to inform your Lordship that f have now received instructions to signify to 
your Lordship that I am empowered by Ills Hellenic Majesty's Government to sign 
on its behalf the Declaration of Adhesion to tin* Khedivial Decree of tI k- 27th July 
last relative to the finances of Egypt, in the manner proposed hy your Lordship. 

I shall therefore ho ready to do so, simultaneously with the Representatives of the 
other Powers, on any day which your Lordship may see tit to appoint for that 
purpose. 

1 have. &e. 

(Signed) .1. GENNADI US. 


No. 129. 

Mr. Monson to the Marquis of Salisbury. --(Received December 21.) 

(No. 176.) 

My Lord, Copenhagen , December 19, 

IN obedience to your Lordship’s telegraphic instructions received last night, 
1 have this day addressed to the Danish Minister for Foreign Affairs a note urging 
this Goveminent to authorize their Representative to examine and accept the Decree 

* AKo to Nh'. Faiir, Mr. 1’iliv (No. -i), 8ir Clare l'oril (No. Is;, Nr J, W.-i f s o Cl i, .Mi Mmi-oii, 
Mr. Corbett, Sir II. Iti.mliold (No. .i.i), mid Mi. Mcolson (No. l./0j. 


V, XT’ j 


111 )* 


No. 125*. 

Sit R. Thompson to Sir Pauncefote.—(Received December IS.) 

, Har Office, December 16, 1885. 

Mini reference to the letter trotn this Department of the 9th instant, I am 
diiected by the Seciclary of State for Mar to inquire whether any progress has been 
made with Bakci Pashas proposal for the reorganization of the Egyptian army, as 
distinct tiom any scheme for providing only a native garrison adequate for the protection 
of Suakin. 

^The duties undertaken by Her Majesty's Government for the maintenance of order 
in Egypt and the defence of the frontier employ at the present moment the force 
detailed in the margin.* 

The contribution made hy the Egyptian Government towards the cost of this huge 
force is 1(0,000/. a-year, while Her Majesty's Cox eminent have been called upon to pay 
charges for Egyptian troops employed in aiding the defence of the frontier, which nearly 
equal the amount of the contribution. 

Meanwhile, although the very existence of the Egyptian Government depend upon 
tiic protection afforded to if by British troops, customs duties arc levied on the supplies 
sent from this country, railway, postal, and telegraph charges are exuded under arrange¬ 
ments (lelibcralely accepted by the late Government, as if (he presence of the British 
army in Egypt a Horded to the Administration concerned a legitimate means of 
increasing their revenues, which, hid for these same troop.-, would have entirely 
disappeared. 

Mr. Secretary Smith is aware that Her Majesty - piesent Government inherits the 
engagements made by theii predecessors, and is hound by them; but it is his dulv. 
nevertheless, to represent to Lord Salisbury the measure of tin burden which they 
impose upon the country. 

The cost of the army employed in Egypt at the present lime cannot lie less Hum 
one and u-hnlf millions a-year, without, so far as Mr. Smith is aware, the concession in 
return of any single advantage or privilege to England which is not enjoyed in Egypt hy 
the subjects of the Fmvcrs which make no sacrifice whatever for the protection of the 
country. But the heaviest portion of the burden i- the employment of nearly 20,000 
British soldiers, who in a time ol some diflieulty and anxiety are withdrawn from the 
general service of the army, who sillier severely from the climate and the casualties to 
which they are exposed, and greatly stiaiu the resources of the country under the 
existing sy stem of recruiting. 

Mr. Smith would therefore press upon Lord Salisbury the necessity for securing .is 
rapidly as possible such a reconstruction of the Egyptian army as would effect a sensible 
reduction in the demands nude upon the English army, so that the cost of (he men 
employed in Egypt shall not exceed the amount of the contribution. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Smith would venture to suggest, for the consideration ol Lord 
Salisbury, whether it would not he right that formal notice should he given that the 
expenses incurred hy this country for the protection of Egypt from internal and external 
disorder will constitute a claim on that country which it will ho in the power of ||ei 
Majesty's Government to urge at some future time. 

I am, &e. 


(Signed) 


RAid’ll THOMPSON. 


* Two ri'jnnunii- c.i\ tli\, o.ie bilur, Ku_..u It >. - Aiullery, in. batten.'* Royal Arr.1 wry (gtrrisuntwo 
coinju'i i - It >y i! engineers, fifteen ,iud a-h ill' battalions, infantry and Departmental corps, 

[089] ‘2 F* 
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for a house tax on foreigners as modified by the Egyptian Government, and assented 
to hy the Representatives of the Great Powers at Cairo. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) EDMUND MONSON. 


No. 130. 

Men*)' s. Rothschild and Ron* to Sir J. Paiuicefofe.—(Received December 21.) 

Dear Sir .lulian, New Court, December 21, 1SS5. 

WE have to acknowledge your kind letter of the 19th, in which, by direction of, 
the Marquis of Salisbury, you inform us that a telegram has been received from 
Sir 11. I). WolIT relating to certain matters connected with the administration of the 
Egyptian Domains. 

IVe arc much obliged for this information, which, to a certain extent, agrees with 
a telegram wo have this day received from Cairo. Our message leads us to believe 
that the Egyptian Government did not consider the last offer of the Credit Poneicr a 
practical one, but Messrs. Eouteron and Vincent are to leave Cairo immediately, 
in order to consult Her Majesty’s Government and ourselves on the subject. 

T^pIipvp nip Rrr* 

(Signed) N. M. ROTHSCHILD and SONS. 


No. 131. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 21, 11 A.M.) 

(No. 498. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 21, 1*85, A.M. 

WHEN Egyptian Government, in accordance with advice given in your No. 18 a 
to Sir II. D. Wolff, informed Consuls-General of proposed appropriation of part of 
450,000/. granted under Lord Northbrook’s Budget for reduction of land tax, Consuls- 
General consulted on subject their respective Commissioners of Caisse. 

T understand latter say they have no official intimation of such a reduction 
being assented to by the Powers. 

I venturi'to suggest that your Lordship should put this point right at once hy 
reminding 1 he Governments of the Powers that Lord Northbrook’s estimates, including 
debt reduction, wen* agreed to by them, otherwise Governments may send to their 
Agents here erroneous instructions and cause confusion. 

Minor difficulties may be made later by the Caisse, such as proportion to he borne 
b\ assigned revenues in proposed modifications of taxation, but those matters mat, [ 
trust, be arranged hero by discussion. Only matter urgent is that previously 
referred to. 

Caisse does not as yet. show any political animus in this matter, but merely 
seems anxious to save its responsibility. 


No. 132. 

Mr. Egerton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received by telegraph, December 21.) 

(No. 840. Confidential. Ext. 498.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December 21, 1885. 

I LEARN confidentially that when Nubar Pasha, in compliance with the advice 
of your Lordship, addressed to the Agents of the Powers his Circular of the 13th 
instant respecting the manner of applying the 150,000/. granted in Lord North¬ 
brook’s Budget for the relief of land taxation, the Agents at once consulted their 
respective Commissioners of tin* Caisse.* 

I now learn that the latter say that they have no official intimation of the 
reduction of the 1*50,000/. from the land-tax being assented to by the Powers,f and it 
is possible that there may be hesitation on the part of the Powers, after receiving the 

t No. 134. 


* No. 81. 
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Report of their Representatives respecting this Circular, t*.. admit tliat they ha\. 
assented to this particular sum being deducted from the annual taxes collected. 

But the Report of Lord Northbrook, whose Figures form the basis of the Budget 
assented to by the Powers this spring,'* give*, on page 3, tin sum of -150,000k as 
abatement, and, on page' IS the total sum for land-tax is put at l,GGS,O00/., in .mad of 
5,11 s,000/., in 1881. 

1 therefore \enture to believe that if your laud-ship wci, to think lit to make this 
point plain to the Powers, to whom their Agents will no doubt transmit the observa¬ 
tions of their Commissioners, misunderstandings might la prevented whieh would 
otherwise give rise to delay and great inconvenience. 

T think this point is the main difficulty; questions wldeh may he raised after¬ 
wards, such as the apportionment of the taxation helwemi the assigned and lion- 
assigned provinces, mav, T trust, he found capable ot settlement hy amicable discussion 
on the spot. 

[ am given to understand that the objections of 1 lie Caisse mainly proceed fioin 
their being without official information respecting the figures, and from lh»*ir nm- 
,sequent fear of engaging their responsibility in consenting where they are ii.it suit o! 
the approval of their respective CJovernments. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) IvDWfN 11. EGERTON. 


No. 13 * k 

;Sir It. Drummond WnW' to the Muniui* of Sulisburii.—(Rrcrirrtl December 21, | m.") l\\r.) 
(No. 132.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December '2 1, I8S5, 12’5 i’.M. 

THE Credit Poneier proposal for the Domains is, I think, undesirable. 

N1. de Moutoron and Mr. Vincent propose to go very shortly 1 <> London and to 
discuss whole question with Her Alajcsty’s Government and Messrs. Rothschild. 

I am again obliged to postpone my Financial Report, as the figures of new 
Budget are not yet quite ready, and tin* w hole receipt." of this year are not yet. known, 
owing to a large sum always coming in at end of year. 

1 look on the prospect more hopefully than t did. Daira will probably ha\c a 
much smaller deficit owing to the better prices for sugar. 


No. 151. 

Mr. Eyerlon to the Man/uis of kalisintri/.—(Received December 22.) 

E 

(No. S3.1.) 

Mv Lord, Cairo, December 14, 1885. 

‘ NLT.Ai; PASHA has sent me the inclosed Circular, which lie lias addressed to 
tlie Representatives of the Powers parties to the Financial Convention of the isth 
March. 

This he has done in accordance with the recommendation of your Lordship’s 
despatch No. 18 a to Sir Henry Drummond Wollf of the 13th ultimo. 

lie explains the course which the Egyptian Government consider most beneficial 
to the population, and which they propose to adopt with respect to the £ L. 1-50,000 
granted hy the Convention for the relief of the land, viz., to devote A E. 200,000 to 
the actual abatement of the land tax in the poorer districts of Upper and Lower 
Egypt, and the remaining A E. 250,000 to the abolition ot corvee. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) EDWIN LI. EGEBTON. 


* See lqjypt Finance, Confidential, Section t>7 
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In closure in No. 1.3 L 
Nuhfir Pasha to }fr. Ei/nioa. 

(Cireulairc.) 

M. le Gerant, /m Cuirr, le 13 December, 1885. 

LES Puissances Signataires de la Convention du is Mars, 1885, on ivdui-ant d** 
A E. 5,IIS,000 a A E. 4,008,000 fimpot fonder de f Egypt e, out eu cm vue de soulager 
l’agricniture par un degrevement de £ E. 150,000. 

Le Gouvernenient do Son Alfesse a pensd que Pagrieultuve sera it cerlaiiieimmt 
plus c*flioac<*nie*nt soulagee* par la suppression de la corvee necossairi* clnupie amice 
pour le enrage dcs eanaux ot Tentreticn des digues du Nil. La corvee esl, en diet, un 
inqiot supportc, eomme Piinjiot foneier, par la population agricole smile el qui peso 
lourdement sur die; des milliers de eultivateurs sunt amiuollenioiit obliges de quitter 
lours villages pour so rendre souvent a cinq, six jours de distance suit is de lours 
femmes et de leurs enfants, transportant leur nourriture et tons oecupes an enrage 
des eanaux pendant une periode de quatre it six mois. 

II est facile de eoneevoir les alms qui s’introduisenf dans I’Administration it la 
suite de la confusion qui sc? pvoduit necessaiivment par une telle* levee annuelle 
d’hommos et les pert.es economiques que le pays subit. On pent dire cpie la corvee a 
etc et est le grand alms en Egypte. 

Mais la substitution du travail lib re a la corvee no pout s’effectuer cpie j»ar urn: 
depense suppldmentaire. Le G Oliver no numt. aurait voulu, si cola mil etc possible, 
eonsaerm' toute la somme de £ E, 450,000 it la suppression des comes mais, d’un 
autre cote, unc' reduction de fimpot foneier s’imposant au Gouvernenient, il a pease 
qu’il agirait sagement et on conformity des vrais interets economiques du pays en 
alfeelanf, sur la somme clout il pout disposer, sculement £ E. 200,000 pour reduire 
Fimpot dans h's parties les plus pauvres de la Haute-et de la Masse-Egyiito, ot, a 
maintenir eomme reecltes le restant de la somme, soit A E. 250,000, cpii sera it mis ii la 
disposition du Ministere des Travaux Fublics pour servir a la suppression partielle 
de eet autre impot quo supporte la population agrieole sous la forme* cle corvee. 

J’espeVc que le* Gouvornemont de Sa Majeste trouvera ectte decision conformc a 
1’esprit qui a preside a la determination de ee degrevement, et je* saisis, Ac. 

Le* Ministre des Affaires Ktranghros, 

(Signe) N. NIT MAR. 


Ah, I t )•), 

Mr. lujerton to the Marijuis of Salishun /.— (Received December 22.) 

E 

(No, S35.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December 14, 1885. 

IN reply to your Lordship's despatch No. 3(57 of the* 27th ultimo, I have the 
honour to slate* that the* adhesion of the United State's’ Government to the* Khedivial 
Deere.* of the 27th July, will he officially notified hy the Consul-General toNubar 
Masha to-morrow. 

The note eonve'ying this adhe'sioii state*-, that the Secretary of St at • had hern 
requested by the* Ministers of llu* Great Mowms at Washington not lo withhold it; lliat 
llie 'United States’ Government was disposed to maintain the* me altitude* us 
heretofore towards the* management of Egyptian finances, and would not e'lubarrass the 
Government of the Khedive hy withholding its adherence to the Decree of the 27th 
July, should il appear that such a course* would he in opposition to the* Khedive’s 
w ishes and an obstacle to the aeeoiuplishme'ut of hi" plans for the liepiidation of the* 
Egyptian Debt. 

The Consul-General is therefore* instructed to notify to the Egyptian Governmmit, 
the* adhesion of his Government to the* said l)ecrt*c. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN 11. EGEllTON. 
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Xo. ]:>(}. 

Mr. Eye, Ion to the Manjuis of Salisbury.—(Rrcrircd December 22.) 

(X*). 

My Lord, Cairo, December 15, 1895. 

OX receipt of your Lordship’s telegram Xo. 225 of the 30th September, answering 
my question respect ing the Minor Powers and the house tax, l at onee communicated 
it to M v. Vincent. 

The next st-*p {alien hy the Egyptian Government. was to address a Circular to 
the ConsuL-t ieneral (of which [ inclose a copy) asking them, in order to save time, to 
draw a]) livtv of persons eligible IV>r the Commissions, for tlie case that the elections 
for Delegates fell through. 

This request was taken into consideration a few days ago hy the Consuls-General, 
when the majority of those present considered that the strict letter ol‘Article 2 of the 
Declaration must he conformed to, and that the nomination of Delegates by the 
Consuls could only take plane in ease the elections had already failed, and that 
therefore they could not send their Consuls orders as desired until the Decree was 
published, and it was shown that the election scheme could not he carried out. 

'fhe objection was, 1 though*, a somewhat trivial one, but f could not say that it 
was actually unfounded, though I myself haul immediately acted on the Circular as 

t > ( t 

regard' Her Majesty's Consular officers, to whom I had addressed the letter, copy of 
which is inclosed. 

'fhe Decrees as proposed to be issued have been drawn up, and 1 inclose copies 

herewith. 

The draft Decrees were accepted by the Consuls-General of the Powers Signatories 
of the rinaueial Convention, but have met with object ion from the Representatives of 
the .Minor .Powers, who state that they have no instructions on the subject; the 
Declaration of March, unlike the Decree of July, not having received the assent of 
their Governments. 

Doth Xuhar Pasha and M. do Martino have expressed their belief that the 
simplest and best way of obtaining the adhesions required, would he for Iter Majesty s 
Government to beg the Governments of the Powers who were not Signatories of the 
Declaration of March to send telegraphic instructions to their Representatives to 
accept the Decrees in question. 

The delay in bringing on this question of the house tax was caused hy waiting for 
the return of the various Consuls-General from their summer leaves of absence, but 
the result is that there is little time to spare, as it is important that the whole matter 
should he settled bo fort the 1st January. 

Tin •re nr two circumstances which may have given umbrage in this matter to 
the lleprosciitatives of the Minor Powers here: Pirst, the fact that no mention has 
been made of any but the Great Powers having accepted the Decree of March 1SS1-; 
and, secondly, that the Egyptian Circular to the Consuls-General to ask the co-operation 
of the various Consulates was not addressed to any hut the Representatives of the 
Great Powers, an oversight which 1 have learnt with surprise. 

Resides the objections of the European Secondary Powers, the Persian Consul- 
General, whose colony in Egypt is somewhat numerous, states that, having no 
instructions, he cannot act in the matter. 1 venture to suggest, therefore, that it 
might he well to speak on the subject to the Persian Minister in London, and should 
the Persian Government he justified hy Treaty in opposing for their subjects the 
imposition of a house tax, to cause telegraphic instructions to he sent to their 
Representative here on the subject. 

I have Sea 

(Signed) 1 ’ EDA VIA IE EGEKTOX. 


Inclosure 1 in Xo. 130. 

Nubar Pasha to Mr. Ecjerlon. 

(Oireulaire.) 

M. ]c Gerant, Ee Cairc, le 27 Octobre, 1885. 

ARX. termos de 1’Article 11 do la Convention signee ii Londres le 17 Mars, 1885, 
les Puissances out declare acceptor l’applieation a leurs nationaux du Deeret Khcdivial 
du ld Mars, 1881, eoncernaut l’impot sur la propriety batie, avee eette modification. 


i' ’ - as. ■ *** 
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quo les meinbvos ef rangers des Commissions et Conseils de Revision seraient designes 
par le Consul, dans le eas on les elections resteraient sans resultat ou que les Delegues 
61 us no se present era ienl pas. 

Le Gouvernement Egyptien, se proposant dc mettre ce Deere! en vigueur a partir 
du l l Janvier, 18^0, a du se preoceupcr d’etablir, conformcment a la declaration des 
Puissance's, la procedure la plus simple et la plus rapide. 

En procedaut actucllement au.v elections des Coiiunissions devaluation et de 
Revision, le Gouvernement se heiirtcra. vraisemldablement, eommo on 1881, a 
1’inertie ou an mauvais vouloir des eleeteurs, et les elections n’auraient ainsi aucun 
resultat. On se trouverait aims, d’apres les tenues de la Convention, dans Pobligation 
de suspendre les operations jusqu’a la nomination des Delegues par I’autorite 
Constilaire; de la, des lenfeurs et des retards csscutiellemcnt prcjudieiables aux interets 
communs du Gouvernement et des contrihuablcs. 

Mais cos inconvenients disparaifraieut si, des a present, l’Administration pouvail 
avoir entre les mains deux list os dressces par les soins obligcants du Corps Consulaire 
et portant: 

La premiere, les noms des Delegues pres les Commissions d’Evaluation. 

La deuxiemc, ies noms des Delegues pres les Conseils dc Revision. 

Muni de cos listes, le Gouvernement ponrrait fairc proceder a devaluation et h la 
fixation de fimpot. Si les elections restaient sans resultat ou si les Delegues 61 us ne 
se pres(Mitaieut pas, VAdministration prendrait immediatement sur les listes Consulaires, 
soil par voie de tirage an sort, soit par ordre d’inscription, le uombre de Delegues 
necessaire pour completer les Commissions. Les operations pourraienf ainsi etro 
menees ra)>idement a bonne tin. 

En vue de faeiliter aux autorites Consulaires I’etahlissement de cos listes, le 
Gouvernemcni (ienl a \otre disposition, M. le Gerant, les etats nominatifs des 
proprietaires etrangers, tels qu’ils resultant du reeen.sement des immcubles de 1881, 
et je me permets (le vous (hire parvenir aujourd’liui un Tableau indicatif du nombre 
des Delegues a designer et des localites dans lcsquelles iIs auraient a sieger. La durce 
de leur mandat serait de deux ans, conformement a l’Article t du Deeret. 

Je ne doute pas, M. le Gerant, quo l’adoption de ees mesures ne vous paraisse 
eonforme aux dispositions de la Convention signee a Emulres, et utile aux interets de 
to us. 

Comptant. dans res cireoiistauees, com me toujours, sur votre obligoauf concoius, 
je vous prie d'agreer, &c. 

Le Ministre des Affaires ED-mgercs, 

(Signe) X. NURAR. 


« 


Inclosure 2 in No. 136. 
Commission d’Evaluation. 



Localites cl a i • ^ loquell* s Ion DcKguo*- auront a sieger. 


Nombro des Delegues 
a doMgiH r. 


Minimum. 1 M tximum 


Assiout 

• • 

• • 

• • 

Assiout 

• » 

i 

• 9 

2 f> 





Abou-Zig . . 

$ a 

l 

• 4 

2 5 





Mauf dout ,. 

t • 

• • ^ 

2 5 




i 

Malawi 

• i 

1 

• • 4 

2 o 

i 

Giurgu 

• • 

• • 

i 

l 

• • 

Falil.i 

t • 

• • 

2 5 





PAninim 

• • 

• • | 

2 5 





Soahag 

• • 

1 

• • 

2 5 





(iiurga 

♦ « 

« • ; 

\ 

2 .1 

Kemi 

• m 

• 1 

• • 

Kona 

• • 

j 

• • J 

[ 

2 ’ 5 

Esm 

4 • 

* • 

• • 

1 Ksna 

• • 

i 

i 

1 

• » ' 

2 > 





; Assouan , # 

• « 

• • 

2 ! ■> 


CONSEILS 1)ES REVISIONS. 


L‘ieiilite-5 dans lesquelles les DMcgius auront a sieger. 


Xonibn* 
dcs ])oK gu6s 
a desiguor. 


C ai. o • • • • • • 

Alexandra? 

Gouvenmrat-Gei-rral du Canal 

de Rosette 

,, de Daiuiette 

Moudii iehs de Kuliuubioh . 

„ Menoutieli.. 

,, Beliera 

Gharbioh .. 

,» Dakhalioh , , 

„ Charkieh .. 

Guizeh 
r.oiii-Souef . 

.. Fayoum .. 

,, Minin 

Assiout 
„ Giurga 

Kona 
„ Ksna 


Au siege de la I)aira Baladieh 
Au sie«»e du Gouvernorat . 


Au siege de la Moudirich 


Inclosurc 3 in No. 13G. 

Mr. Ejertnn to Her Majesty's Consuls at Alexandria , Cairo, Suez, and Port Said. 

Sir, Cairo, October 28, 1SS5. 

THE Egyptian Government proposes to enforce, from the 1st January next, the 
Decree of the 13th 31 arch, ISSt, respecting the house tax, as modified by the 
Convention. 

To facilitate this, they desire to he furnished with two lists, drawn up by the 
Consular Body, and showing— 

1. The names of the persons qualified to he Delegates to the “ Commissions 
d" Evaluation.” 

2. The names of the persons qualified to he Delegates to the “ Conseils de 
Revision ” 

1 have to request you to prepare, and to instruct the Consular officers under \our 
jurisdiction to prepare, lists of the British subjects so qualified, in order to be ready, 
when called upon, to take part in forming the lists desired hv the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment. I am informed that facilities will he given for the inspection of the nominal 
returns of holders of real property according to the census taken in 1881. 

[G89] * 2 II 











118 


I inclose a Table showing the number of Delegates to be appointed and the 
localities where they will sit. 

I hare, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosure I in No. 136. 

Projet de De'cret. 

NOUS, Khedive d’Egypte, 

Yu nos Decrets des* 13 Mars et 9 Novembre, 1884 (15 Gamad-Awel, 1301, et 
21 Moharrem, 1302), 

Sur la proposition de notre Ministre des Finances et l’avis eonforme de notre 
Conseil des Ministres; 

Notre Conseil Legislatif entendu; 

Deeretons: 

Article 1". Notre Decret du 13 Mars, 1881, eoncernant l’impot sur la propriety 
batic, dont 1’applieation avait etc suspendue par notre Decret du9No\embre, 1S81, 
est remis en vigueur. 

Art. 2. Cet impot sera du, a partir du T r Janvier, 1886, sur los bases indiquecs 
dans notre Decret du 13 Mars, 1881, sans prejudice de la perception a operor jusqu’a. 
la tin de 1’annee 1883 , eonforinemenl aux lois et reglements anterieurs au Decret du 
13 Mars, 1881. 

Art. 3. Nos Ministres do Flnterieur, des Finances, des Travaux Publics, et de la 
Justice sont charges, chaeun en ce qui le eoneerne, de I’exdcution du present Decret. 

Fait au Palais d’Abdine, le Dcccmbrc, 1885. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 136. 

Projet de De'cret. 

NOES, Khedive d’Kgypte, 

A T u nos Deerets des 13 liars et !) Novemlne, 1881 (15 Gamad-Awel, 13ol, et 
21 Moharrem, 1302), 

Sur la proposition de notre Ministre des Finances et l'avis eonlortne de notre 
Conseil des Ministres; 

Notre' Conseil Legislatif entendu ; 

Deeretons: 

Article l ,r . Notre Doc rot du 13 .Mars, 18s 1, eoncernant Pimpbl sin la propridtd 
batic. dont l’applieation avait etc suspendin' par notre Deerol du t) Nom mbre, Iss J., 
est remis en \ iguour. 

\rt. 2. Cot impel sera du, ii )>artir du I' Janvier, I SSO, sur les luss mdiquecs 
dans notre Decret du 13 Mars, 1SS1. 

Art. 3,. Nns Ministres de Vlntdriour, des Finances, des Travaux Publics, et dr la 
,) listin' sent charges, chaeun en eo qui le eoneerne, do I’execulion du present Decret. 

Fait au Palais d’Abdine, le Dceembre, 1885. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 136. 

Projet de De'cret. 

NOl 8, Khedive d'Kgypte, 

Les Gouvernements d'Allemagne, d’Autrioho-llongvie, do Franco, de la Grande- 
Bretagne, d’ltalio, et de Uussie, ayant accepte I'applieation a burs nationaux, eomme 
aux sujet-s loeaux, do notre Decret en date du 13 Mars, 1 S M G * 5 Gamad- Vwd. 1*»01), 
eoncernant VimpG sur la pmpridid batic, aver la modification dmmodu en 1'Article I" 

du present Decret; 
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Sur la proposition d" notr: Ministre des Finances et l'avis (onfornu d" noire 
Conseil des Ministres, 

Deeretons : 

Article l er . Les membres (Grangers des Commissions d’Evaluation et des Conseils 
de Revision institues paries Articles 1 et 5 du Deere! sus-enonee seront ddsignhs par 
le Consul dans le eas oil les elections resteraient sans resultat, ainsi <|uc dan-, le e is oil 
les Delegates elus nc so prescntcraient pas; si los Delegues du Consul no se pre-entenl 
pas, la Commission d’Evaluation ou lc Conseil de Revision procedera valablemenl en 
leur absence. 

Art. 2. Dans le eas oil les elections, pour les membres indigenes des Commissions 
devaluation et des Conseils de Revision sus-mentionnes resteraient sans n'sultal, 
ainsi que dans lo eas oil les Delegues elus ne se prescntcraient pas, leur designation 
sera faite par le Gouverneur ou par le Moudir. 

Silos Delegues desigues par h* Gouverneur ou le Moudir ne se present cut pas, 
ia Commission ou le Conseil de Revision procedera valablcment en leur absence. 

Art. 3. Nos .Ministres do Flnterieur, des Finances, des Travaux Publics, et de la 
Justice, sont charges, chaeun en ee qui le eoneerne, de lYxdcution du present 
Decret. 

Fait au Palais d’Abdine, le Dceembre, 1885. 


No. 337. 

Sir Ii. Diummond Wolff to the Marquis of Salisbury. —( Received December 22.) 

(No. 111. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Caiio, Decunbei 11, 1885. 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose a copy of a proposal made by the Credit Foncier 
d’Kgypte with respect to the Domains Loan and lands. It is approved hy M. Bouteron, 
hut 1 do not think it finds favour with the Egyptian Government. 

I am preparing a somewhat lengthened Report on the whole question of Egyptian 
finance, which L had hoped to send to-day, hut 1 have been prevented so doing b\ delay 
in obtaining some' necessary documents. 

As l think L shall be abb' to send your Lordship this Report hy next mail, l shall 
delay till then the remarks I have to make on the proposal of the Credit Foncier. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) II. DRUMMOND WOLFF. 


[nelosurc in No. 137. 

Projet jircscnte'par MM. lieyerle' et Snares, Freres. 

LE Gouvenu'iiient Kg\ ptien u’a eessd, depuis cinq amides, d’expvimer Iaconvietinn 
<ji i v les moyens d’aetion dont-il dispose, permettraiont line exploitation des Donmiues 
(li- I’Klat plus fructueuse et plus eeonomique que leur administration pai la Com¬ 
mission Mixte. <lont les pouvoirs sont determines par le eonlrat du 1 Fdvrier, 1879. 

D’un autre' cole, on admel gmieralement que la reslitiuion a la propridtd iudi- 
viduelle des iiimieiisi's superficies do terres, tpii lorment unjoin'd luu los Domaiiu's do 
I'Etat, eoustituoraii uu progres dconomique considerable. 

< )r, 1’i'xploitntion par le Gouvornement et Fulidnatiim ill's tern's sont impossibles, 
on Fetal dos obligations omitr:iotd"s par lo Gouvcrncment Egypticn Olivers MM. do 
I’othschihl ot los port ours do tit res. 

Do tols a vantages sout, on otfet, attaches fi cos obligations que les representants 
des poru'iirs do tikes hs maimienuont ahsolument, ]>our ne pas amoindrir la garantie 
d’un emprun! ijui a did ends par leuivs soins. 

Divenes eoinhiiiaisons out did present da's pour resumin' la question, mais tonics 
laissent des laeimc> of dos iiicortitudos. !1 ost dvidont quo 1' lomhoursomeid do 
Fompruut (loiiniT.iit soul uue solution radioaie; iualh(*ui , cusem'*ut, lc Couvernomoiit. 
Egv ptien ne disposo pas lies resources ndcossnires pour nionor a hion ccttc operation 

I! taut dour rooheroher mi dtablissement iinancier qui so Mihstiktc a MM.de 
Uothsehihl ot aux porteurs do lit res, sans exiger les monies conditions de ga ran ties, 
cYst-a-dire, qui fouriiisso au Gouvevnemeiit Egyptien les funds ndeesxaires au rem- 
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"bouvsemcnt do l'cmpi-unt, moyennant an litre nouveau, qui, cn preseniant aux 
souscrip tours dos garauties serialises, perniette 1 exploitation pai 1 Etat, et suitout 
rondo 1'aoile la veute dos liions Uomaniaux. Si, do plus, cet ^tablissoment n’cxige 
nucunc gavautie nouvcdle, on outre do cellos qui out etc stipuleos a l’Actc du 1" i evrior, 
los a vantages do reparation, on se plaoant au menu' point de vue quo lo Gouvernement, 

deviennent evklonts ct hors do toulo contestation. ^ 

(Vt etablisscmcnt financier existo: Host Hg'ypticn, et il est pret a se charger do 

l'oi (oration. , . , 

Lo Credit Foneier ost on etat d’otVrir a l’Klat Egyptian 4,251,000/. qui, employees 

au rachat d’une sommo dgalo do litres do l’Empvunt Domanial, rondront au Gouverne- 
ment la lilire et immediate disposition d environ ‘100,000 toddans, acfuellemont soumis 
au regime du gage immobilior. 

Cette combinaison a etd suggeree, au cours d nn cutrotien, par M.. lloutoron, 
Commissairc des Doniaino.s de 1’Etat, dont l’cxperienco et la parlaite eonnaissancc des 
questions a I’dtude est la meilloure garantie du sucees do Toperation. M. Bouteron a 
ajonto qu’il ne prevoyait pas quo eo projot donnat lieu u des objections de la pait do 

MM. do Rothschild. ‘ 

Yoiei rdeonomie de ee projet: , 

La Commission dos Uomaines, cn preuant pour base les prix stipules au earner 

des charges redige en 1883, restituera a 1 Etat Lgypticn les 301,25 L loddans designes 
dans l’fitat ei-joint No. 1, contre lo rombmu-soment do 1,251,000/. Elle reservora 
provisoiremont' 103,104 t'oddans ostimes au eahier do-, charges 3,303,091/. ct dont lc 
rondeineni. au point do vue do 1’impot lonoii-r, e-»t de £ L. 10<),G05. 

Le Credit Foncior oilro d’avanoer au (iouverncment Egypticn la somme de 

4,251,000/. moyennant un intiV-t do 0 pour cent Tan. 

Son pret sera simplement garanti par uno premiere hvpothcque sur les 301,000 

feddans, ct il n’exigera aueun gage immobilior. 

Lo service dos obligations const it ucra unc seconclc charge sur les garanties 

actuellcs de l’Emprunt Uomanial. 

Cette operation no constituent pour le Budget Egypticn, qu’iinc charge annuellc 
de £ E. 22,000 (voir Annexe No. 2), et eotto charge n’ost qu’apparonto puisque le 
Gouvernement esperc obtenir ]'ar l’l-xploitatioii direete dos terres liberees, un vondc- 
meut supericur do plus do £ E. 22,000 au rendement actuel. 

Ainsi lo Gouvernement sera nlYranchi du gage, et il aura acquis la lilm* disposi¬ 
tion do biens qui representent: eu superiicie, h-s trois quarts des terres engagecs, en 
valour, los quatro sept ionics environ du montant tic l’emprunt ct en rendement annuel, 

au soul point de vue de l’impbt, £ E. 140,000. 

J1 demeure entendu qu’on 1‘aisant avnncer au Gouvernement une somme do 
4,251,000/. ii des conditions aussi avantageiiM-s, MM. Snares mettent comme condi¬ 
tion qu’ils scront charges de la rente des 304,000 feddans sur des bases analogues 
mix dispositions du contrat preeddemmeut intervenu entre eux, lc Gouverneraent, ct la 
Commission des Uomaines. 

1! v a lieu d’ajouter, cn et qui eoneeme les 103,000 feddans conserves par la 
Commission des Uomaines, quo la licjnidation pourni <>n otre fade tres aisomenl et 
dans mi avonir proclaim. Au fur et it mosurc de la vonte des 301,000 loddans il 
suHiia, en diet, d’en alleeter sneeessivement le produit au rachat des 103,000 loddans 

restant. 

Dans cos conditions, il ost pormis dVsporer quo, dans un tres petit nombre 
d’annccs, le Gouvernement sera remis entievement en possession de la totalite des 
Uomaines et atteindra ainsi lc but auquol il tend dopuis longtemps. 

Le 5 Dccembrr, 
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Etat No. I 


• 

Premier Lot. 


■ Deuxieme Lot. 


Feddans. 

£ F. 



Feddans. £ E. 

Beiiklbifk 

14,888 

267,407 

Ashment 

• • 

28,328 464,113 

Ikuoum 

46,131 

500,088 

Bourdein 

• • 

12.667 1 380.208 

Bedreshm 

11,281 

210,(>2‘J 

Tell-llauin ., 

• • 

6,079 j 279,592 

Chou bra 

3,oo; 

186,005 

Ilehya 

• • 

7,3 SI ( 228,918 

Abou-Kebir 

.. 11,55 1 

107,189 

Santa 

• • 

18,018 699,083 

Tommay 

12,373 

187,613 

Hayatem 

• • 

10,425 473,874 

Talka 

6,423 

162.815 

Atiav 

• • 

9,893 287,410 

Riw-el-Khalig .. 

5,680 

00,261 

(bibaies 

• • 

10 825 257,042 

Bieleb 

32,190 

126,110 

De^sounes , . 

i • 

10,087 232,793 

Beleas 

15,202 

150,707 




Mancloura 

20,831 

1 19,251 




Besbbkh 

23,090 

287,680 




Dogmeira 

20.014 

185,197 




Saka . 

10,103 

516.(08 




Mess i r 

17,110 

221,750 




Safi a . 

.. 8,562 

367.821 




lvO\\ incli 

.. 22.819 

848,801 

i 



Aslnnoun 

. * 3.002 

75,180 

l 




301,254 

1.2 31,616 

i 



108.101 3, .'>08,093 


Rkcapitulatjox. 


Premier Lot 

• • 

• a 

Feddans. 

304,254 

£ K. 

4,251.616 

Par Feddan. 

> p. r. 

1 1,897 

Deuxieme Lot 

•« 

• • 

o 

o 

N— 

3,303,098 

8.200 




107,358 

7,55 1,739 

i 1,850 

i 

1 


Etat No. 2. 


Capital. 


inti rets. 





£ 

, t i-:. 

1* K. 

Situation au 51 Ikeombiv. 1881 

«• 

• • 

7,642,120 



Amorti a ee jour 

• • 

• • 

130,220 



lu a < i jo ll • • 

• • 

• « 

7,51 1,900* 



Soit, en £ E&vption . 

• « 

• • • 

• > 1 

7,324,101* 

360,205 

Premier Lot 

• « 

• • 

• • 

4.251,646j 

212,582 

Reste a amort ii 

t • 

• • 

• • 

3,072,456 

153,623 

5 pour cent 

• • 

t % 

• « 

158,623 



Situation acfuell *. 


Coupons ,, # < 

Anuuite Tewfida Ilanem 


£ K. 4,251,0 1G, a G pour cent. . • 
£ K. 8,072,456, & 5 pour cent. •• 


Difference .. 


Situation nouvcUe. 


£E. 

.. 360,000 

,. 2(>,000j 


.. 255,000 

.. 153,000 


£ E. 

380,000 

•408,000 

22,000 


* Il y a lieu de diduiic £ E. 21,002, repn-entant les sotnmes rcslant dues Mir les rentes a terme. 
f On suppose qui' li> obligations sennit aebeties au pair; il est probable cependant, qu’il y auia un leger 
LGuefiee qui reduiia d’.iutant le reste it amort it 

J La nouvelle combinaison d<\aut diminuer les tVais generaux d’exploitation des Domainos dans une 
propoitiou consult table, les IbmU de rouleim nt puurra supporter une diminution de 110,000 Hires, tjui scront 
arteett^ au rcmbourscmeiit tie l’Kinprimt Teulida llanem. 

[G8D] 2 I 
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No. 13S. 

Mr. Stuart to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 22.) 

(No. 110.) 

My Lord, The Hague, December 20, 1885. 

I CALLED yesterday upon At. de Karncbeek, and informed him that I had been 
instructed by your Lordship to request, the Netherlands Government to authorize their 
Representative at Cairo to examine and accept the Decree respecting the house tax on 
foreigners in Egypt, which had been modified by the Egyptian Government, as 
required by the Financial Declaration signed in London on the 17th Alarcli last, and 
been submitted to the Representatives of the Great Lowers at Cairo, who had given 
their assent to it. 

I at the same time handed to his Excellency a note verbale which I had prepared 
in the above sense. 

AI. de Karncbeek said that he had not yet seen the text of the Decree in question, 
but that lie would probably receive a copy of it within the next few days from the 
Netherlands Representative at Cairo, and that he would then give his early attention 
to it, adding that, although he could not undertake to accept it before seeing it, he 
supposed, from your Lordship’s description of its purport, that it was not likely to 
give rise to objections on the part of the Netherlands Government. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) AY. STUART. 


No. 139. 

Mr. Fane to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 23, 3’50 p.m.) 

(Telegraphic.) Brussels, December 23, 1885, 2'18 P.m:. 

AVTTLl reference to your telegram of the 18th instant, the Belgian Government 
have telegraphed to their Agent and Consul-General at Cairo that he is authorized 
to accept Decree for house tax on foreigners as soon as Egyptian Government ask him 
t.o do so. 


No. 110. 


Mr. Monson to the Munjuiof Salisbury.-—(Received December 23.) 


(Telegraphic,) 


YOUR telegram of lbtli. 


Copenhagen, December 23, 1885. 


AI mister for Foreign Affairs believes that Iiou.se Tax Decree has not been com¬ 
municated as yet to the Danish Consul-General at Cairo, to whom he writes this day 
Cntil it is communicated this Government can take no action. 


No. 111. 

Mi. Mon.'.on to tin- Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received by telegraph, t)m emla > 23.) 

(No. 181. Ext.) 

Alv Lord, Copenhagen, Du ember 23, 1HS5. 

AYLT11 reference to my despatch No. 170 of the 19th instant, in which L reported 
having addressed a note to the Danish Minister for Foreign Affairs, in which 1 stated 
the desire of Her Alajesty’s Government that the Danish Representative in Egypt 
should be instructed to examine and accept the Decree, as modi lied by the Egyptian 
Government, relating to the house tax on foreigners, 1 have the honour m inclose copy 
of a note which I received to-day from his Excellency, informing me that ho believes 
that the Decree in question has not yet been communicated to the Danish Consul- 
General at Cairo; and that it is, «»f course, impossible for the Danish Go\eminent to 
take action until such communication has been madia 

Baron llosenorn-Lehn adds that he is writing at once upon th-• - ibjoet to the 
Danish Consul-General. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) EDAll’XD .MONSON. 
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In closure in No. 1 1]. 

M. Vedel to Mr. Monson. 

AL le Alinistre, Copenhague , le 23 December, 1S85. 

PAR votre lettre du 19 du courant vouz avez bum \oulu m’exprimer le desir do 
votre Gouvernement que le Gotnernement du Roi autorise sou llepresentant an Cairo 
a examiner et a acceptor le Decrct Khedivial relatif a lctablissoment d’un impbt sur 
les iiumcubles appurtenant a des etrangers, tel quo ce Decrct vieut d’etre modi lid par 
le Gouvernement Egypticn. 

En reponse, j’ai I’honneur de vous informer que le Gouvernement du Uoi no 
commit pas lo Decrct en question. J’ai tout lieu de croire qu’il n’a jamais etc 
communique an Consul-General du Roi en Kgypte, auquel j’ceris aujourd'lmi a ee 
sujet. Vous eomprenez, AI. le Alinistre, que taut que le Gouvernement du Uoi u’aura 
pas refu communication du Decrct, il no pourra j>as venir au devani du desir exprimtj 
dans votre lettre. 

Je prolite, &c. 

(En V absence du Alinistre), 

(Signe) T. VEDEL. 


No. 142. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Maid.* 

(No. 553 .) 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 23, 1885. 

I TRANSA1IT to you herewith a copy of a note which l addressed on l be 25th 
August last to the Representatives in London of the Powers parties to the Convention 
of the 18th ALarch relative to Egyptian finance, proposing a eertain course of pro¬ 
ceeding in regard to llic ratification of that Convention. + 

The ratification of the French Government lias already been recchod, and the 
Italian Government have intimated their assent to Ihc course suggested. The other 
Governments concerned have not as yet replied. 

I have to request that you will call the attention of the German Minister for 
Foreign Affairs lo tlit* matter, and to the expediency of completing the ratification of 
the Convention at an early date. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 113. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir Clare Ford. 

(No. LO. Treaty.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, Deremhi 23, 1SS5. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 51, Treaty, dated the 11th instant, and 
reporting that the Spanish Alinister in Loudon will he authorized to sign the 
Declaration of Adhesion to the Khodhial Decree of the 27th -lul; last relative 
to Egyptian finance. 

Iler Alajesty's Go\eminent, have learned with pleasure that the Spmisli Govern¬ 
ment consent to join the other Powers in agreeing to the arrangement which lias been 
made for the relief of the Egyptian Government from their financial difficulties. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


* Also to Sir 15. Morier (No 44‘g), Sir W. While (No 4SC), «iml M- lMupps (>». 27'>). 

t feei (,’oiilit.eiitial No oJob, ]>. Oli, No. ItHi. 
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No. 1 It. 


^Tv Lord Stockholm, December 21, 18S3. 

ON receipt of your Lordship's telegram of the 19th instant on that day, I 
immediately addressed a not*' to the Minister lor Foreign Aflairs, urging tlie Swedish 
and Norwegian Government to authorize their Agent at Cairo to examine and accept 
the modification by the Egyptian Government of the house ta\^ on foreigners, as 
required by the Financial Declaration signed in London on the 37th March last, to 
which the Representatives of the Great Powers at Cairo had given their consent. 

I saw Count Ehrensvard to-day, and he told me he considered that, as the 
Swedish and Norwegian Goa eminent* had agreed to the Declaration in regard to the 
finances of Egypt, as requested in the collective note which the Ilepresentatives of the 
Great Powers'at Stockholm had addressed to the Goa eminent, there Avould be no 
dillicult\ as regards the present question; hut before authorizing their Agent at Cairo 
to accept the modifications he desired to be acquainted A\ith the terms of the Decree, 
and he had telegraphed to Count Piper for information on the subject. 

X have &c. 

(Signed) ‘ ’ EDWIN CORBETT. 


Mr. Corbitt the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received December 24.) 


mime 


No. 145. 


(No. 954.) 

Sir 

I TRANSMIT to 


The ;\hiiijius of Salisbury to Sir ./. II ulshum . 1 

Foreign Office, December 2 4, 4885. 


your Excellency herewith a copy of a despatch from Her 
and Consul-General at Cairo, forwarding copy of a communi- 


Majestv’s Acting Agent and Consul-General at Cairo, lorwardmg copy ot a communi¬ 
cation‘from Nubar Pasha to the Representatives of the Powers at Cairo as to the 
manner in which the Egyptian Government propose to apply the 150,000/. allowed for 
the reduction of the taxation on land.f The intention is that a portion of this sum 
should be devoted to actual reduction ol taxation, and that the rest should be 
employed in relicAing the agricultural population from the far heavier burden imposed 

by tin* corvee. . . . 

Her Majest\'s Government beliesthis latter measure to be eminently judicious, 

and one which is likely to have more ad\anta_,eou. (Leal results, in dm eloping agi cul¬ 
ture and improving the })osition of the fellaheen, than a mere reduction of taxation. 
The \ do not doubt that it will ha\e the approval of other Governments 

*Mr. Egerton has, however, reported by telegraph that the Consuls-General Inning 
consulted the Commissioners of the Caisse do la Dette Puhlique, the latter stall' that 
the\ have no official intimation of the Poavoi-s Inning assented to this reduction, 

‘ i ],ave to request that you will bring the matter to the notice of the Government 
to which you are accredited, and will point out that the reduction in question formed 
an essential part of the Budget estimates framed b\ Lord Northbrook, and forwarded 
for communication to the Powers in Lord Granville’s Circular despatch of the 6th 
December, 1881. Those estimates weie accepted by the French Goa eminent in their 
counter-proposals contained in M. Waddingtons note ol the 17th .January, 188,i, a\ ith 
some modifications which do not affect the present question. M. Waddington’s note 
states that the calculations are “tout en admettant les evaluations do recettes et les 
(le"*reA ements (Pimpot- consignes dans le Rapport d(' Lord Northbrook.” The counter¬ 
proposals of tin' French Government formed the basis of the Arrangement eventually 
concluded, and llcr Majesty's Government cannot conceive that there is any doubt as 
to the acceptance by the Rowers of the reduction of the burdens on land together with 
thi'other features ol the scheme. 

They trust that the several Governments will send instructions to their Represen¬ 
tatives which will clear up am doubt which mav exist on the subject in the minds 
cither of the Agents and Consuls-General or of the Commissioncis of the Caisse. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) S ALISHER Y. 


* AUo to Sn J. S. Lur.ili \ (No. 318 ), Su It. .Moiur (No S30a), Sir \i. M.iii-t (No. oi>'J ), ami .Mr. J'hi|.j>s 

(No -71) 

t No 13-1 








Mr. Fane to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 26.) 


(No. 1G9.) 

My Lord, /haw/s, Decemln j 23, 1885. 

ON receiving your Lordship’s telegram of thelstli instant, 1 addressed to the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs a request that the Belgian Agent and Consul-General at 
Cairo might be authorized to examine and accept the Decree for taxing the house 
propertv of foreigners in Egypt, which, having been modi lied as rcquiied bv the 
Financial Declaration signed at London on the 17th March last, had received the 
consent of the Powers who were parties to that Declaration. 

Yesterday I called at the Foreign Office, and (Prince do Caraman being absent) 
saw Baron Lumbermont, who was good enough to say that instructions on the subject 
should be sent to the Belgian Agent by telegraph, and to-duv I have received the 
note, of which a copy is inclosed, stating that, although the Decree in question had 
not vet been communicated 1o Prince do Caraman, nevertheless his Excellency, 
wishing to do w hat was agreeable to Her Majesty's Government, had telegraphed to 
the Belgian Agent at Cairo tint he was authorized to accept it whenever the Khedive’s 
Government addressed to him a note to that effect. 

I have, Ac. 

(Sispied) E DMU N1) FANE. 


Inclosure in No. 1 Mi. 

The Prince de Caraman to Mr. Fane. 

Mill 1st ere des Alfa lies Eh anr/ires, lieu relies, 
M. le Charge d’AIVaircs, le 'Sii De'eemlae, * 

PAR Ettredu 19 de co mo is, vous vouloz bien me (hire sav oir quo le Gouv emo¬ 
llient du Khedive a modi tie le Beerel concernant Fnupol sm la propriety batie 
eonformemeut a la Declaration Financierc signee a Londres le 47 Mars dernier; vous 
ajouto/ quo le Dec rot dout il s’agit a etc sounds aux Eepivsenlauts de rAllemagnc, 
de I’Autiiche-llongrie, do la Grande-Bretagne, do 1’Untie, do la Russie, ot ih* la Turqnie, 
an Cairo, qui tons v out thumb leur asseutimonf. 

C’est dans cos conditions quo lo Principal Secretaire d’Etat de So >! :j. -le pour les 
AlVaires Etrangeres vous a charge de m'cxprimer li> desir quo le Gouveriu'inent du 
Roi autorise le Reprcsentant de Sa Majesty au Cain* d'examinor et d’aeeepter le 
Decret. 

Les modilie.itions apportbes aux mesurex [irises par le Khbdive sous la date du 
43 Mars, ISM, ue me sont pas itieoumies dans lour eusemhh', jmisqu’elles se trouvent 
indiquees dans la Declaration du 17 Mars, 1885, dout son Excellence Mr. Vivian 
m’a transmis le lexte eu annex*' a sa h'ttr*' du 28 Aout dernier, Mais jusqu’iei 
1*' Gouvei nement de Sa Majyste n’a pas rccu du Goiiveriu'ment Egvptien le dit 
Deeret. 

Quoiqu’il eu suit, dans la vm* de fair*' chose agreahle au Cabinet do Londres, je 
viens de irlbgvaphier a l'Agent do Belgique au Cairo qu'il est autorise a 1'aeei'ptor 
lorsque 1>‘ Gouv ernemeiit Kliedivial lui en aura adressb la deiiiaiuk. 

Agree/., Ac. 

(Pour l*' Ministry), 

Le Secretaire-General, 

(Signe) Baron LAM BERMONT. 


No. 117. 

Mr. Eyer ton to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received Decewbei 28.) 

(No. 847.) 

My Lord, Cniio, December 21, 1883, 

SINCE writing my despatch No. 8 Ml | have received the inclosed from the 
British Commissioner of the Caisse, which gives more details respecting the con¬ 
siderations which maybe placed before the Powers Irom lionet*, with reference to 
[689] * 2 K 
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Nubar Basha’s Circular of the 13th, respecting the application to the reduction of 
corvee of part of the 150,000/. granted for the relief of land taxation. 

[ have, &c. 

(Signed) 13 DWIN li. PGERTON. 


Inclosure in No. 117. 

Mr. Money to Mr. Eijrrlon. 

11 y dear Egerton. Cairo, December 21, 1885. 

T THINK then'may l)e some trouble' with the Powers in connection with the 
letter addressed by the liovernment to the Consnls-General in re the disposal ot the 
economies resulting from the adoption of Lord Northbrook's Budget figures. 

I think it therefore well to point out to you how the question may possibly he 

looked at. 

The Government letter starts hy assuming that the Lowers have consented to a 
reduction in the total of the land tax of 450,000/. Lt then argues that as this reduc¬ 
tion is cut indy for the benefit of the fellah, il it can he shown that a modification of 
what was consented to would he still more for his benefit, such modification should be 
approved of. 

The modification proposed is to reduce the land tax to less than halt tin' amount, 
of 150,000/., to collect the remainder and employ it in paying for work now taken hy 
force and gratis from the fellah on the corvee system. 

The first point to consider is: Will the Powers accept as perfectly correct the 
statement that they have agreed to a reduction of taxation of 150,000/., that is, to the 
abandonment of a sum which otherwise would have been collected, and a largo portion 
of which it is now proposed to collect ? 

As I understand, what the Powers did was to accept, as a basis of the calculations 
leading to tin' Convention arrangement. Lord Northbrook’s figures ol the land tax 
for 1885. Clearly these figures represented in Lord Northbrook’s mind available 
resources, i.e., money which would all be realized; this is evident lrom the absence in 
his Budget of anv sum as “Tmpots irrecouvrables," an item which figured in tin* 
Budget of 1884 for 200,000/. If is aim pro\ed by the totals shown proved also by 
the regular Budget for 1885, in which the dt main! for land tax is put down at 
5,131,5S1/., from' which “ Impels irrecouvrables,-' 15(5,501/., art' deducted, leaving 
1,075,010/. as available resources. 

Lord Northbrook’s figures for 1885 are LOGS,000/., or even less. 

These last, being the figures 1 lie Powers accepted, how is it calculated that such 
accept a nee implies consent to flit* reduction ol 150,000/. in the land tax ( 

Thus : 

The Budget lor 18 s I was as follows : — 

£ 

Ilriimtui for liinil tax .. ., .. .. .. •• •• •>.118.(100 

Irm-uvaialik- taxes .. .. .. .. •• -OO.ooO 


CalruLn .1 no: li turns 


•, • no 


Th(' diiTerenee between Lord Northbrook's figures and the g"'- s domain! lor 1881, 
5,118,000/., is 150,000/. 

It follows, therefore, that this reduction of 150,OOtt/. is the diilercmv I ctueeit the 
m|hs. demand of one year, 188 |, and the net demand or estimated actual rolledions of 

another year, 1885, and following years.* 

IT tin* iMunpnmon writ* nuulr brtwivn 111<* o! Lord Northbrook, the 

estimated colled ions and the actual collections of 188-1, the dilVerettce would nol he 
150,UOU/., hut 315.331/. (see p. 2 . f the Oomptes Comparitifs du Gouvornomont 

ftgyptien, printed this year). _ . 

Now. as long its the original intention, limited to icduction ol taxation, was 
adhered to, all this mattered little. It had not been specified liow- much was reduced. 
Oulv a certain sum had been approved ol lor ucmattd and collection in laud taxation 
—the difference between that sum and (lie demands of pre\ions years would lie partly 
a dilleremv of amount of tax imposed, partly irrecoverable item- or what the Preach 
call " non-\aleurs," 'l lie real point would be the imn-doic: n ; oil-collection ol 

more than a specified 

* Ot course what Lout Noilhbrm.U eonUanplutecI was that, after careful r. "n- 1 .ulju-t-n. nt-. the 

deumml and collections should he tin Mtui”. 
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But llu* situation is I In* moment tl 1 o dMVronee between Lord North- 

l)ioolv S Llli s 11 lid lll( > gross demands of a previous year is considered as a mluetiou 
of 150,000/. hard cash, proceeds of taxation, of which* 250,000/. is still to be collected 
to buy oil so much corvee. To make the ease clearer, suppose that it were proposed 
to deal with the whole 150,000/. as with 250,000/. of it, that is, to colled it all, what 
would be the result.' Not that the collections of tin* year would then amount to 
exactly the same sum as in 188L (which they would do if *150,000/. were the reduction 
of the amount of tax taken), hut would amount to 131,0(5(5/. more. 

Or, put the matter differently. Tt, is proposed now to collect 250,000/., and to 
reduce 200,000/. of taxation. But are there 200,000/. available for such reduction ? 
Taking 1881- as our guide, till the irrecoverable balances, or “non-valems,” must first 
he allowed for, and then there would only remain for real reduction of taxation 
payments, (in,3317. Tf 200,000/. he really reduced. Hit' reduction will exceed the. 
amount available for reduction, i.e., the collections would then not come up to the 
figures accepted hy the Powers-—Lord Northbrook’s Jigures. 

I have reason to think that the considerations above stated will lit' placed before 
the Powers, though probably not so fully as 1 have put them heft ire you. The 
Powers, therefore, may make difficulties at accepting the present proposals of the 
Egyptian Government. Should they, however, agree, the only dillieultv (lien would 
lie as to the localities of the collection of the 250,000/., alTeeted or non-alToctcd 
provinces. But this will, no doubt, he capable of amicable adjustment, once the 
Powers have pronounced themselves. 

Yours, &c. 

(Signed) A. MONEY. 


No. 118. 

Mr. Eyerlnn to the Mart/uis of Salisbury.—(Received December 28.) 

(No. 818.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December 21, 1885. 

FOB facility of reference, I asked M. Ornstcin for certain statistics respecting 
the Domains, which he has most obligingly drawn up and given to mi'. I inclose two 
copies herewith. 

Prom this your Lordship will set' that the expenses of the Central Administration 
have grown, notwithstanding that less land is directly cultivated than lormerly, which 
obviously proves the existence of the extravagance of administration of which the 
Egyptian Government, as Hie great sufferers, so loudly complain. 

If is necessary to add to the expenses of the Cenlval Administration, pul at 
51),002/. in 1885, the expenses of the Administrations of the ‘Mofliches” or farms, in 
which Iasi year 8,055 persons were employed at an annual cost of s3.17B/. 

The increase of charge for taxation in LSS0 was owing to tlie abolition of (ho 
Moukahala, a very serious blow to this great property. 

The diminution in the charge for debt and sinking fund in 18S.5 is consequent on 
tin' 5 per cent, deduction on flit' coupon and the suspension ol the sinking fund, 
granted hy the Bowers this spring, without which this year’s total deficit of the, 
Domains would stand at 313,1(58/., instead of 28!), 1(58/., as in flit' inclosed Table. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) EDWIN 11. EGEBTON. 



Tn closure in Xo. HR. 


% 



Mr, Eqnion to I Ik Mtnquis of SoUsbui //.— {Rvcvucd Dercmbn 28.) 


E 

(No. 849.) 

My Loiil, Conn. Docnnhn 21,1885. 

TILK1A] rcpvesewtnthe^ < *' (he h>veii;n community at Alexandria, Alt ssrs. \nto- 
aiadis, Slavin’, and (loussin calle'l on mo to-day. and leaving mo tin 1 inclosed 
representation, o(* which they ha i left oj wove 1 about to leave, identic copies with the 
Agents ol* the Powers, they lold nu tley object, in tin 1 proposed 1)( ( hm‘ loi taxing the 
house** of ioieigueis,' to tin 1 inajmih i « th 1 l'oi)"iii^'i)ie of \aluation being practically 
in the nomination of t Ik 1 (io\miuMit. t >the living at lit yenixj of* tin* period during 
which the valuation w ill hold good , ami they con-idi red that the (hnernment which, 
in Alexandra at least, loa\os to local gem m>m 1\ di lies which, tailing the establish- 
m nt oi a M unieipalit y, il should umleitnkc itself, should allow to bo spent in each 
town a part of the sum which it raised by smh taxes as the house tax. 

(iovernmrnt had already used the octroi for its own purposes. 
f l'hev said tho\ were encouraged to believe that the ronsuls-(Je»M ral v\< uld take 
*heir complaint into consideration. 

When I told them I thought th<'\ would ha\e done better to have addressed 
themselvo- dim i]\ {., th.> Egyptian (lovmimcnl, iusleid ol Hist going to tin* loieigu 
Liopreseutatiu s, the\ said ii Hit-;, n ,d done sol In \ would li.no boon mot with a /ion 
/iomuiiiii' and a lolotoixv to 1 he de-mion of tho l\m 01 s |his spring. 

I told them also tint (heir o!»joo1 ions ono ol wldoli.tlial ol tlio ]><m iod for w liieli 
tlio valuation is to ho valid, sronn d ' i li no muih' oiouud. should lune been made after 
The publication of tIn* Decree ol i\lareli lsst. Titov wore in tlio wrong for waiting 
until now, when that Decree had rocoi\ od the sanction ol the Powers. 

I send this co|>\ of the Pel ii ion home for the sake ol reference in ease, as is 
probable, 1 may li.no to addiess mvself (o vour Dorddiip on lliis waiter. 

I base, Ac. 

(Signed) EDWIN LI. EUEJITON. 


Inelo-ure in No. 1 fO. 


Lotto «(/r/r<\w</ to l'/. Ih/nton In/ Alruinrfnun Mnth 

M. 1 Ygont et Consul-tieuei.il, Al“>mtrine, In 20 Dt'cnnln<•, PiSd. 

L’( )P1N l< >N publiqtiu s'( v| , iw iu< nt eiline des limiti <pii eireulejit an sujet do la 
proeltaine applieation di s pnqe.s du (( m\ornemeid Pgvpl'ou on ee qui eoneerne 
Pimjidl sur les piopriotm holies. Phisioiirs reunions s’en soul sunies ol mi grand 
nomine do |>i'o|>netaires nous out charge do les representor el do piotdger en cette 
eireoiistance lours interop legitimes. 

Appolee it supporter d’une manieie direele des ohaigos (lout (die etait jusqu’ici 
exemptee, 1 i \ i11 < d \lexundne a le droit do parlioiper dans une juste mosure uu\ 
avanhige-. (pu eu sont 1 eorollaiie 

I! est (rop not nirc, oiallieureusoment, qiiocotte idle so (mine dam do\ eonditiom 
deplorahh's an point do \ no do Pent ret ion, do lit propioto, ( I d • Phvgiene Pile so 
troinernit dans un ehn plus dosastrou' eieaiu s', lo eommotco Europcon, dans le sein 
du(|U(d on no oompto pas pen d< gros piopi ielaircs. no s'dtaif mis \ obmlairemciit a 
eontrihution pom Itii \enir <ai aide 

< )r, serait-il pish do I mv, , uni(|uement an liasard do ta\os volonlairos, et pat 
consequent re\ oeahl. s. le dd\oloppi menl la sante, Pe\isten< e memo. pout-otro, (Pune 
\ ille qui doit eont i iInter au\ clingi' do I’Kiat r 

Nous ero\ ii'd t ape eijuite (pie h's ihiropeons propri ‘taires{PiiniiK'iihles urhains 
soient atlmis an scin dm Commissions chargees do li\er l’assiette (le l’impot id ee dam 
line mosure plus large quo cello indiqubo dans le Deeret el le I’egleinent tpi’on si 
piopose d*appli(|uer; ipi’um'part ii‘(lit uou\»d impot soil a licet ee it Pemh(dlissement, it 
I’cat n t ii'ii, et suitout a I’assainissement tie la \ ille; (pu> les Europiaais elisent eux- 
nliaues les peisonnes tjui donent ]tremlre p r< i I'exeen'ini do cos mesitres (1 an 
eontrdh* des depmiscs. 

Lit wms soumettant h's (omidcrations d’ordie general (pu piccedeut, nous ttvons 

* St i \um It* I ot l)i i et* ot M.u’iii 13, I8 V 4. i» i l 7 Lui" »*t Dtt u t>,” I8S4 

} Ihut. t 7 

[f.Sbj 2 di 
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la l'crmr conviction quo vous, M. 1’Agent et Consul-General, et vos collogues, en 
appreeierez la justesse et leur preterez votre bienveillant appui taut aupres clc vos 
Gouvemeineuts qu’aupres du Gouvemement Kgyptien. 

Dans cet espoir, nous avons l’honneur, &c. 

(Signe) JACQUES V. MENASSE. 

CI1. G. ZERYFDAKJS. 
JEAN ANTONI ADIS. 
GOUSSIO GEO. 

G. STAGNl. 


No. 150. 


Sir H. Drummond Wolff' to the Martinis of Salisbury.—(Receded December 2- s .) 

(No. 121. Most Confidential.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December 21, 1885. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. Ill of the 1-ttli instant, I regret fo have to 
state to your Lordship that tain unable to forward by this post my Deport on the 
finances. The calculations for the next year's Budget are not yet complete, and the 
Returns of revenue* for this year cannot be till later ascertained, a large port ion of 
the taxation, varying from 1,000,000/. to 1,500,000/., being only now in the course of 
collection. 

F am happy to be able to state, with, however, e\erv reserve, that 1 do not think 
the financial prospects of Egypt are so gloomy as they recently appeared. 

The deficit in the Da'ira revenues has been caused by tin* low prices of sugar, 
owing principally to the cultivation of beet-root sugar in Germany. These prices are. 
at present not so low as they were, and the Dai'ra administration looks forward to a 
considerable decrease in this deficit. Resides this, the works projected by Colonel 
Scott-Moncrieff will considerably enhance the value of some of their lands. Thus, with 
a little breathing time, it may be hoped that the Dai'ra deficit may hereafter cease to 
become the burden it lias hitherto pro\cd to the general finances Against this must, 
however, be placed the agricultural depression caused by a defective cotton crop and 
tin' lowering of the price of cotton. 

The proposal of the Credit Foncier cannot, i think, be entertained, ll was based 
on an advance of 1,251,000/. to the Egyptian Government for the purpose of redeeming 
from the Domains administration 304.000 feddaus of the inferior land now pledged 
to the Domains Loan, and the future management of this property by the ordinary 
machinery of the Government. It was proposed to charge G per cent, on this 
advance instead of 5 percent, now paid, thus adding a permanent charge of some 
1-2,000/. to the debit of the Government. Ronds of the Domains Loan would then 
have been purchased or redeemed, giving rise to great speculation, nil element lobe 
particularly avoided. The remaining fedda us of tin 1 best land would still have to be 
administered by the Domains administration with a largely decreased stall’, and they 
would produce, according to the estimates of M. Boutero :1 , sufficient. <>r nearly 
sufficient, to meet tin; remaining charges. It was Urns calculated that although an 
additional lived burden was placed on the Egyptian revenue, the deficit now existing 
could be considerable reduced bv the direct administration In the Go\ernmeni of tie* 

l t «' 

301,1)00 feddans and the self-supporting resources of the rest. 

But 1 do not believe that tin* (''redit Foncier is in a position, to use a financial 
phrase, to take the 1,251,000/. “ firm,'' and some of tin* principal officers of the Insti¬ 
tution are of the same opinion. 

There would, therefore, necessarily be a public issue, most undesirable at the 
present moment, especially as the obligations of tin* establishment proposing to issue 
are just no a at a considerable discount, xiz., the 5 per cent, bond is at so. 

Further, the arrangement would practically result in the creation of two Domain 
Loans instead of one, the perpetuation of the Domains administration, even if at a 
reduced cost, and, perhaps, tin 1 necessity of a second one to control the administration 
by the Government of the 301,000 feddans. 

There are many more arguments against the scheme, on which 1 need not detain 
your Lordship's attention. Rut there is one of a political ehar.ieh r, which is wry 
important. The Credit Foncier, though nominally an Egyptian institution, is entirely 
under the control of the great French financial Gompanies: the Soviete Generate, the 
Credit Lyonnais, the Bampie des Fnys-Bas, and the other Associations which have taken. 
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a groat part in Egyptian financial affairs. One of the conditions of the scheme was the 
mortgaging of the 301,000 feddans to the Credit Foncier, which already holds private 
mortgages over 132,000 feddans. By accepting the scheme, the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment would he pledging to a French Company tracts of land which, with the private 
mortgages, would amount to about a tenth part of the land of Egypt, while the 
remaining 101,000 feddans would remain not only pledged to, but administered by, 
the Domains administration, in which the French element is predominant. 

Roth on financial and political grounds, therefore, I do not think the plan is such 
as to recommend itself to the favour of Her Majesty’s Government. 

I beg to inclose copy of a Memorandum by Mr. Gibson on tbe subject. 

At the same time, 1 am entirely of opinion that more can be made out of these 
lands than is at present the ease. The management of large ('stall's by a centralized 
administration is elearlv not so advantageous as the farming out of the land" in 
moderate holdings. 

This system, which, 1 believe, prevails in the property of the Dai'ra, lias answered 
well, and it is advocated, as your Lordship is aware, by Nubar Pasha for the estates of 
tbe Domains. M. Routeron admits the advantage of the system, but very properly 
insists on precautions being taken against the letting of the lands to cultivators who 
might prove careless or insolvent. 

It has, therefore. been suggested that M. Routeron should proceed to Europe 
with Mr. Vincent to discuss the whole question with Her Majesty's Government and 
Messrs. Rothschild, and J confess I myself see considerable benefit to he dcri\ed from 
such a course. 

T have &c 

(Signed) ‘ ’ II. DRUMMOND WOLFF. 


Inclosure in No. 150. 

Memorandum by Mr. Gibson. 

THE proposal of the Credit Foncier to restore to the State 301,251 feddans of 
land by paying off 4,251,000/. of the Rothschild Loan is undoubtedly an advantageous 
one for the Commission of the Domains. 

The eighteen estates which it is proposed to take over contain most of the inferior 
land held by the Commission, and out of the 30l-,25l> feddans no !<> than 51,000 are 
entirelv uncultivahle, leaving onlv 253,251- fit for leasing. 

t t J n 

These estates are, moreover, inconveniently situated with regard to means of 
transport for produce, and are extremely difficult to supervise on account of their 
distance from rail wavs, Ac. 

By relieving the Domains of these estates, the property will bo reduced to a 
compact and manageable area capable of being closely supervised; and, as nearly sill 
tbe remaining land is of first-class quality and easily irrigated, there should never be a 
deficit of receipts. On the contrary, then, a small profit might be obtained in years of 
high prices. 

A large saving will be effected in the central administration as well as in the 
estates themselves. 

At present there arc about 120 employes in the Cairo Office, but it is estimated 
that this number might lie reduced to 15, as the transfer of eighteen estates would 
permit of ihe reimnal of the head office to a more central situation, whence most of 
the work of supervision could fie done by the Commissioners in person. 

The question of the amount of benefit to be derived by the Government from 
this transfer is not so easily determined. 

Tt is true that out of the total area of 304,251- feddans 172,118 feddans (including 
concessions to workmen) arc already let by the Commission for a sum of T E. 387,710, 
but of the remainder 51,000 are unfit for cultivation, leaving only si,10(5 available for 
leasing. The greater part of the latter area is of inferior quality, and probably would 
not let. for much more than the taxes. 

It must also he remembered that at least one-third of the area of 301,251 feddans 
consists of land situated in the extreme north of the Delta, near Lake Bourlos, and it 
is certain that it will he a work of considerable dilfieulty to sell it for the prices given 
in the annexe to the proposal of the Credit Foncier. 

(Signed) J. GIBSON. 

Cairo , December 1(5, 1885. 
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No. 151. 

Sir H. Drummond Wolf lo the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 28, 4 v.M.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 28, 1885, 1U30 a.m. 

BUDGET has now boon fixed: expenditure 1),282,000/., receipts 0,151,001)/.; 
deficit 131,000/. 

This is after full payment of coupons and “ degrevement ” of 150,000/. This 
year’s deductions of coupons will be paid out of this year’s revenue. 

T believe economies may be made which would before long produce an equili¬ 
brium. It might be found in an improved administration of Domains, in the 
amalgamation of the staffs of army and gendarmerie, and in a certain consolidation 
of the different systems of justice. But this will take time. 

Do you think, as a temporary measure, that Her Majesty’s Government for a 
certain number of years would, whenever there was a deficit, accept payment of part 
or all the interest on the Suez Canal shares in bonds at a low rate of interest and a 
sinking-fund? So much only to be paid in this manner in each year as will allow 
the Budget for the year to be balanced. 

This, I think,'could be done without reference to Parliament, and would not be 
often required. 

It would be a groat pity if tin* tk degrihement ” were not carried out, as the 
country is in distress from the bad crops. 1 think an appeal will later have to be 
made to the Bowers about the corvee, as objections are being raised by German 
Agent and others. 

Of course the appeal could be made with a better grace if some assistance 
wore rendered by ourselves, and l do not think the operation suggested is exposed 
to any risk. 

T should like an answer, if possible, this week, in order to know whether f should 
make these suggestions in rnv Financial Deport. 


No. 152. 

Mr. Eijerlon to the MarquE of Salisbury .— (lierrired December 28, 5’30 l\W.) 

(No. 500.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 28, 1885, L p.m. 

YOFR telegrams Nos. 2(51 and 2(52: House tax. 

"Without knowing your u islus on the subject, Nubar Pasha hesitates, on account 
of terms of paragraph 5 of Article 2 of Declaration of March, to Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment notifying draft Decree directly to Representatives here* of minor Powers. 

Italian Agent, as senior Representative, has given copies of draft Decree to minor 
Powers; these Dutch Consul-General said he could only consider unofficial commu¬ 
nications, 

The terms of vour Lordship’s telegram No. 225 being plain as to publication of 
Decree, shall l not ask for the Government to publish Decree of which I sent drall in 
my despatch No. 836 at once ? 

If so, should not official communication of it be made after publication by Doyen 
here to Representatives of minor Powers, or may it be made to them by Egyptian 
Government directly ? 


No. 158. 

Mr. Pvt re to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Rewired December 20) 

(No. 53.) 

Mv Lord, Lisbon, December 23, 188 .). 

I HAVE the honour to acknow ledge the receipt of your Lordship’s telegram in 
cypher No. I- of the 18th instant, and to inform your Lordship that I have addressed 
a'note toSenhordu Encage in accordance with sour Lordship s instructions,stating that, 
tin- Egvptian Government have modified ilie Decree tor imposing a home-tax on 
foreigners, as require I by the Financial Declaration signed at London on the 
17th~March, 1885, and adding that the Great Powers have already given their consent 
to the Deem* in question, which had been submitted to their Representatives at Cairo. 
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I consequently expressed the hope on the part of your Lordship that the Portuguese 
Government would, with as little delay as possible, authorize the Portuguese 
Representative in Egypt to examine and accept the Decree above referred to. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) GEORGE G. PETRE. 


No. 154. 

The. Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Eqerton. 

(No. 264.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, December 29, 1885, (5 m.\r. 

VINCENT has applied for services of Government actuary. Ascertain whether 
required calculations cannot he done here on materials supplied from Egypt. 


No. 155. 

Mr. Corbett to the Marquis of Salisbury _ (Received December 30, 11*35 A.M.) 

(Telegraphic.) Stockholm, December 30, 1885, 1 O'25 a.m 

YOUR telegram of 18th December. 

Order sent to Agent at Cairo to act as requested. 


No. 156. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Eqerton. 

(No. 265.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, December 30, 1885, 5 p.m 

SWEDISH Representative at Cairo instructed respecting house tax. 


No. 157. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Eqerton. 

(No. 266.) 

(Telegraphic.) ^Foreign Office, December 30, 1885, <5\5 i>.\i. 

YOUR telegram No. 500 of 28th : House Tax Decree. 

Paragraph 5 of Article 2 of Declaration of March relates solely to the Financial 
Decree, and not to the house tax dealt with in paragraph 6. 

The Egyptian Government should notify the House Tax Deem- in draft form to 
the Representatives of the minor Bowers, stating that it has been accepted by the 
Great Bowers, and invite their adhesion to it likewise. 


X 



